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THE  doctor  treating 

Mandy  Allwood,  who 

is  carrying  eight  foe- tuses, yesterday 

urged  her  to  end  her  arrange- ment to  sell  her  story  to  the 

News  Of  the  World,  claiming 
it  could  harm  her  health. 

Professor  Kypros  Nico- 
laides, of  King’s  College  Hos- 

pital, London  also  asked  that 
Ms  Allwood  be  left  alone  so 
decisions  about  her  preg- 

nancy could  be  taken  in  pri- 
vate. Making  up  her  mind  in 

the  glare  of  publicity  would 
be  difficult.  “It  is  extremely 
important  that  we  try  to  enter 
a   phase  as  soon  as  possible 
where  aspects  of  her  manage- 

ment become  a   private  issue." 
Asked  on  BBC  Radio  4’s World  at  One  if  he  would  like 

to  9ee  the  News  of  the  World 
withdraw  from  the  deal,  Mr 

Nicolaides  said;  “Very  much 
so.”  The  newspaper  said 
afterwards  Ms  All  wood  could 

walk  away  from  the  contract 
But  having  consulted  Max 
Clifford,  the  PR  consultant 
there  were  few  signs  she  was 
planning  to  do  so. 

Mr  Nicolaides's  comments 

came  as  yesterday's  news- 
papers focused  on  Ms  All- wood’s private  and  business life  and  that  of  her  partner, 

Paul  Hudson.  Relatives  and 

friends  revealed  personal  de- tails about  their  relationship. 

Reports  have  also  focused  on 
Mr  Hudson’s  relationship 
with  another  woman. 

News  that  Ms  Allwood, 

aged  31,  and  Mr  Hudson  had sold  their  story  on  a   sliding 

price  scale  linked  to  the  num- ber of  babies  bom  safely  has 

provoked  a   public  outcry.  Mr 
Clifford,  who  is  representing 

the  couple,  described  the  deal 

as  the  outcome  of  '‘market forces.  That’s  the  reality  of 

the  situation". 
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Public  verdict . . .   The  offending  Tory  'demon'  poster  amended  onahoarding  in  AHreton  in  Derbyshire.  A   Labour  poll  showed  wide  resentment  against  such  posters  phqtoqraph-.pma.tonge 

‘Puerile’  use  of  satanic  imagery 
endangers  party’s  £1 0   million campaign  with  angry  backlash 
Rebecca  Smlthera 

THE  Conservative  Par- 
ty's £10  million  pre- 

election campaign 

strategy  was  thrown 
into  turmoil  last  night  as 

highly-respe
cted  

Church  lead- 
ers warned  that  the  use  of 

"satanic"  imagery  in  its  latest 
advertising

  
campaign 

 
was 

potentially  dangerous. 

The  controversial  adver- 
tisement. which  portrays 

Labour  leader  Tony  Blair  as  a 
“demon”  with  burning  red 
eyes,  was  unveiled  at  the 
weekend  in  three  Sunday 
newspapers  as  the  latest 

phase  of  the  Tories*  New 
Labour,  New  Danger  cam- 

paign. Hie  eyes  are  the  same 
as  those  used  in  an  earlier  j 

poster  campaign,  when  they  ■ 
were  shown  peering  through 
a   pair  of  curtains,  and  are 

GPs  refuse 
to  aid  gun 
vetting  law 

Duncan  CampbaB 

Crime  Correspondent  - 

THE  British  Medical Association  said  yesterday 
that  it  would  resist  any  move 
by  MPs  to  make  doctors  res- 

ponsible for  authenticating  the 
mental  stability  of  firearms 

applicants. 
One  option  understood  to 

have  been  discussed  by  the 
home  affairs  select  committee, 
which  today  publishes  its 
report  on  control  of  handguns, 
is  whether  CPs  should  supply 
information  about  fits  suitabil- 

ity of  gun  licence  applicants. 
A   spokeswoman  for  the 

8MA  said:  “We  believe  involv- 
ing GPs  would  give  a   false 

sense  cf  reassurance  to  the 

public.”  Doctors  did  not  feel 
they  could  predict  who  would 
become  a   danger  in  the  future, 

and  the  BMA  instead  sup- 
ported tighter  gun  laws. 

underlined  with  shadow  cabi- 

net member  Clare  Short's recent  comments  about  New 

Labour  “It's  a   lie  and  it's 

dangerous”. But  fire  Anglican  Bishop  of 
Oxford,  the  Rt  Rev  Richard 

!   Harries,  made  an  unusual  po- 
litical intervention  yesterday 

by  claiming  that  the  use  of 
such  material  was  not  only 
puerile  and  silly  but  could 
even  prove  harmful.  He  also 
urged  all  political  parties  not 

to  resort  to  "dirty  tricks”  in 
their  campaigning,  but  to  con- 

centrate on  the  main  issues 
facing  the  country. 

Even  Tories  were  privately 

surprised  after  party  sources 

simply  dismissed  the  Bishop's complaint  saying  the  poster 
was  not  intended  to  appeal  to 

the  “sneering  so-called  intel- 1 

Actuals  of  Islington”  hut  was  i a   graphic  way  of  making  a 

point 

Labours  election  cam- 

paigns manager  Peter  Man- 
delson  retorted:  "To  show 
such  contempt  for  the  Bishop 
of  Oxford  shows  how  deep  in 

the  gutter  the  Tories  are  and 
how  completely  out  of  touch 
they  are  with  ordinary,  de- 

cent opinion  in  Britain.” In  his  statement  fiu  Rev 

Harries  said*  "Vilifying  mem- 
bers of  other  political  parties 

trate  on  some  cf  the  impor- 
tant issues  the  country  needs 

to  consider  at  this  time.” Later  George  Austin,  the 
Archdeacon  of  York,  added 

his  voice  to  the  criticism,  say- 

ing the  poster  was  deeply  of- 
fensive and  that  the  Conser- 
vatives were  beading  in  the 

direction  of  American  politi- 

cal propaganda. “They  really  are  plumbing 

The  poster  was  not  intended  to  appeal 

to  the  “sneering  so-called  Intellectuals 
of  Islington”  but  was  a   graphic  way  of 
making  a   posit. 

Tory  HQ  sources 

is  a   puerile  exercise  and 
when  that  vilifying  draws  on 
satanic  imagery  it  is  not  only  , 

silly  but  potentially  danger- 
ous,” he  said.  j 

Casting  his  message  farther 

afield,  he  said:  “As  the  elec- 
tion draws  near  I   hope  all  par- 
ties will  resist  the  temptation 

to  go  in  for  personal  abuse  i 
and  dirty  tricks  and  concert-  1 

the  depths  with  this.  The 
whole  Tory  propaganda  is  un- 

pleasant I   just  wonder  how 
far  it  is  going  to  go  before  the 
election.”  He  thought  the 
devil  imagery  was  particu- 

larly distasteful  saying  “this 
is  not  the  way  to  treat  some- 

one whose  religious  beliefs 

you  respect". 

Tory  backbencher  Sir  Teddy 

Taylor  earlier  warned  party 
leaders  they  were  wrong  to 

concentrate  on  “negative”  cam- 
paigning by  attacking  the  Op- 
position. “Perhaps  we’re  mak- ing the  mistake  cf  constantly 

attacking  Mr  Blair  and  the 

Labour  Party,"  the  leading Eurosceptic  told  the  BBC. 
The  Liberal  Democrats  also 

leaped  to  Labour’s  defence. 
Lord  Holme,  Liberal  Demo- ; 

crat  general  election  chair- 

man. said  his  party  was  “ap- palled” by  the  latest advertising  ploy,  attempting 

to  demonise  Mr  Blair. 
“This  sort  of  crude  charac- 

ter assassination,  which  is 
reminiscent  of  Dr  Goebbels,  is 
unfortunately  all  too  typical 
of  the  Tory  Party  at  bay.  Most 
decent  people,  in  all  parties, 
will  deplore  il  and  it  will 
probably  boomerang  against 

Conservative  Central  Office’’. Mr  Mandelson  pointed  to 
the  results  of  research  carried 
out  by  Labour  yesterday 
morning,  in  which  40  per  cent 
cf  respondents  said  the  adver- tisement had  made  them  less 
favourable  towards  the 
Tories,  while  only  4   per  cent 

\   T   il 

But  Stuart  Kuttner.  manag- 
ing editor  of  the  News  of  the 

World,  denied  last  night  that 
the  amount  being  paid  to  Ms 

Allwood  depends  on  the  num- ber of  babies  that  are  bom. "The  idea  that  there  is  some 

kind  of  price  upon  the  heads 

of  these  children  is  com- 

pletely and  utterly  false.  It’s 
been  put  about,  1   think,  by 

some  pretty  mischievous 
people.  The  agreement  with 
Mandy  Allwood,  with  which  I 
am  entirely  familiar,  is  not 

structured  in  that  fashion." Mr  Nicolaides  said  Ms  All- 
wood was  probably  not  aware 

of  the  implications  of  the  deal 

when  she  signed  it  “She never  realised  the  implica- 
tions of  ail  this  publicity.  If 

she  had  asked  me  before  the 
deal  was  done  I   would  have 
advised  her  against  selling 
her  story. 

"The  atmosphere  that’s been  created  Is  not  an  ideal 

one  for  people  to  be  taking 

such  major  decisions.  It’s  im- portant this  woman  is  left alone  to  think  clearly  through 

a   terrible  set  of  options." Mr  Nicolaides.  who  special- 
ises in- foetal  medicine,  said 

Ms  Allwood  had  another 
three  months  to  decide 

whether  she  wanted  a   selec- 
tive abortion  of  six  of  the  em- 

bryos. He  has  advised  her 
that  if  she  does  not  undergo  a 
selective  abortion  then  she 
stands  to  lose  all  the  babies 

and  put  her  own  life  at  risk. He  added:  “She  has  come  to 

|   her  decision  and  wants  to have  all  eight  but  there  is  still 

time  for  her  to  change  her 
mind.  I   have  agreed  to  sup- 

port her  and  get  her  the  best medical  care.  I   am  just  trying 

to  make  sure  that  she  under- 
stands all  the  options  and  the 

implications." 

Multiple  nightmare,  page  3; 

Leader  comment  and  Lettara, 

page  8 

said  it  made  them  more.  The 

fears  expressed  about  the  sa- 
tanic imagery  were  con- 
firmed by  the  poll,  where  two- thirds  of  those  questioned 

said  they  thought  the  advert 
was  “untruthful  and  mislead- 

ing” and  portrayed  Mr  Blair 
as  "devil-like  or  evil”. 
Leader  comment,  page  8 
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Cereal  killer  shops  prison  ISB^SSSSST 
Duncan  Campbell 

Crime  Correspondent   

Muesli  conid  now 
replace  porridge  as 
the  slang  term  for 

prison  in  the  wake  of  an 
extraordinary  legal  case 

brought  by  an  inmate. 

A   man  serving  a   life  sen- 
tence for  murder  has  won 

2Sp  compensation  from  the 

Home  Office  because  the 

shop  in  the  prison  where  he 

is  serving  his  sentence refused  to  honour  a   25p  off 

voucher  from  a   packet  of 

Alpen  he  had  bought.  The 

Borne  Office  will  also  be  lia- 
ble for  an  estimated  £2.000 in  legal  costs.      

Noel  Brown,  aged  28, 

originally  from  Worcester, 

brought  a   civil  action 
against  the  Home  Office 
after  the  prison  shop  at 

Littlebey  prison,  near  Hun- tingdon. Cambridgeshire,  j 

refused  to  deduct  the  25p.  I 

Brown,  a   former  bouncer 
and  martial  arts  enthusiast 
who  was  jailed  in  1987  for 
the  murder  of  a   woman  as 
part  of  an  insurance  fraud, 
took  the  prison  to  county 
court,  which  duly  awarded 
him  25p  ordered  the 

Home  Office  to  pay  costs. 
Yesterday  the  Prison  Ser- 

vice said  that  the  Littlebey 
governor,  Mick  Knight,  had 
no  plans  to  change  the 
shop's  policy. 
"The  governor  does  not 

consider  the  administra- 
tion involved  In  honouring 

special  offer  vouchers  as 
cost  effective,’1  said  a 
Prison  Service  spokes- 

woman in  a   statement. 
“Prisoners  are  advised  to 
contact  the  manufacturers 
if  they  want  to  use  money- 

off  vouchers.” 
The  spokeswoman  added 

that  compensation  had 
been  paid  and  there  were 

no  plans  to  appeal. 
Littlebey  prison  houses 

500  category  C   inmates,  in- 
cluding some  serving  life 

sentences  and  being  pre- 
pared for  release.  Last 

week,  a   secretary  in  the 

jail's  educational  depart- 
ment was  stabbed  by  a   pris- 
oner with  a   screwdriver. 

She  has  since  been  released 

from  hospitaL 
Prisoners  are  entitled  to 

buy  food  and  toiletries 
from  the  prison  shop  with 
jail  earnings  or  money  sent 
from  outside. 
Brown  was  jailed  at  Bir- 

mingham crown  court 
along  with  fellow  nightclub 
bouncer  Mitchell  Robinson 

m   July  1987.  The  court  had 
heard  that  Robinson  hired 
Brown  for  £40,000  to  kill 

Robinson’s  girlfriend  so 
that  Robinson  conid  claim 

£153,000  insurance.  Brown 
broke  down  under  police 
questioning,  pleaded  guilty 

and  was  jailed  for  life.  Rob- inson was  found  guilty  and 

also  jafled  for  life. 

Seumas  RflHne 

THE  Ministry  of  Defence 
yesterday  began  to  buckle 

under  the  pressure  cf  evi- 
dence and  admitted  there  had 

been  accidents  involving  nu- 
clear weapons  at  American 

air  bases  in  Britain  But  It 

dismissed  $uch  mriritmh:  as 

“minor". 

The  MoD  claimed  formerly 

secret  RAF  records  of  a   seri- 
ous accident  involving  a 

“20001b  nuclear  weapon”  at 
Wittering,  near  Cambridge, 
had  meant  to  refer  to  a 

dummy  bomb  training  acci- 
dent It  denied  that  newly- 

revealed  documents  exposed 

44  years  of  cover-up. Despite  the  admission,  the 
MoD  clung  to  its  longstanding 

insistence  that  “there  has 
never  been  an  accident  in- 

volving damage  to  a   nuclear 

weapon  In  the  UK”.  A   spokes- woman said:  “At  file  most  we 
are  talking  about  scratches  to 

The  dismemberment  Hopes  of  a   further  ’   .   BruceFfochwas 

nuclear  weapons.  Somebody 
might  have  dropped  it  a   foot 
on  to  the  ground,  which 
would  probably  not  even 
result  in  a   scratch,  but  it  Is 

classified  as  an  accident” She  was  unable  to  explain 

why  a   squadron  commander at  RAF  Wittering  had  reported 
“serious  damage  to  a   nuclear 

weapon”  in  May  1959.  It  was 

too  long  agp  to  investigate. 
The  ministry’s  denials  were dismissed  as  Implausible  by 

Labour  and  Liberal  Democrat 
politicians  and  derided  by  the 

Campaign  for  Nuclear  Disar- mament which  has  been  the 
conduit  for  several  leaked documents. 

The  documents  also  high- light a   serious  fire  at  the  US 
Air  Force  base  at  Gneeoham 
Common,  Berkshire,  in  August 

1957,  involving  a   “loaded”  nu- clear bomber,  and  a   second  fire there  in  February  1958. 
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Qualify  to  teach  in Secondary  Schools through 

Part-time  study 
Are  you  considering  teaching  as  a   career?  Do  you  have 
a   degree  or  are  you  about  to  get  one?  Then  here  is  an 
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Sketch 

Jerry  points  way 
to  God  and  power 

Peter  Preston 

WE  BEGAN,  of  course, 
with  prayers.  No 

Republican  conven- 
tion could  start  without  them, 

commodiously  blessing  the 
hall,  the  delegates,  the  mayor 
and  city  of  San  Diego,  the  flag 
and  the  voting  people.  Much 

praying  in  the  electoral 
marsh.  Done  from  habit  or 
deep  belief?  I   left  the  delegates 

limbering  up  and  did  some- 

thing I’ve  not  done  for  years.  I went  to  church. 

Across  town,  at  College  Ave- 
nue Baptist,  the  Reverend 

Jerry  Johnston  of  Kansas  City 
was  providing  answers  mere 
politicians  could  only  dream 

o£  "How  to  save  your  kids 
from  ruin;  winning  strategies 
for  raising  rock-solid  chil- 

dren." Five  hundred  or  so 
mostly  white,  mostly  elderly 
pilgrims  (a  big  parking  lot  and 
a   half)  were  there  to  find  out 

The  Reverend  Jerry  is  36, 
with  a   yellow  tie  and  a   char- 

coal suit  He  has  a   nice  smile 
and  uses  a   remote  mike  as 

sweetly  as  Shirley  Bassey.  He 
offered  us  eight  critical  steps 
down  toe  road  of  non-ruin.  A 
good  subeditor,  however, 
could  really  make  that  three. 

Love  'em.  Care  about ’em. 
Pray  with  'em. 

Johnston’s  patent  points, 
however,  are  really  only  the 
pegs  on  a   washing  line  of  little 
stories.  He  was  a   teenage  drop- 

out and  druggie.  Then,  one 
day .   toe  Lord  entered  him.  His 

dad  and  mum  weren't  much 

into  religion.  "The  First 
Church  of  the  Deep  Freeze," says  Jerry .   But  a   week  after  he 
went  home  with  God,  they  had 
joined  the  forth;  and  his  69- 
year-old  pa  travels  with  him 
on  his  mission  still. 

Tales  from  outside  the  fam- 
ily circleare  less  immediately 

uplifting.  Kids  put  acid  on 
their  tongues  and  plunge  out 
of  sixth-floor  windows.  Kids 
are  raped  mid  murdered.  Kids 
become  vegetables  in  drunk 

driving  car  crashes.  There’s  a constant  undertow  of  menace, 
of  bad  things  happening  to 

good  children  on  an  exponen- 
tial curve  of  degeneration, 

generation,  by  generation. 
Johnston  talks  for  almost 

an  hour  without  a   script  and 
without  a   pause.  Maybe,  as  he 
says,  his  1,301st  appearance; but  still  a   class  act  At  the 
(dose,  in  toe  forecourt  he 
afters  his  Family  Enrichment 
Packs  ($60,  reduced  from  $120). 
Pack  one  is  books,  including 
Grandkids’  Hardest  Questions 
and  Inspire  Your  Kids  to 
Greatness.  Pack  Two  Is  vid- 

eos, Including  Danielle  Asks: 
How  Gar  can  I   go  on  a   date? 
(“Jerry  and  his  own  teenage 
daughter  discover  the  key  bib- 

lical passage  which  is  a   clear 
road  map  to  dating:”)  Both 
packs,  plus  that  new  book  on 
Ruin  Salvation,  check  in  ata 
“special  combo"  priced  $100, saving  $95. 

We’ve  already  had  the  pink 
envelope  for  general  Church 
purposes  and  two  blue  enve- 

lopes for  Jerry's  purposes; 
every  penny  to  good  works, 
because  a   businessman  has 
paid  his  airfares  and  hotels. 

AO  very  strange.  But  mock- 
able?  Only  with  an  uneasy  feel- 

ing. This  is  a   very  foreign 
country.  These  are  pleasant, 
courteous  folks.  But  What  does 
this  Kansas  roadshow  remind 
you  of?  It  reminds  you  of  Ross 
Perot  and  Pat  Buchanan  and 
every  politician  sounding  off 
at  tills  prayerful  convention. 

The  Johnston  style  isn’t 
Church  style  (not  Runcie  or 
Carey  or  Dom  Basil).  In  in  the 
levers  he  pulls,  in  the  fears  he 
arouses,  in  the  virtuous 
dreams  he  dreams,  Jerry 

speaks  the  language  of  politics. 
Or  maybe  the  politicians  speak 
the  language  of  preachers. 

At  any  rate,  there’s  no  gap 
in  between,  no  separate  tone  of 
Church  and  State.  He  could  be 

doing  his  bit  on  the  conven- 
tion podium,  a   warm-up  act 

for  General  Colin.  Fow&L  And 

here’s  toe  unique  American 
rub,  the  super  special  combo. 

Some  countries  (like  Paki- 
stan) offer  teenagers  with  a 

yen  for  power  the  choice  of 
democratic  politicking  or  join- 

ing the  army.  Two  routes  to 
the  presidential  mansion. 
Some  countries  (like  Iran) 
offer  politicians  and  clerics 
similarly  split  opportunity  - 

But  only  America,  and  proba- 
bly only  the  Republican  Party, 

offers  politicians  and  generals 
and  clerics  the  same  chance  cf 

sway  in  the  selfsame  lan- 

guage. Let's  call  it  toe  ulti- mate combo . 

Lebed  gets 
free  hand  in 
Chechenia 
Jam—  Bwk  In  Mmcnw 

to ORIS  Yeltsin  is 
give  His  national 

curity  adviser  Alex- ander Lebed  unprec- 
edented powers  to  solve  the 

crisis  in  Chechenia.  .   the  ex- 

para troop  general  said  yester- 
day after  a   lightning  visit  to the  separatist  territory. 

Gen  Lebed  said  he  had  met 
the  rebel  military  leader.  As 

Ian  Maskhadov,  and  agreed 

on  the  need  tor  a   rapid  cease- fire before  talks  on  autonomy. 

Despite  the  general's  words, and  telephone  talks  between 
Gen  Maskhadov  and  the  Rus- sian commander  In  the  field, 
there  was  no  sign  of  a   respite 
In  the  savage  fighting  which 

began  a   week  ago  when  rebels stormed  into  the  Chechen 
capital.  Grozny. 

Last  night  Interfax  news 

agency  reported  that  separat- ist fighters  bad  launched 

surprise  attack  on  the  Rus- sian forces’  main  base  in  Che- 

cbenia,  Khankala  airfield  out- 
side Grozny. 

Yesterday,  after  what  he  de- 
scribed as  “an  evening  stroll 

around  Chechenia"  —   his  car 
was  shot  at  twice  — •   Gen 
Lebed  said  he  expected  Presi- dent Yeltsin  to  sign  a   decree 

soon  giving  the  security  coun- 
cil which  Gen  Lebed  heads the  lead  role  in  settling  the 

conflict 

He  said  the  decree  would 
entitle  hi™  to  command  all 

government  armed  forces  in 
Chechenia,  issue  orders  to  all 
government  agencies,  control 
foods  tor  the  republic  and 
sack  ministerial  deputies. 

Gen  Lebed  said  it  wouid  be 

pointless  to  declare  a   state  of 
emergency  in  Chechenia.  But If  such  a   decree  were  signed, 

it  would  end  the  ineffectual 
Moscow-backed  civilian 
regime  of  Dotal  Zavgayev. 

The  general  contemptu- ously accused  Mr  Zavgayev  of 
having  “delusions  of  gran- 

deur", adding:  “There  Is 
enough  rubbish  talked  about 
Chechenia,  especially  from 

Alexander  Lebed,  after  agreeing  with  the  Chechen  rebel  leader  on  the  need  far  a   rapid  ceasefire  PHcrroes  okwd  bhauckj 

the  head  cf  the  republic,  Doku 

Zavgayev.” 

A   desperate-sounding  Mr 
Zavgayev  said  yesterday  he 
was  ready  to  talk  to  any 

rebels,  and  offer  them  am- 
nesty and  government  posts. 

But  it  may  be  too  late  to  save 
his  own  position.  He  was  one 
of  the  mam  obstacles  to_ear- 

lier  attempts  to  make  a   deal 

with  the  separatists. Gen  Lebed,  who  reported  to 
Mr  Yeltsin  yesterday  about 

his  meeting  with  the  separat- 
ists, said  Gen  Maskhadov  had 

accepted  that  “Russia  can  get 
by  without  Chechenia.  but Chechenia  cannot  get  by 

without  Russia”  and  agreed that  some  form  of  autonomy 

would  be  acceptable. .   “We  came  to  the  conclu- 

sion: Russia  coukl  beat  Che- chenia, if  it  wanted,  but  at  the 

cost  of  hundreds  and  thou- 

sands of  lives.”  said  Gen Lebed;  the  warring  sides would  need  to  be  separated  by 

at  least  a   kilometre  before 
talks  could  begin  on  an  all- 

Chechen  pence  congress. 
However,  there  are  doubts 

about  whether  Gen  Maskha- dov or  the  separatist  leader, 
Zelimkhan  Yandarbiyev. 

really  controls  the  actions  of toe  armed  groups. 

Gen  Lebed  said  he  believed 
Gen  Maskhadov  could  secure a   ceasefire  covering  90  per 

cent  of  rebels,  while  10  per 

cent  of  “wolves”  would  con- tinue fighting. 

The  security  council  secre- 
tary, a   possible  successor  to 

Mr  Yeltsin,  said  his  unex- 
pected appointment  as  presi- dential representative  for Chechenia  had  beat  partly  an 

attempt  by  intriguers  to  harm his  political  image  by  setting 

him  an  impossible  task. 

In  a   fresh  sign  of  the  grav-  - ity  of  the  Chechen  crisis,  Mr Yeltsin  chose  not  to  begin  a 

long  holiday,  but  to  remain  in Moscow  this  week. 

Reports  from  Grozny  were 
more  confused  than  ever  yes- 

terday after  the  evacuation  of 

a   group  of  journalists  trapped in  toe  centre  by  the  fighting. 

Russian  officials  denied 
rebel  claims  that  they  had 

stormed  the  Grozny  head- 

quarters of  the  FSB  federal  se- curity service,  killing  most  of 

toe  agents. 
•   The  Glasnost  Defence 

Foundation,  a   Russian  watch- 
dog group,  condemned  toe armed  forces  yesterday  for 

shooting  at  journalists  in 
Chechenia  and  accused  them 

of  trying  to  obstruct  free 
reporting.  It  said  helicopter 
gunshlps  had  opened  fire  last Thursday  on  a   car  being  used 

by  the  international  news 
organisation  WTN,  and  a   tele- 

vision crew  from  the  Ameri- 
can CNN  network- 

Festival  review 

Sorry  script  slays 
beautiful  dragon 

Lonrho  break-up  launched  with  £800m  flotation 
Hotels  business  sell-off  signals  final  chapter 

I   for  conglomerate  built  up  by  Tiny  Rowland 

Ian  King 

Derek  Malcolm 

Dragonhaart 

Edinburgh  Film  Festival 

THE  Edinburgh  Film  Fes- 
tival, 50  years  old  this 

year  but  young  at  heart, 

opened  with  a   sword-and-sor- 
cery  epic  which  might  have 
been  made  at  the  time  the  fes- 

tival was  inaugurated. 
The  reason  was  obvious. 

Rob  Cohen's  Dragonheart 
stars  the  voice,  if  not  toe  body, 

of  Edinburgh's  most  cele- 
brated milkman,  Sean  Con- 

nery. He  plays  not  St  George 

but  The  Dragon,  and  he’s  the 
film  festival’s  patron  too. Vtoat  more  could  we  ask  for 
than  his  presence?  Well,  we 
might  have  had  a   better 

movie.  There’s  about  as  much 
sex  in  Dragonheart  as  in  The 
Sound  Of  Music,  though  the 
wicked  King  (David  Thewlis) 
does  make  a   desultory  attempt 
to  rape  the  leading  lady,  a 

peasant  played  like  an  ani- 
mated doll  by  Dina  Meyer. 

But  we  hadn’t  come  to  see 
sex.  We’d  come  to  see  Sean 
Connery,  who  still  epitomises 
it  for  some,  and  a   crowd  out- 

side the  local  Odeon  on  Sun- 
day night  gave  him  a   thunder- 
ing welcome,  echoed  by  a 

standing  ovation  in  toe 
theatre.  He  seemed  gratified 
—   a   superstar  returning  home 
at  the  age  of  66. 

The  dragon  itself  is  as  good 

as  Ray  Harry  hausen’s  dino- saurs. No  higher  compliment 
could  possibly  be  paid.  But 
where,  oh  where  was  Racquel 
Welch  in  skin-tight  leather? 

The  story  makes  Sean  the 
nicest  possible  beast — the  last 
of  his  kind,  hunted  up  hill  and 
down  dale  circa  984  AD  by 

Dennis  Qua  id’s  hunter  until. 

after  a   fight  that’s  a   stalemate, the  two  combine  first  to  con 

frightened  villagers  into  part- 
ing with  cash  for  a   fake 

dragon-slaying  exhibition  and 
then  to  rid  the  kingdom  of 
somewhere  or  other  of  its 

nasty  monarch. 
It’s  an  uneven  match  be- 

tween Quaid  and  the  beauti- 
fully animated  dragon.  And 

neither  Peter  Postleth waite 
nor  Julie  Christie  have  much 
coherent  to  do  as  a   wandering 

friar  who  looks  like  he’s 
strayed  out  of  Robin  Hood  or 

the  King’s  mother  who  is  ever 
so  slightly  disappointed  In  her 
vile  son. 

It’s  toe  script  that’s  at  fault, 
never  doing  more  than  touch- 

ing upon  the  fantasy's  real centre,  which  ought  to  have 
been  about  a   lonely  dragon 
who  makes  good  in  an  evil 
world.  What  Spielberg  would 
have  done  with  such  a   story 

doesn’t  bear  thinking  about  in 
the  way  of  pathos  and  senti- 

ment Likewise  Disney.  This 
limp  effort  so  well  animated 

by  Scots -bom  Euan  Macdon- 
ald. aided  by  Industrial  Light 

And  Magic,  is  dire  Iy  directed 
by  Cohen,  whose  feel  fora 
mythical  time  is  perfunctory, 
and  whose  swordfights  must 
have  seemed  laughable  in  a 

country  which  took  Mel  Gib- 
son'S Braveheart  to  its  bosom. 

Nevermind.  Weall  caught  a 

glimpse  of  Connery,  and  that 
was  a   thrill.  Kids  ought  to  love 
toe  dragon.  Even  so.  the  oldest 
film  festival  in  the  world  to 
run  without  a   break  ought  to 
have  been  represented  by 
something  a   bit  better  than 
this,  even  if  it  is.now  daftly 

called  the  Drambuie  Edin- 
burgh Film  Festival,  for 

sponsorship  reasons. 
This  review  appeared  in  some 
editions  yesterday. 

THE  dismemberment  of 
Lonrho,  the  interna- 

tional trading  conglom- 
1   erate  built  up  over  35  years  by 

|   Tiny  Rowland,  got  under  way 
,   yesterday  with  toe  disclosure 

1   that  the  group  is  to  float  eff  its 
I   hotels  business  next  month 

[   for  up  to  £800  million. Lonrho  plans  eventually  to 

I   demerge  into  three  separately 
!   quoted  companies. 

It  will  also  hive  off  its  other 

non-mining  activities  later 
this  year.  Lonrho  Africa,  as  it 
will  be  called,  will  consist  of 
other  predominantly  African 
businesses  collected  over  the 
years  by  Mr  Rowland,  but 
will  include  Dutton  Forshaw 
and  Jack  Barclay,  the  car 
dealerships. 
That  will  leave  Lonrho  as  a 

pure  mining  company,  in- 
cluding a   highly  prized  40  per 

cent  stake  in  Ghana's  Ashanti 
Goldfields,  which  City  ana- 

lysts already  expect  to  be- come a   takeover  candidate. 

Lonrho  -   where  next? 

Operating  profits  by  sector.  Em. 

To  be  floated  later  this  year 
as  Princess  Uetropoto 

Others 
cam 

Includes: 
motor  distribution, manufacturing, 

general  tmrfing 

The  break-up  cf  Lonrho, 
which  has  been  generally  wel- 

comed by  the  City,  is  the  final 
chapter  for  one  of  the  most 
controversial  companies  Brit- 

ain has  seen. 
At  its  height  Lonrho  con 

trolled  about  700  companies 
in  more  than  50  countries, 
with  Mr  Rowland  —   once  de- 

scribed by  former  prime  min- 
ister Edward  Heath  as  “the 

unacceptable  face  of  capital- ism” —   the  feared  corporate 

raider  at  Its  helm. 
However,  the  City  lost  Its 

fondness  for  Lonrho  as  con- 
glomerates went  out  of  tosh 

ion  in  the  1980s.  while  Mr 
Rowland  was  seen  as  losing 

his  touch  after  his  long-run- 
ning battle  with  Harrods 

owner  Mohammed  A1  Fayed. 
Announcing  toe  flotation. 

Lonrho  chief  executive  Dieter 
Bock,  who  ousted  Mr  Row- 

land two  years  ago,  said  ft 
was  sad  to  have  to  float  off  the 
hotels,  but  toe  move  was  in 
shareholders'  best  interests. 
The  new  company  —   to  be 

called  Princess  Metropoie 
Hotels  —   owns  five  Metropoie 
hotels  in  Britain:  in  Edgware 
Road,  central  London,  and  in 
Brighton,  Birmingham.  Bed- ford and  BlackpooL 

It  also  includes  the  New 
York-based  Princess  chain, 
which  owns  hotels  in  loca- 

tions such  as  Bermuda.  Aca- 
pulco, Palm  Springs,  and  the 

Bahamas. 
Excluded  from  the  sell-off 

Lonrho’s  African  hotel 
and  safari  lodges  in  Kenya, 

Photocards  slash  fraud  and  save  bank  £1  m 

Jfll  Papworth 
and  Sarah  Ryle 

Soccer  strike  moves  closer  as 

players’  union  ballots  members 
Stuart  Bamar 

THE  prospect  or  English league  football’s  first 
stnke  moved  closer  yesterday 
when  the  players'  union began  balloting  members  on 
industrial  action  despite claims  from  the  Football 
League  that  such  a   move would  be  Illegal. 

Five  days  before  the  new 

season  starts,  the  Profes- 

sional Footballers’  Associa- 
tion announced  plans  to  bal- 
lot members  in  the  First, 

Second  and  Third  divisions 
an  action  which  will  involve 
refusing  to  play  in  front  of  | 
television  cameras. 

The  row  erupted  after  the 
league  decided  to  end  a   30- 
year  agreement  to  pay  10  per 
cent  of  its  television  income 
totoePFA. 

THE  Royal  Bank  of  Scot- land yesterday  attacked 
rivals  for  failing  to  follow  Its 
lead  in  putting  customer 
photographs  on  bank  and 
credit  cards,  a   practice  which 
has  cut  fraud  dramatically  on 
its  500.000  plastic  cards. 
The  bank  disclosed  that 

cases  of  fraud  had  fallen  99 
t   cent  on  its  Highline  multi- 
net  ion  card  and  85  per  cent 

on  its  credit  card  since  it 
introduced  photocards  five 
years  ago.  This  has  saved  the 
bank  nearly  £1  million. 
Andrew  Waldman,  the 

bank’s  director  of  card  ser- 
vices. said:  "We  have  been 

surprised  by  the  lack  of  take- 
up  by  the  financial  services  in 
general.  Only  one  building 
society.  National  &   Provin- 

cial, has  followed  us  using  toe 

same  laser  technology." Now  N&P  has  been  taken 
over  by  Abbey  National,  its 

photocards  are  no  longer 
available,  leaving  the  Royal 
Bank  of  Scotland  the  only 
issuer  in  the  market 

But  a   spokeswoman  for 
Midland  Bank  said:  “We  are 
not  convinced  that  photo- 

cards have  any  tangible  bene- 

fits. These  figures  don’t  stack 
up  according  to  our  research. 
US  trials,  for  example,  proved 
that  a   card  with  a   photo  of  a 
monkey  was  accepted  for 
transactions  by  retailers. 
“We  don’t  think  it’s  fair  to 

put  the  onus  on  retailers  to 

police  transactions.  It’s  the bank’s  responsibility  to  In- 
vest in  other  technological 

methods  of  detecting  fraud 
such  as  "chip"  cards  which 
can  hold  far  more  sophisti- 

cated Information  about  card- 
holders than  just  physical 

attributes." 
Barclays  Bank,  the  largest 

plastic  card  Issuer  with  14 

million  cards,  said  photo- 
cards had  worked  for  the 

Royal  Bank  of  Scotland  only 
because  it  issues  relatively 

few  cards.  “While  only  one  or 
two  cards  on  the  market  have 
photos,  they  are  a   novelty  and 
easily  discarded  by  thieves  in 
favour  of  others.  But  if  a   large 
proportion  of  cards,  had 
photos,  we  believe  criminals 

would  start  to  use  them,"  said 
a   spokeswoman. Barclays  has  invested  part 
of  Its  annual  £20  million  fraud 
fighting  budget  in  a   computer 
system  designed  to  detect 

card  fraud  at  check-outs,  it claims  this  has  cut  fraud  by 

20  per  cent  over  a   year. 
Lloyds  Bank  is  assessing  a 

pilot  photocard  scheme.  So far  it  has  offered  photocards 

only  to  customers  entitled  to 
gold  Mastercard  and  payment 
cards  because  they  have  the 

highest  liabilities. "We  have  not  decided 

whether  to  widen  the  scheme 

because  only  half  of  those  cus- tomers who  could  have  taken 

It  up  have  done  so,  which seems  to  suggest  some  people 
do  not  want  a   photo  on  their 
card,  ”   a   spokesman  said. 

Mozambique  and  Mauritius, 
which  toe  new  company  will 
continue  to  manage,  but 
which  will  be  retained  by 
Lonrho  Africa. 

The  way  was  cleared  for  the 
flotation  six  weeks  ago,  when 
Lonrho  regained  full  control 
of  Metropoie  for  £251  million, 

buying  back  a   one-third  stake 
controversially  sold  to  .the 

Libyan  Arab  Foreign  Invest- 
ment Company  by  Mr  Row- 

land in  1992.  The  deal  was  at- 
tacked by  Mr  Rowland,  who 

sold  toe  stake  for  £177.5  mil- 

lion. He  said  it  was  “mad- ness”. to  pay  so  much. Mr  Bock  last  night  shrugged 

off  Mr  Rowland’s  criticism, 
saying:  “I  would  have  been 
disappointed  had  he  not  made 

such  a   comment" 
Mr  Rowland,  who  has  at- 

tacked Mr  Bock  continually 
since  selling  all  but  five  mil- lion of  his  Lonrho  shares  last 

year,  has  also  criticised  toe 
demerger  as  offering  little 
value  to  shareholders. 

Old  foes . . .   Tiny  Rowland, 

left,  and  Dieter  Bock 
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The  hopes  and  joys  of  new  life 
have  exploded  in  the  faces  of 
Mandy  Allwood  and  Paul  Hudson. 
Vrvek  Chaud ha ry  traces  the  trail 

ANDY  Allwood, 
In  hiding  in  an 
Oxford  hotel 

with  her  part- 
ner Paul  Hud- 

son. woke  up  yesterday  to 
face  the  full  effects  of  the  deal 
in  which  she  has  sold  her 
story  to  a   Sunday  newspaper. 

Graphic  reports  about  her 
personal  and  business  life,  an 
alleged  police  investigation 
into  a   petrol  fraud  and  com- 

ments from  her  family  railing 
her  a   “money  grabber"  have 
appeared  in  national  news- 

papers over  the  past  two  days. 
For  Ms  Allwood,  it  is  all  in 

stark  contrast  to  the  events  of 
May,  when  she  discovered 
that  she  was  pregnant,  mark- 

ing the  end  of  a   two-year 
trauma  in  which  her  desire  to 
have  a   baby  with  Mr  Hudson 
dominated  her  life. 

Ms  Allwood  met  Paul  Hud- 
son in  1992,  when  she  was 

working  for  General  Accident 
Property  Services.  Both  were 
involved  In  other  relation- 

ships —   Ms  All  wood  was  mar- 
ried to  Simon  Pugh  with 

whom  she  had  a   son  named 
Charlie  in  1991  and  Mr  Hud- 

son was  living  with  his  part- 
ner Maria  Edwards. 

The  son  of  Jamaican  immi- 
grants. Mr  Hudson  was  the 

epitome  of  the  1980s  yuppie,  a 
flamboyant  young  business- 

man who  cruised  nightclubs 
in  his  gold  BMW  and  had  a   bit 

of  a   reputation  as  a   “ladies 
man".  He  ran  his  own  lettings 
company,  called  Chunk- 
monster  Property,  In  Bir- 

mingham. and  made  the  bulk 
of  his  money  during  the  1980s 

property  boom. 
Ms  Allwood  was  respon- 

sible for  letting  out  some  of 

Mr  Hudson's  properties  and 
the  two  became  close  as  Mr 

Hudson's  business  went  from 
strength  to  strength.  Their 
relationship  is  believed  to 
have  started  after  he  asked 
her  to  manage  his  company  in 
1993. 

“I  liked  the  way  she  oper- 
ated. She  was  really  profes- 

sional and  really  impressed 

me."  Mr  Hudson  told  the 
News  of  the  World  on  Sunday. 
After  leaving  her  husband 

in  1994.  Ms  Allwood  and  Char- 
lie moved  into  a   Solihull  flat 

next  door  to  Mr  Hudson.  The 
couple  sochi  ran  into  personal 
and  professional  problems. 
Mr  Hudson’s  business  folded 
in  1995,  leaving  him  and  Ms 

Allwood  unemployed  and  reli- 
ant on  state  benefits  for  sur- 

vival. although  both  contin- 
ued to  drive  their  BMWs. 

Described  by  friends  as  be- 
sotted with  Mr  Hudson.  Ms 

Allwood  became  desperate  to 
have  his  child  and  thought 
that  her  prayers  had  been 
answered  when  she  became 

pregnant  last  October.  Two 
months  later  Ms  Allwood  lost 
the  child  and  spent  Christmas 
in  hospital  recovering. 
Fraught  with  the  worry 

that  she  might  never  be  able 

to  give  birth  again,  Ms  All- wood became  determined  to 

have  Mr  Hudson’s  child  and 
last  April  went  to  see  her  GP, 

asking  if  she  could  be  pre- 
scribed fertility  drugs. 

The  doctor  treated  Ms  All- 
wood with  a   seven-day  course 

of  the  hormone  naetrodine, 

which  is  injected  Into  the 
arm.  and  Pregnyl  tablets, 
which  have  to  be  taken  at  the 
same  time.  She  was  warned 
not  to  resume  a   full  sexual 
relationship  while  on  the 
drugs  because  she  ran  the 
risk  of  a   multiple  pregnancy. 
The  advice  went  unheeded- 
Mr  Hudson  was  unaware 

that  Ms  Allwood  was  under- 
going fertility  treatment  but 

when  she  told  him  he  ordered 
her  to  stop  taking  the  drugs 

after  two  days  of  the  seven- 
day  course. 

The  couple  continued  to 
have  sex  and  in-May  Ms  All- 

wood brought  a   home  preg- 
nancy kit  which  confirmed 

what  she  had  been  waiting  for 
so  long  to  hear  —   that  the  test 
was  positive  and  she  was 

pregnant It  was  not  until  July,  how- 
ever, that  hospital  scans 

revealed  that  there  were  eight 
babies.  Mr  Hudson  ap- 

proached Central  Television 
and  it  was  Central’s  reaction 
that  brought  home  to  him  fhA 
impact  and  value  of  the  story. 

After  speaking  with  his  so- 
licitor, he  was  advised  to  con- 

tact Max  Clifford.  He  took  the 
couple  to  the  News  of  the 
World  to  hegotlate  a   deaL 

Mr  Clifford  said:  “They  ap- 
proached me  at  the  beginning 

“It  is  extremely 

important  that. . . 

aspects  of  her 
management 

become  a   private 
Issue  between  the 

parents  and  her 
doctors.  It  will  be 

very  difficult  tor 

people  to  take  the 
right  decisions 
under  the  spotlight 
of  the  media.  I   am 

urging  all  mediate 
let  this  story  settle 

now." 
' 

Prof  KyprosNicolaldes,  Ms 

Allwood's  doctor 

“There  is  no 

step  by  step 
or  contingency 

element 
whatsoever  in 

the  contract. 
The  last  thing 

the  News  of  the 

World  would  want 
is  for  her  to  take 

any  risk  herself  or 
to  the  children. 

We  are  not  that 

kind  of  business.” 
Stuart  Kuttner,  managing 

editor  of  the  News  of  the 
World,  yesterday 

of  last*  week  to  tell  me  that 
this  story  was  about  to  break, 
that  people  were  aware  that  it 
was  going  to  happen.  So  they 
came  in  to  see  me  and  I   have 
tried  to  get  together  a   package 
that  would  be  of  maximum 

benefit  to  all  those  involved.” The  nature  of  the  story 

meant  that  a   special  di*ai  bait to  be  worked  out,  effectively 
Unking  tfw  amormt  of  money 

the  couple  receive  to  the  num- ber of  babies  that  will  be  bom 

alive.  While  neither  Mr  Clif- 
ford nor  the  News  of  the 

World  will  confirm  the  money 
involved,  it  is  believed  that 
the  couple  still  stand  to  make 
at  least  £100,000  if  none  of  the 
babies  is  born:  If  all  file 
babies  are  bom  they  could 

make  up  to  £1  million  for 
their  story  and  sponsorship. 

Stuart  Kuttner,  managing 
editor  of  the  News  of  die 
World,  who  was  one  of  the 
key  figures  in  negotiations, 
said  yesterday  there  was  no 
fine  print  linking  the  number 
of  babies  to  the  amount  of 
money. 

He  told  Radio  4's  Today  pro- 
gramme: “There  is  no  step  by 

step  or  contingency  element 
whatsoever  in  the  contract , 

The  last  thing  the  News  of  the J World  would  want  is  for  her 
to  take  any  risk  herself  or  to 
the  children.  We  are  not  that 

kind  nf  buRTnasa.” 
One  thing  the  couple  proba- 

bly never  expected  was 
national  newspapers  compet- 

ing to  expose  toe  most  per- sonal details  of  their  lives.  Ms 

Allwood’s  sister  Jackie  Bur- 

gess is  quoted  in  yesterday's 
Daily  Mail  as  saying:  “Mandy is  infatuated  with  (Pauli  but  I 

|   don’t  think  even  having 

I   Paul’s  babies  would  keep  him. 
i   Ijust  wanthertobe  careftil— 1   her  health  is  already 

suffering.” Ms  Burgess  added:  “Mandy Is  a   vary  strong  character  and 
very  ambitious  herself.  You 
meet  someone  with  property 

and  money  and  your  head 

gets  turned." 

Other  newspapers  claimed 
that  the  couple  have  county 

court  judgments  against  then 

for  foiling  to  pay  debts  total- 
ling almost  £2,000.  According 

to  reports,  the  couple  have 
run  up  debts  at  four  different 
addresses  and  Ms  All  wood 
has  applied  for  credit  cards  at 
least  four  times  under  her 
own  name  and  five  times 

mvler  her  Tnam'pri  lwme. 
The  Daily  Mirror  claimed 

that  Ms  Allwood  and  her  part- 
ner are  to  be  questioned  by 

police  over  a   number  of  petrol 
thefts  in  toe  Midlands  area. 

And  then  there  is  Mr  Hud- 
son’s relationship  with  Marie 

Edwards,  whom  he  met  in  a 

nightclub  in  1991.  and  Ms  All- 
wood’s former  marriage  to  Mr 

Pugh.  ■ 

Ms  Edwards  and  Mr  Hud- 
son are  reported  to  live 

together  in  Leicestershire 
and  have  a   son  called  Kane, 
now  aged  two,  and  Zack,  aged 
seven  months,  who  was  born 
while  Mr  Hudson  was  also 

seeing  Ms  Allwood.  News  of 
her  multiple  pregnancy  has, 
according  to  friends,  left  Ms 
Edwards  upset  and  stunned. 
Some  reports  claim  that  she 

was  unaware  that  he  was  hav- 
ing a   relationship  with another  woman. 

“She  definitely  has  no  in- 
tention of  sharing  Paul  with 

Mandy  —   or  anyone  else  for 

that  matter.” Mr  Pugh,  a   plasterer. 

claims  he  has  spent  thou- 
sands of  pounds  fighting 

court  battles  for  access  to  his 

son  and  Ms  Allwood  was  hav- 
ing an  affair  with  Mr  Hudson 

while  she  was  still  married  to 
him,  which  she  denies. 
Ms  Allwood’s  mother, 

Marion,  who  lives  in  Coven- 
try, says  she  has  disowned 

her  daughter  because  of  her 
relationship  with  Mr  Hudson 
and  found  out  about  the 
multiple  pregnancy  only  in 

the  press.  “She  has  caused  us so  much  hurt.  She  had  a   good 
home  and  a   loving  family  but 

toe  turned  her  bade  on  us.” 

Mandy  Aiiwood  and  Paul  Hudson . . .   friends  said  she  was  besotted  with  him  and  became  desperate  to  have  his  child 

Cash,  fertility  and  a   savage  media 
Ruaridh  KteoU 

JEAN  Vince,  who  gave 
birth  to  sextuplets  in 
May  1993,  yesterday 

had  a-  clear  message  for 

Mandy  Allwood:  “Do what’s  best  for  you  and 

your  kids  and  ignore  what 

the  papers  say.”  Ms  Vince should  know.  The  .   media 

savaged  her. 
Ms  Vince,  then  Gibbrns, 

gave  birth  in  St  James’s hospital  in  Leeds. While  her  children  were 

being  attached  to  drips  and 
placed  into  ventilators,  a 

deal  was  being  struck  be- 
tween the  parents  and  a 

publicity  agent,  Liverpool 
based  Philip  Ettinger.  Her 
babies  were  to  be  optioned 
for  sponsorship  and  their 

parents'  story  offered  for 

sale. 
It  was  for  the  children’s good  because  bringing  up 

that  many  children  is  ex- 
pensive. "We  got  in  touch with  Ettinger  because  he 

had  been  recommended  to 

us,”  said  Ms  Vince.  "We were  totally  in  Ms  hands 
because  we  needed  the 

money  for  the  children." 

The  Vinces  and  their  babies . 

The  deals  quickly  shaped 

up.  Jean’s  partner  Jan  was 
signed  up  by  Carling  Black 

Label.  They  were  also  ex- 
pecting a   slew  of  offers from  baby  food  and  nappy 

making  companies. 
The  babies,  Valerie,  Greg- 

ory, Jessica,  Stephanie. 
Rebecca  and  Katie,  because 
of  their  place  as  only  the 

third  surviving  set  of  sex- 
tuplets in  Britain,  were 

seen  as  the  perfect 

advertisment- 
But  by  the  Sunday 

following  the  birth.  Jean 
and  .Jan  were  under  attack. 

. .   before  the  problems  started 

The  tabloids  were  turning 

them.  over.  It  was  soon 
clear  that  the  couple  were 
not  married,  that  they  did 

not  live  together  and  that 
Jan  had  fathered  three 
other  children  by  another 
woman. “We  were  expecting  bad 

press,"  said  Ms  Vince.  “But not  the  depths  they  went  to. 
“Because  of  the  bad  pub- 

licity it  didn't  look  as  if 
there  was  going  to  be  a 
deal  but  then  the  News  of 
the  World  said  they  would 
do  it.  We  said  yes  because 
we  would  never  have  got 

our  side  of  the  story  out.” 
The  nappy  companies like  their  babies  pure  and 

so  the  sponsorship  deals 

were  last  slipping  away. 

Although  the  couple  mar- ried within  two  months  of 

the  birth,  the  papers  — 

both  tabloid  and  broad- sheet —   had  seen  their  op- 

portunity to  take  the  moral 

high  ground  and  wondered loudly  why  so  much  money had  been  spent  making  an 

unwed  mother  fertile. 
The  Vinces  said  that  they 

always  intended  to  get  mar- ried but  waited  because  she 

was  going  into  hospital. “Everybody  expected  the 

perfect  family,"  she  said. “But  who  has  one  of  those 

these  days."  The  News  of 
the  World,  preferring  to  1 avoid  the  trickier  subjects.  , 

foiled  to  pnt  their  story 
across.  ! 

Three  years  later  her children  are  all  doing  well. 
Despite  the  lack  of  support, 
the  Vinces  are  coping  with 
the  massive  brood. 

“We  get  a   Jot  of  practice, " she  said.  “Although  at 

times  It  gets  pretty  frustrat- 
ing, especially  when 

they’re  all  til.” 

The  whys  and 
wherefores of  fertility 

drug  treatment What  are  these  fertility 

drugs  that  Mandy  Allwood took? 

Injectable  gonadotrophins  are hormone  injections  made 
from  the  urine  of  menopausal 
women .   They  cause  a   woman 
to  ovulate. 

Who  takes  them? 

Women  who  are  failing  to  con- ceive because  they  are  not 

ovuln  ting.  About  one  in  six 

couples  are  infertile  or  under- fertile  —   ovulation  is  behind 
the  problems  of  about  21  per 
cent  of  them.  Male  problems 
accou  nt  for  26  per  cent  tubal 

damage  14  per  cent  and  unex- plained problems  28  per  cent. 

Is  this  1VF? 

No.  In  vitro  fertilisation  is  the 
ex  traction  of  eggs  to  be  fertil- ised by  sperm  in  a   test  tube. 
But  fertility  drugs  are  also 
taken  in  the  early  stages  of 
IYF  to  increase  tlie  number  of 

eggs  the  woman  produces. 

Can  yon  get  fertility  drugs 

over  the  counter  with  a   GP’s 
prescription? 
No.  GPs  may  prescribe  a   mild 
tablet  if  they  think  a   woman  is not  ovulating  properly,  but 

anyone  with  real  problems 
will  be  referred  on  to  an  NHS 
hospital  or  private  fertility 
clinic. 

Do  you  have  to  be  in  a   stable relationship  to  get  fertility 

drugs  on  the  NHS? 
Not  necessarily.  It  depends  on 
the  attitude  of  the  local  health 
authority — some  will  not  pay 

for  treatment  unless  the  wom- 
an is  married  or  has  been  co- 

habiting for  some  time.  Others 
make  no  conditions.  And  GPs 
sometimes  refuse  to  refer 

women  for  treatment. 

What  about  private  clinics? 
Those  that  do  IYF  are  licensed 

by  the  Human  Fertilisation and  Embryology  Authority, 

which  requires  them  to  con- sider the  welfare  of  any  child 

that  may  be  born.  This  means 

looking  at  toe  domestic  cir- cumstances of  the  would-be 
parents.  Clinics  do  not  have  to do  it  when  treating  women 
with  fertility  drugs,  but  toe 

authority  generally  expects 
them  to  uphold  the  same 

standards. 

Do  women  inject  the  drugs 
themselves? 

The  patient  can  be  taught  to 
do  so.  but  more  often  it  is  done 

by  a   district  nurse  or  the  GP. 
It  must  be  done  at  the  begin- 

ning of  the  patient’s  cycle  and often  other  drugs  are  given 

first  to  suppress  the  woman’s own  hormones. 

Does  it  work? Some  women  respond  straight 

away  and  foil  pregnant;  others 

never do. 
How  does  a   multiple  preg- 

nancy come  about? There  is  always  a   danger  that 
a   woman  will  overreact  to  the 

drugs.  Doctors  monitor  toe 

patient's  reaction  closely — often  daily.  If  she  is  producing 

many  eggs,  she  is  told  to 
refrain  from  sexual  inter- course to  avoid  a   multiple 

pregnancy.  She  will  then  be given  a   lower  dose  duringa 

later  cycle. 
If  a   multiple  pregnancy 

occurs,  what  Is  the  usual 

procedure? Any  multiple  pregnancy  car- ries dangers  for  both  mother 

and  babies.  Doctors  often advise  a   reduction  in  the  num- 
bers when  four  foetuses  are 

conceived  —   even  though 

quadruplets  can  be  conceived 
naturally  and  survive. 

Report:  Sarah  Boseley 

MICHELIN  PILOTS  NUMBER  50  VICTORIES 
Afichelin  Pilots  have  notched  up  an 

impressive  50  victories  in  the  three 
 years 

since  Afichelin  entered  the  British  
Tounng 

Car  Clsampionship .   That's  more  than  all 

other  competing  tyre  manufa
cturers  The 

put  together  and  58%  of
  the  total 

f&C
 

Choice 

number  of  starts  since  1993.  Moreover, 

Michelin  Pilots  won  the  Championship 

outright  in  1994  and  1995. 
And  it  should  come  as  no  surprise  that  most  of 

the  famous  " Pilots  *   this  year  are  racing 

f   Champions  on  Michelin  -   ClelamL  Harvey,  Leslie, 

Menu,  Radisich,  Rydell  and  Winkelhock  to 

name  but  a   few.  And  no  wonder  that  this 

year  Afichelin  Pilot  tyres  are  also  the  choice 

of  virtually  all  the  leading  car  marques  - 
BAfW,  ford,  Honda,  Nissan,  Peugeot, 

Renault,  Vauxlmll  and  Volvo. 

Make  Michelin  Pilot  tyres  your  first  choice. 

After  all,  they  are  the  choice  of  champions. 
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4   BRITAIN      
MoD’s  belated  attempt  to  explain  away  evidence  of  1 959  weapons  accident  unlikely  to  satisfy  critics 

Nuclear  denial  ‘not  enough’ 
SaumasMUne 

THE  Government's 
attemp
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yester

day 
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first  docum
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growing
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s  
for  a 

full  account
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The  49  Squadron  record 
book  at  RAF  Wittering,  Cam- 

bridgeshire. for  May  1959  — 
first  revealed  at  the  weekend 
and  now  lodged  at  the  Public 
Record  Office  in  Kew  — 
recorded  that  during  "Exer- 

cise Mayflighr  a   “2,000lb  nu- clear weapon  was  acciden- 
tally JtliLsoned  . . .   severe damage  resulted  to  the 

weapon". 

An  MoD  spokeswoman  said 
last  night  that  it  was  not  yet 
clear  whether  such  an  acci- 

i   dent  had  taken  place.  In  any 
case  it  could  not  involve  a   nu- 

I   clear  weapon  because  such |   exercises  never  used  live  war- 

j   heads.  "It  would  have  been  an inert  training  round,  or 
dummy,’'  she  insisted. 

She  said  that  she  could  not 
explain  why  the  squadron 
commander  had  used  the 
“phraseology"  he  did  because 
it  was  so  long  after  the  event 
Government  explanations 

of  the  other  main  focus  of  con- 
cern over  nuclear  weapons 

accidents  —   the  growing  evi- 
dence of  radiation  leaks  from 

a   burnt-out  US  nuclear-armed 
aircraft  at  Greenham  Com- 

mon in  the  late  1950s  —   seem 
no  more  likely  to  silence  its  - 
chorus  of  critics. 
The  MoD  said  that  leaked 

research  carried  out  in  1961 

by  two  government  scientists 
showing  contamination  of  the 
surrounding  area  with  en- 

riched uranium  235  —   the  fis- 
sile component  of  nuclear 

weapons  —   had  had  been  con- 
tradicted by  studies  in  1986  , 

and  1994. Even  if  the  original  report  I 
was  correct,  the  MoD  said  I 

yesterday,  the  levels  of  radia- tion were  relatively  low  — 
and  it  would  be  impossible 
now  to  determine  the  cause  of 
its  release. 

Labour  and  the  Liberal 

Democrats  called  for  the  Gov- 

ernment to  “come  clean". 
John  Reid,  Labour's  defence 
spokesman,  warned  yester- 

day that  the  “MoD  should 
have  learned  from  long  expe- 

rience that  a   cover  up  be- 
comes a   bigger  story  in  the 

end”. 

A   CND  spokesman,  Eddie 

Goncalves,  said:  "Each  line  of 
defence  looks  more  implausi- 

ble than  the  last.  If  the  MoD  is 
right  in  claiming  there  have 
only  been  minor  incidents. 

I   then  they  have  obviously 
nothing  to  lose  by  publishing 
the  details,  but  they  refuse  to 

do  that" 

In  1991.  Sir  Ronald  Ox- 

burgh,  the  MoD’s  chief  scien- 
tific adviser,  reported  20  “in- cidents” involving  nuclear 

weapons.  He  remarked  that 
although  he  bad  no  evidence 
of  serious  damage  to  the 
weapons,  he  had  no  way  of 

knowing  whether  he  was 
given  all  the  information. 
In  the  wake  of  the  latest 

revelations.  Newbury  council 
is  commissioning  a   survey  of 

the  Greenham  Common  base 
to  investigate  fears  that  radia- tion emissions  are  behind  a 
cluster  of  leukaemia  cases.  A 

tram  from  Southampton  uni- 

versity will  analyse  soil 
samples. 

The  Government's  Commit- tee on  Medical  Aspects  of 

Radiation  in  the  Environ- ment is  re-opening  its  own  in- 
vestigation. There  is  also  con- cern in  the  area  that  concrete 

from  the  Greenham  runway 
is  being  used  to  build  the nearby  Newbury  bypass. 

One  reason  wiry  both  the 
British  and  US  governments 
are  thought  to  have  been  so 
adamant  that  no  bomb  acci- dents have  taken  place  is  the 

scale  of  potential  compensa- tion claims  that  could  he 

made  if  a   link  was  established with  the  cancer  victims. 

FIREFIGHTERS  search  homes  in  Black  Bull  Road. Folkestone,  yesterday  after  six  people  were  injured 
when  a   shop  collapsed  due  to  the  weight  of  the  rainwater 
from  Dash  floods  writes  Lucy  Manning.  A   Kent  Fire  Bri- 

gade spokesman  said:  “It  tumbled  like  a   pack  of  cards." 
The  floods  caused  chaos  In  Kent  as  buildings  collapsed 

and  were  set  on  Are  due  to  torrential  rain  and  lightning. 
The  fire  brigade  received  a   call  every  25  seconds. 

Folkestone  High  Street  was  left  under  six  inches  of 
water  and  firefighters  using  inflatable  boats  had  to 
rescue  42  people  from  a   row  of  flooded  bouses.  Five  were 
taken  to  hospital  with  minor  injuries. 

Four  houses  were  hit  by  lightning.  “One  of  the  inci- 
dents was  serious"  said  Geoff  Cooper  of  Kent  Fire  Bri- 

gade “but  thankfully  no  one  was  hurt. "The  lightning  also 
hit  power  supplies,  and  thousands  of  homes  around 

Dover,  Folkestone  and  Hythe  were  without  electricity. 
The  floods  caused  disruption  on  the  roads  near  Ashford 
and  the  M20.  which  was  down  to  one  lane.  The  rain 
caused  signalling  problems  at  Ashford,  which  disrupted 
rail  services.  Euros  tar  trains  passing  through  Ashford 
International  Station  were  also  affected. 
A   London  Weather  Centre  spokesman  said  the  heavy 

rain  was  localised  and  the  situation  should  improve  soon. 

Labour  ‘would  discuss  reform  with  monarchy9 
Rebecca  Smtthers 

Political  Correspondent 

LABOUR  appeared  to  con- 
cede yesterday  that  a 

Blair  government  would 
have  to  consider  reforms  to 

the  monarchy,  after  publica- 
tion of  plans  by  one  of  its  own 

parliamentary  candidates 
calling  for  the  Queen  to  be 
stripped  of  her  constitutional 

powers  and  reduced  to  a   cere- 
monial figurehead. 

In  a   7,500-word  pamphlet 
entitled  Long  to  Reign  Over 
Us?,  published  yesterday  by 
the  leftwing  Fabian  Society. 
Paul  Richards  urges  Tony 

Blair  to  end  "Labour's  last 
taboo"  by  addressing  the  need for  reform. 

Mr  Richards.  Labour's  par- 
liamentary candidate  for  Bil- 

lericay  In  Essex,  has  put 

together  proposals  which  in- 
clude scrapping  the  Civil  List, 

the  transfer  of  all  powers  en- 
compassed by  Royal  Preroga- 

tive to  the  Commons  Speaker, 
a   new  national  anthem  and  a 
referendum  on  the  future  of 
the  monarchy  every  10  years. 
“The  Labour  Party,  to  be 

serious  about  governing  Brit- 
ain. cannot  duck  the  issue 

any  longer he  writes.  "This issue  is  something  that  the 
Labour  Party  has  managed 
particularly  well  in  its  96- 
year  history.  No  serious  at- 

tempt has  been  made  by  any 
Labour  government  to  reform 
the  monarchy,  nor  has  any 
serious  suggestion  been  made 
of  reform  while  in 

opposition.” Labour  sources  moved 

swiftly  to  distance  the  parts’ 
from  the  report  insisting  it 
did  not  constitute  parts'  Pol- 

icy, and  that  Mr  Biair  would 
not  be  influenced  by  it. 

Frank  Dobson,  the  shadow 
environment  secretary,  said: 

“Tony  Blair  has  consistently 
expressed  his  great  admira- 

tion for  the  job  the  Queen 
does.  There  is  no  prospect  of  a 
Labour  government  seeking 
to  alter  the  role  or  the  politi- 

cal status  of  the  Queen." 
However,  the  party’s  consti- tutional affairs  spokesman. 

Doug  Henderson,  appeared  to 
concede  there  could  be  some  I 

changes.  "I  think  the  Queen 
recognises  that  change  has  to  1 
Like  place.  A   Labour  govern- 

ment will  have  continuing 
talks  with  the  monarchy  on 
bow  jointly  we  think  change 

could  take  place.”  he  said. The  Conservative  Party 

1   pointed  out  that,  far  from 
being  a   leftwinger.  Mr  Rich- 

ards was  considered  a   Blair- 
ite.  The  Fabian  Society  num- 

|   bers  90  Labour  frontbenchers, with  Mr  Blair  as  a   patron. 

Arguing  that  New  Labour 
has  drawn  up  policies  on 

every  constitutional  issue 
from  the  House  of  Lords  to  a 

Welsh  parliament.  Mr  Rich- 
ards says  it  should  take  up 

his  reforms  to  complete  the 
package.  Mr  Richards  exposes 

what  he  considers  Labour’s 
hypocrisy  over  its  relation- 

ship with  the  royal  family.  In 
1908.  Edward  VH  banned  Keir 
Hardie  —   chairman  of  the 
Parliamentary  Labour  Party 
—   from  royal  garden  parties. 
“The  PLP,  true  to  form, 

mounted  a   boycott  of  all  royal 

events  until  Hardie's  name was  back  on  the  guest  list 

and  the  palace  backed  down” he  writes.  “The  Labour  Party 
took  its  place  at  the  establish- 

ment top  table.” 

Tory  right 
angered  by 
central  role 
for  Dorrell 

in  poll  run-up 
Rebecca  Smtthers 

THE  Conservative  Party chairman.  Brian  Mawhin- 
ney.  has  triggered  fresh  ten- sions within  the  Tory  high 
command  by  giving  Health 
Secretary  Stephen  Dorrell  a 
key  campaigning  role  in  the 
run-up  to  the  general  election. 
Mr  Dorrell  —   widely  seen 

as  a   potential  leadership  can- 
didate of  the  Tory  left  —   has 

been  appointed  to  lead  the  as- 
sault on  Labour's  proposed constitutional  reforms. 

The  Prime  Minister  has 
said  he  will  make  the  consti- 

tution a   key  campaign  issue, 
and  he  plans  to  make  maxi- 

mum capital  out  of  Labour's 
watering  down  of  its  commit- 

ment to  devolution  in  Scot- 
land and  Wales. 

But  the  combative  Mr  Wa- 

ve hinney  —   now  on  holiday  — 1 
has  angered  rightwing  mem- bers of  the  Cabinet  by  giving 

the  crucial  brief  to  Mr  Dor- 
relL  The  Home  Secretary. 
Michael  Howard,  feels  the  job 
should  have  been  handed  to 
him.  while  Scottish  Secretary 
Michael  Forsyth  and  Welsh 
Secretary-  William  Hague  also 
believe  that  they  have  been 

wrongly  sidelined. Mr  Dorrell  will  be  joined  by 
Defence  Secretary  Michael 
Portillo.  Mr  Howard  and  Dep- 

The  Tory  campaign  team:  clockwise  from  top  left,  Stephen 
Dorrell  and  the  Michaels  Portillo,  Heseltine  and  Howard 

uty  Prime  Minister  Michael 
Heseltine  to  make  up  the  par- 

ty's high-powered  election 
campaign  team. 
Mr  Portillo  yesterday  took 

over  the  reigns  from  Mr  Ma- 

whlnney  as  the  party's  most senior  spokesman.  After returning  from  holiday  on 

Sunday  night  he  was  cata- pulted straight  into  the  row 
about  Labour’s  policy  on  the 
monarchy. 

He  was  also  propelled  into 
the  front  line  to  defend  the 

Conservative  Party’s  contro- 
versial poster  campaign  por- 

traying Tony  Blair  as  a   wild- 

eyed demon.  Yesterday  he 

sought  to  play  down  sugges- 
tions that  there  were  any  ten- 

sions In  the  Cabinet  "I  sim- 
ply don’t  believe  the  story 

that  there  is  unhappiness"  he 
told  BBC  Radio  4’s  Today 

programme. 

"It  is  understood  that  in 

this  period  . . .   cabinet  minis- 
ters have  to  take  a   broad  po- litical look  at  issues. 

“The  constitution,  for  ex- 

ample. is  not  only  Scotland 
and  Wales,  it’s  also  Europe, it's  also  the  monarchy,  and 

one  cabinet  minister  hag  to 
bring  all  those  points 
together.  Stephen  Dorrell  is 
very  well  positioned  indeed  to 

do  that” 

Switched  to  health  in  John 
Major's  1995  reshuffle,  Mr 
Dorrell  has  won  plaudits  for 
his  calm  handling  of  the  beef crisis. 

Today  he  will  detail  the  pro- 
gress that  has  been  made  in 

attaining  the  5   per  cent  cuts 
in  management  costs  of  NHS 
trusts  which  he  has  called  for 
to  funnel  more  money  into  pa- 

tient care. 

The  Tories'  tactic  over  the 
summer  months  while  Parlia- 

ment is  in  recess  will  be  to 
appoint  cabinet  members  to 
act  as  senior  party  spokesmen 
for  short  periods  coinciding 
with  announcements  in  their 

own  policy  areas. 
Next  week,  Mr  Howard  will launch  a   campaign  on  law 

and  order.  Early  next  month 
the  Chancellor,  Kenneth 
Clarke  —   while  not  a   member 

of  the  main  campaigns  team —   will  focus  on  the  economy. 
Mr  Heseltine  will  be  charged 

with  a   campaign  of  his  own, 
the  theme  of  which  is  still  to 

be  decided. 

‘Oh  God,  what  an  injustice’ — Welsh  seek  pardon  for  working  class  hero  hanged  after  1831  uprising 
Jamas  Moikle 

HE  WAS  a   working  class hero  when  Karl  Marx 
was  barely  a   teenager. 
Today.  133  years  after  Die 
Penderyn.  a   martyr  of  the 
1831  Merthyr  rising,  was 
executed.  Welsh  campaign- 

ers plan  to  petition  the 
Home  Secretary-  Michael 
Howard,  for  a   pardon. 
They  hope  recognition 

that  Penderyn  was  Innocent 
will  help  turn  the  still  mod- 

est annual  commemoration 
of  his  death  into  a   national 
day  of  remembrance. 
"This  is  a   wrong  that 

really  has  to  he  righted" said  Charlie  Gale,  a   Labour 
councillor  In  Cardiff  for  23 

years.  “The  whole  episode 
was  a   great  injustice." In  1831  iron  and  coal 
workers  took  over  the  Mid 
Glamorgan  town  for  nearly 

five  days.  They  are  fam- 
ously claimed  to  have  pa- 

raded under  a   sheet  daubed 
with  the  blood  of  a   lamb 
and  a   calf. 

Up  to  two  dozen  men, 
women  and  children  died, 

and  another  74  were  in- 
jured in  the  subsequent 

fighting,  and  Penderyn. 
aged  23.  was  accused  of 

stabbing  a   soldier,  one  Pri- 

vate Black  of  the  93rd  High-  natf  or  as  a   victim  of  au- 
landers.  He  was  taken  to  thorltle9  determined  to 

Cardiff' and  hanged,  his  last  stamp  out  trouble.” words  being:  “Oh  God,  Others  accused  of  leading 

what  an  injustice.’ 

the  disturbances  were 

Rhodri  Morgan,  Labour  transported.  Forty  years 
MP  for  Cardiff  West,  said:  later,  a   man  called  Iuean “Wales  has  never  been  able 

to  decide  whether  to  regard 
Penderyn  as  an  innocent  deathbed. 

Parker  is  said  to  have  con- fessed to  the  attack  on  his 
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News  in  brief    

Tube  strike  off  as 

ballot  is  called 

hours  and  nay  package  to  a   ballot  
of  the  -.200  uri  • 

But  the  future  of  the  dispute,  which 

network  seven  turnover  the  past  cou
pfe  of  moi Jtlli  mtngs 

ir,  HM»h.iWnreas  Aslef  the  main  drivers  uni
on,  wiuiwom 

RailMaritin.*  -nndl^ns^riunmn  
is 

urging  a ’No"  vote.  LUmoimgireareprep.-
ired  to  mtttw 

drivers’  aim  of  a   3S-hour  week  by  19W.  __ 

years’  wage  settlements  at  2   per  cent  
below  the  inflation  rate a   pay  cut  in  real  terms  of  more  than  **  .   . 

Lew  Adams.  Aslefs  general  temuay
tMA  deal  w»  a 

“victory  and  a   severe  embarrassment  tor  thi
  Governme  . 

which  had  interfered  in  the  dispute.  But :   Bo
b iCrow RMT 

assistant  general  secretary,  said  the  real  pa
>  t   ut  was  too  MM* 

a   price  to  pay”.  —   Seumas  Milne 

Major  boost  for  Goldsmith 

THE  financier  Sir  James  Goldsmith  yesterday  appoud^
dn  for- 

mer  Downing  Street  aide  as  his  Referendum  Party 
 s   chief  press 

officer.  Ian  Beaumont.  38.  spent  seven^d-n-ha
tf  m 

the  No  10  press  office  under  Margaret  Thatcher  and  J
ohn  Major 

before  Joining  the  Metropolitan  police  press  team  two  
yeans  ago. 

Although  Mr  Beaumont  as  a   civil  servant  was  suppose^one 

politically  impartial,  his  recruitment  to  the  Referendum  
Pi\rt> 

will  be  seen  as  something  of  a   coup  for  Sir  James.  Tw  Tories  
are 

already  alarmed  at  his  threat — backed  by  a   £20  million  wnrehest 
— to  run  candidates  against  Conservatives  at  the  general  election 

unless  thev  support  his  call  for  a   referendum  on  Britain  
s   mem- 

bership of  the  EU.  Some  Conservative  strategists  f«u-  they  could undermine  their  chances  in  a   number  of  key  marginals. 

‘Glorious  Twelfth’  troubles 

THE  OPENING  day  or  the  red  grouse  shooting  season  —   the 
“Glorious  Twelfth” — got  off  to  a   turbulent  start  yesterday .   A 

gamekeeper  was  injured  when  around  50  animal  rights  cam- 

paigners charged  across  Stanhope  Common,  west  Durham,  wav- ing sticks  and  flags  at  a   12-strong  shooting  party.  Police  from 
Durham  and  Cumbria  allowed  the  hunting  party  to  mow  on. 

The  Savoy  Hotel  in  London  which  had  grouse  on  the  menu  was 

besieged  by  banner-waving  protesters  from  London  Animal 
Action  and  the  Hunt  Saboteurs  Association.  Police  moved  cam- 

paigners from  the  hotel's  entrance,  which  they  said  was  in  a 
private  street,  and  their  protests  continued  in  The  Strand.  A 

spokesman  for  London  Animal  Action  said:  “There’s  nothing 
glorious  about  the  twelfth  of  August  for  the  grouse.” 

Boys’  blood  samples  wanted 
FRENCH  investigators  hunting  the  killer  of  the  Cornish  school- 

girl Caroline  Dickinson  confirmed  yesterday  that  they  wish  to 
take  blood  samples  from  the  four  teenage  boys  who  travelled  with 
her  Launceston  College  party  to  Britanny.  Caroline,  who  was  13. 
was  found  raped  and  suffocated  three  weeks  ago  In  the  small 
youth  hostel  dormitory  she  was  sharing  with  tour  classmates  in 
the  town  cfPieine  Fougeres. 

Last  week  when  police  released  Patrice  Fade,  a   39- year-old 
vagrant  who  had  confessed  to  the  crime.  DNA  tests  showed  he 
could  not  have  committed  the  rape.  A   French  source  confirmed 
that,  unlike  the  male  coach  driver  and  two  male  teachers  in  the 

group,  the  four  boys  had  not  given  blood  tests. 
Paul  Tyler,  toe  Liberal  Democrat  MP  for  Cornwall  North,  said 

the  lack  of  information  from  France  was  not  helpful  in  terms  of 
dispellingspeculation.  •—  Akx  Dural  Smith  in  Paris  and  Geoffrey 
Gibbs 

BBC  efficiency  reviewed 

VIRGINIA  Bottom  ley,  the  National  Heritage  Secretary-  yesterday 
ordered  a   fresh  efficiency  study'  into  the  BBC  to  review  the  level  of 
toe  television  licence  fee  currently  at  £89.50  for  colour  and  £30  for 
black  and  white.  Consultants  Braxton  Associate  will  examine 

toe  corporation’s  progress  in  achievuigjgreater  efficiency  and 
exploiting  additional  sources  of  revenue. 
A   BBC  spokesman  said  “We  look  forward  to  taking  the  oppor- 

tunity to  demonstrate  how  we  have  further  improved  our  effi- 
ciency, exceeding  the  targets  set  for  us  at  the  last  review  and 

turning  savings  into  enhanced  programme  output”  In  its  annual report  last  month  the  corporation  said  It  had  ploughed  savings  of 
£100  million  back  into  programme-making  over  the  past  year. 
Staff  had  fallen  by  850  to  19,800.  — ■   Andrew  Gilf 

Railtrack’s  dire  warning 
A   SHOCK-tactic  cassette  tape,  using  graphic  language  to  warn 
drivers  of  toe  dangers  tf  misusing  automatic  level  crossings,  was 

Issued  yesterday  by  Rail  track.  It  tells  motorists:  “If  you  get  hit  by a   high-speed  train,  toe  police  could  be  looking  for  your  remains 
over  as  much  as  three-quarters  of  a   mile  of  track.  What  remains  of 
you  and  your  passenger  could  end  up  being  scraped  off  the  track 

and  put  into  several  plastic  bags.” dive  Hammond,  Railtrack  Great  Western  s   public  affairs  man- 
ager, said:  “It’s  deliberately  provocative  in  order  to  create  aware- ness and  save  lives.  We  must  raise  public  awareness  of  the  very 

real  dangers  of  ignoring  the  safety  code." 

Prisoner  found  hanged 
THE  Prison  Reform  Trust  called  for  further  training  in  suicide 
prevention  for  prison  staff  yesterday  after  a   21-year-old  remand prisoner  was  found  hanged  in  Armiey  jail,  Leeds.  Andrew  Smith, of  Beeston,  Leeds,  had  been  in  the  Victorian  prison  since  the  end 
of  May.  feeing  robbery  charges.  The  acting  prison  governor Chris  Walker,  said  that  the  dead  man  was  not  on  the  suicide  watch 
list  introduced  after  a   spate  erf  deaths  between  1988  and  199*>  Mr Smith  was  on  his  own  in  a   cell  in  B   Wing,  which  houses  a   mixture 
of  remand  and  convicted  inmate. A   recent  trust  report  criticised  the  jail  for  the  amountof  time 
prisoners  spend  in  their  cells,  which  was  exceeded  only  by Wormwood  Scrubs  in  London.  —   Martin  Wainwright 

Correction 

1996.  and  pot  as  reported  m   Saturday’s  Guardian.  The  decline reconirf  m   figures  from  Radio  Joint  Audience  Research  Lidias 
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BRITAIN  5 

Investors  get  a   slice 
of  Macbeth  action 
Dan  GlaEster  on  how  £500  buys  info  a   ‘fine  tragic  screenplay1 

THE  advertising  pro- 
claimed: “Your 

chance  to  share  in 
the  next  exciting 

chapter  of  British  film  his- 
tory.** It  could  equally  have 

said:  “So  yon  wanna  be  in 

the  movies?” The  latest  trend  in  the 
British  film  industry  got 

under  way  yesterday  at  a 
castle  near  Fife:  Macbeth, 
starring  Jason  Connery, 

son  of  Sean,  Helen  Raxen- 
dale  and  Brian  Blessed,  and 
a   small  army  of  private 

investors. 
Macbeth  is  the  first  pro- 

duction from  Macbeth  pic, 
an  offshoot  of  Grampian 
Television  and  Cromwell 
Productions  Limited,  the 
company  that  made  The 
Brace  and  Chasing  The 

Deer,  two  straight-to- video 

epics. 
All  three  have  been  fi- 

nanced by  a   share  issue.  , 

with  private  individuals  in- 
vesting a   minimnm  of  £500. 

As  well  as  the  usual  perks, 

they  also  get  to  appear  in 
the  film. 

“They  all  seem  very 

happy  to  come  down  and 

have  a   go,”  said  Connery, 
adjusting  his  costume  in 

the  castle’s  medieval  dress- 
ing room.  Connery  plays 

the  title  role  in  what  the 

share  offer  described  as 

Helen  Baxendale:  ‘I  know 

how  hard  it  is  to  get  funds’ 

“one  of  the  finest  tragic 

screenplays  ever  written”. “I’d  heard  about  the 

scheme  because  I'd  seen  the 
advertisements  in  the 

press,”  said  Connery.  “A 
lot  of  people  pooh-poohed 
the  idea  initially,  but  in  the 

States  they’ve  created  a 
film  industry  that  has  be- 

come self-perpetuating, 

whereas  here  we  don’t  have 
an  industry  as  such.  What 
has  been  done  here  is 

pretty  courageous.'’ 
Helen  Baxendale,  who 

plays  Lady  Macbeth,  I 

agreed.  “I  didn't  know  any- 1 

thing  about  the  unconven- 

tional way  of  funding,”  she 
said.  “I  think  there’s  a   lot 

of  snobbery  going  on.  I’ve written  a   short  film  so  I 
know  how  difficult  it  is  to 

get  funding.” 
The  film’s  producer.  Bob 

Carruthers,  denied  the  idea 

was  just  a   cinematic  varia- 
tion of  vanity  publishing. 

“It  would  be  like  vanity 

publishing  if  there  wasn’t an  established  company  be- 

hind it,”  he  said.  “We learned  a   lot  of  lessons 
from  The  Bruce.  It  got  quite 

a   bad  reception  in  some 

places  but  it's  working 
much  better  for  TV  sales.  It 
was  a   bit  like  being  struck 

by  lightning  because  Brave- heart  came  out  at  the  same 

time.” 

The  movies  do  not  neces-  '■ sarily  represent  a   good 

money-making  ventare. 
Macbeth,  to  be  followed  by 

King  Lear  next  year,  should 
be  released  at  the  end  of  the 

year,  if  all  goes  well.  Inves- tors should  not  hold  their 
breath  waiting  for  a   return, 
however. 

“The  investors  in  Chas- 

ing the  Deer  will  take  five 
to  10  years  to  get  their 

money  back/'  said  Car- ruthers. “For  many  people 
in  the  film  world  that 

would  be  a   result.” 

Groundsman’s  appeal 
dismissed  by  tribunal 
John  Ezard 

IN  HAPPIER  days,  Tony 
Pocock  could  think  of  noth- 

ing better  than  being  a 
head  cricket  groundsman. 

Asked  about  his  worst  experi- 

ence in  his  job.  he  said:  “1 
can’t  think  of  one." 

But  yesterday  his  30  year 

career  at  Fenner’s.  Cam- 
bridge, ended  in  defeat  and 

depression.  Mr  Pocock,  aged 
47  —   a   single  man  who  was 
married  to  his  work  and  still 

in  love  with  it  —   lost  an  in- dustrial tribunal  case. 

It  rejected  his  charge  that 
Cambridge  university  had 
constructively  dismissed  him 
and  breached  his  contract  by 

offering  him  a   job  preparing 

synthetic  pitches  at  an  indoor 
sports  centre. 

Mr  Pocock,  who  joined  Fen- 
ner’s when  be  was  17,  had 

been  head  groundsman  since 
1980  and  was  only  the  fourth 
person  since  1830  to  hold  the 
position.  He  said  afterwards 

that  he  was  “very  disap- 

pointed Indeed”  by  the  deci- 
sion. He  has  not  worked  since 

late  1994  because  of  depres- 
sion and  stress. 

Mr  Pocock  complained  that 
the  university  had  forced  him 
out  of  his  job  after  complaints 
about  the  pitches  he  prepared 
for  first  class  games  against 

Worcestershire  and  New  Zea- 
land in  the  summer  of  1994. 

The  tribunal  heard  the  .Fen- 

Tony  Pocock:  criticised  for 

Fenner’s  pitch  preparation 

ner’s  wicket  had  to  be  relaid 
on  the  orders  of  the  Test  arid 

County  Cricket  Board.  Mr  Po- 
cock suffered  from  depression 

when  an  outside  contractor 

was  hired. - 
The  TCCB  had  threatened 

to  withdraw  Fenner’s  status as  a   venue  for  first  class mjcket 

According  to  evidence  to 
the  tribunal,  Harry  Brind,  the 

TCCB’s  wicket  inspector 
wrote:  “We  must  stress  that 
the  renovation  work  will  be  to 
no  avail  unless  in  future  the 
correct  methods  of  pitch  prep- 

aration and  ground  mainte- 

nance are  employed." Mr  Pocock  said  the  pitch 
problems  were  caused  by  a 

“dreadfully"  wet  start  to  the 
season.  “It  would  not  dry  out 
There  was  nothing  I   could 

have  done  to  prevent  that” He  was  supported  by  the 
19%  edition  of  Wlsden  cricket 

annual  which  said  “the  wet 
weather  did  not  help  Tony  Po- 

cock’’. His  counsel,  Ingrid 
Simla,  told  the  hearing: 

“They  decided  to  use  Mr  Po- 

cock as  a   scapegoat". Mr  Pocock  said  in  evidence, 

“I  loved  my  job  as  head 

groundsman.  1   would  not 
have  willingly  given  it  up  for 
all  the  world.  I   had  antici- 

pated that  it  would  be  a   job 

lor  life”. 

Tony  Lemons,  university 

director  of  physical  educa- 
tion, said  he  had  been  satis- 

fied with  Mr  Pocock’s  perfor- 
mance. The  new,  better-paid 

job  was  offered  because  he 
thought  Mr  Pocock  might 
wish  to  move  away  from  the 

“immense  pressures’’  at  Fen- ner’s. ‘‘It  Is  bewildering  why 

he  has  misunderstood  the 

situation.’’ 

The  tribunal  decided  that 

Fenner's  management  com- mittee had  lost  confidence  in 

Mr  Pocock  and  wanted  to  per- 
suade him  to  resign. 

It  had  acted  inconsiderately 

in  offering  him  the  new  job  in 
a   way  that  appeared  to 

threaten  his  position  at  Fen- 
ner’s. But  it  had  dealt  with 

his  grievances  satisfactorily and  assured  him  his  position 

was  not  under  threat 

In  four  decades 

of  courtroom 
fighting  over  what 
is  probably  the 
most  hazardous 

product  available 
to  consumers 
the  tobacco 
industry  has 

shown  remarkable 
immunity  from 
liability. 

i //^Guardian  International  Umbrella 

protect  youreeH  from  the 

elements  with  the  stylish 

Guardian  international  umbrella. 

This  large  blue  and  white  golfing  umbrefla 

features  a   tox  frame  and  wooden  hand
le. 

£19.50.  Price  indudes  postage,  packing and  handling  charges. 

jr  aider  please  AH  In  the  form  below  and  a*nd 

emotional  Offer.  PO  Box  355.  Buahey.  Hert»wmj
t4A. 

toque  or  money  order  for  the  full  amount  
or  fill  In  your 

sard  details. 

,se  send  me   Guanwn  International  umbreltv's  at  ̂
   19.50:  ce& 
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Balvaird  Castle,  Tayside,  where  Macbeth  pic  is  filming  the  tragedy  starring  Jason 
Connery,  above  right  Baxendale  and  an  army  of  small  investors  photograph:  murdo  mscleod 

Insurance 
offered  for 
drug  injury 
Owen  Bowcott 

INSURANCE  against  the 

consequences  of  drug  tak- 

ing was  put  on  sale  yes- terday  by  a   firm  of  City 
brokers  in  the  face  or  claims 
that  the  policy  will  encourage 
teenage  ecstasy  abuse. 
Goodfellow  Rebecca  In- 

grams Pearsons  Ltd  is  offer- 
ing up  to  £100.000  in  lump sum  compensation  for  those who  suffer  ■•permanent  total 

disability"  after  taking  non- 
injected  drugs. With  a   premium  of  £15  a 

year,  the  policy  is  aimed  at 
parents  who  fear  they  cannot 
control  their  children,  rather 

than  at  young  people  who  be- 
lieve they  are  in  danger  from 

swallowing  drugs  such  as  ec- 
stasy. LSD  or  amphetamines. 

Around  70  people  have  been 

killed  by  ecstasy  since  the 
late  1980s.  including  Leah 

Betts  of  Essex,  who  died  after 

taking  the  drug  at  her  lath 
birthday  party. 

Leah’s  mother.  Janet,  yes- 
terday attacked  the  insurance 

plan  as  exploitative.  “This kind  of  thing  gives  me  a 

fUnny  sick  feeling."  she  said. “I  wonder  what  the  world  is 

coming  to.  It  is  just  another 
sales  pitch,  and  this  man  is  as 

bad  as  the  dealers.  I   don't think  many  parents  will  take 

up  this  offer." 

The  insurance,  which  also 

provides  compensation  for 
death  and  disablement,  is 

underwritten  by  one  French 
and  three  German  insurers, 

all  of  whom  have  asked  to 
remain  anonymous. 

Last  week  Lloyd's  insur- ance market  withdrew  its 

support  for  another  Goodfel- 

low Rebecca  Ingrams  Pear- sons scheme,  which  allows 

prostitutes  who  cannot  work 
because  of  back  pain  to  claim 

up  to  90  per  cent  of  their  de- 
clared earnings  over  the  pre- vious 22  months. 

Simon  Burgess,  managing 
director  of  the  broking  firm, 

said;  “This  is  a   unique  dis- 
ablement insurance  based  on 

figures  which  show  that  the 
risk  of  deaths  from  drugs  like 

ecstasy  is  considerably  less than  from  smoking. 

'T  am  a   parent  myself  and  I 

know  that  1   will  not  be  able  to 

regulate  my  children's  social 
life.  I   felt  that  since  there  is  a 

chance  they  will  take  drugs 

then  there  should  be  some  in- 
surance. because  if  they  be- come ill  or  die  it  is  an 

accident" 

The  firm  received  more 
than  800  inquiries  yesterday. 
"Most  of  those  who  rang  were 

parents.  They  are  the  ones who  wiU  have  to  pick  up  the 

pieces.  The  youngsters  proba- bly won’t  be  interested.  They 
think  it’s  never  going  to  hap- 

pen to  them. 
"1  know  there  may  be  some 

knee-jerk  reactions  against 

the  policy,  but  I'm  highlight- 
ing the  dangers,  not  encour- 

aging them.” 

Among  other  risks  the  firm 
has  insured  against  are:  con- 

tracting the  degenerative  Ill- ness CJD.  injury  or  death 
from  terrorism,  giving  birth 
to  twins,  and  faffing  ill  with salmonella  food  poisoning. 

The  latest  policy  does  not 
cover  drugs  such  as  heroin 
taken  intravenously,  al- 

though the  final  wording 

making  such  a   distinction 
clear  is  still  being  drafted  by 

lawyers. 

The  Vectca  VL  4   delivers 

mainstream  corporate  computing  at  a 

competitive  price. 

This  platform  carries  a   full  range  of 

Intel  Pentium*  Processors,  combined 
with  accelerated  PCI  local  bus,  to  give 

you  enhanced  system  performance. 

It’s  DMI  compliant,  allowing  250 

features  to  be  controlled  across  the 

network. 

And  it’s  fully  flexible  to 

accommodate  your  future  computing 

direction. 

In  addition,  with  HP’s  power 

management,  power  consumption  is 
significantly  lower. 

‘Lower’  also  being  the  best 

description  for  the  VL  4’s  price. 

While  performance  is  high,  the  cost 

most  certainly  isn’t 

For  more  information  contact  one  of 

Westcoastis  authorised  HP  Vectra 

stockists. 

HP  PCs  GIVE  YOU  ROOM  TO  THINK 

\uest coast wimwesicoasf.s3.yk 
Lusts 

Dyfed  -   01656  765828 

Action  Computer  Supplies 

Wembley  -   0181 843  4800 

Servo  Computers 
Leeds -0113  245  9459 

Workstation  Source 

Reading  -01734  227810 

Computer  Services 
Consultants 

Leeds  -0113  239  3000 

ECS  Ltd Litchfield -01543  414751 

ECM  Systems Hull -01964  672000 

Panacea  Services  Ltd 
London -0171 375  3767 

Bluebell  Associates 

Wilmslow  -   01625  539288 

Warranty 

upgradable 

to  3   years 

on-site 

SPECIFICATIONS 

•   Intel  Pentium’  Processors 100-166  MHz  •   8   Mb  EDO, 

RAM  expandable  to  128  Mb •   Cache  256  Kb  Synchronous 
•   640  MB  to  1.6  Gb  hard  disk 
•   1   Mb  VRAM  video  memory, 

upgradeable  to  2   Mb •   Enhanced  IDE  PCI  bus 

mastering  •   Optional  CD 

Rom  -   Pre-loaded  D„^ 

DMI  •   Certified 
with  major  NOS 

and  networking 

cards  •   4   Free  Microsoft 

dots  (2  ISA.  1   WW™S9S 

Combo,  1   PCI)  •   4   Bays  (2 

free,  3   front  accessible) •   2   serial  ports  (16550 

UART),  1   parallel  port 

(ECC/EPP),  2   PS/2 

Keyboard/Mouse 
•   Array  of  security  features 
•   Pre-loaded  DOS  and  either 
Windows  for  Workgroups 

3.11  or 

Windows*  95  •   3 year  warranty , 

first  year 
on-site,  M 

2   years  return. 
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6   INSIDE  AMERICA   
Jonathan  Freedland  on  the  winners  and  losers 
as  Republicans  gather  in  San  Diego  to  try  to  talk  up 
their  flagging  presidential  campaign 

A   neutered  Newt 
at  the  Convention 
of  the  Damned 
ONCE  lie  was  King  of  I   Republican  nominee-to-be  I   opoulos  Huffington,  the the  Hill,  hailed  as  Bob  Dole  from  Mr  Gingrich,  I   Cambridge-educated  Repub- 

the  de  facto  leader  who  continues  to  have  the  Hraw  “There  was  a 
of  the  Republican  lowest  poll  ratines  since  feeling  that  he  was  so  dam- 

The  Guardian  Tuesday  Augu
st  13 1996 

ONCE  he  was  King  of 
the  Hill,  hailed  as 
the  de  facto  leader 
of  the  Republica

n 

Party  and  the  most  dynamic 
force  in  DS  politics.  But 

tonight  Newt  Gingrich  will 

address  the  Republican
  

con- 
vention as  a   backbench

er, 

reduced  to  speaking  for  just 
seven  minutes  in  a   slot  usu- 

ally reserved 
 
for  low-level 

functionar
ies. 

The  Speaker  —   a   year  ago  1 
discussed  as  a   possible  presi- 

dential hopeful  —   has  been 
exiled  fay  convention  plan- 1 
ners  anxious  to  distance  j 

Republican  nominee-to-be 
Bob  Dole  from  Mr  Gingrich, 
who  continues  to  have  the 
lowest  poll  ratings  since Richard  Nbcon. 

Despite  his  official  title  as 

General  _   Chairman  of  the convention,  Mr  Gingrich 
will  appear  at  the  podium 
tally  rarely.  More  telegenic deputies  will  take  the  chair 
instead.  One  cartoon  pub- 

lished yesterday  showed  a 
Janitor  emptying  dustbins 

under  the  caption.  “Newt’s 
role  in  San  Diego." 

“This  was  not  his  deci- 
sion,” said  Arianna  Stassin- 

opoulos  Huflington.  the 

Cambridge-educated  Repub- 
lican hostess.  “There  was  a 

feeling  that  he  was  so  dam- 
aged that  he  should  not  have 

a   prominent  rote.” Mr  Gingrich’s  negative 
ratings  have  been  stub- 

bornly high  since  last 
autumn  when  he  led  a   disas- 

trous partial  shutdown  of 

the  US  government.  His  un- 
popularity increased  when 

he  complained  about  being 
seated  at  the  back  of  Air 
Force  One  on  the  way  to  Is- 

raeli prime  minister  Yitzhak 

Rabin’s  funeraL  America's 

mi 

I   tabloids  dubbed  him  a   “cry- baby” and  the  name  stuck. 
Aides  insist  that  the 

i   Speaker  —   who  used  to 
boast  that  he  was  more  pow- 

erful titan  the  President  — has  not  been  sidelined.  In  a 

plucky  attempt  at  spin,  Mr 

Gingrich’s  British-born ;   press  secretary,  Tony  Blank- 
ley,  said  the  Speaker  had  ac- 

tually volunteered  for  an 
otipeak  slot  to  lure  the  TV 
networks  to  extend  their 
San  Diego  coverage. 
Mr  Blankley  rejected 

plwims  that  Mr  Gingrich’s 
unpopularity  Is  hurting  Mr 

Dole.  Noting  that  polls  show 
Republicans  and  Democrats 
in  a   dead  heat  in  congressio- 

nal races  —   while  Mr  Dole 

lags  far  behind  Mr  Clinton —   Mr  Blankley  asked, 
“Who’s  hurting  whom?” 

The  eclipsing  of  Newt 
Gingrich  is  only  the  most 
obvious  example  of  bow  San 

Diego  has  divided  the 

Republican  Party’s  top ranks  into  winners  and  los- 

ers. Also  out  Is  former  Ten- 
nessee governor  Lamar  Al- exander. who  enjoyed  a 

brief  boomlet  when  be  took 

third  place  in  the  Iowa  presi- 

Ont  on  a   limb:  Gingrich,  Lamar  Alexander  and  Pete  Wilson 

dential  contest  in  February. 

Mr  Alexander  has  disap- 
peared from  the  national 

scene  since  then,  and  has 
been  spotted  around  San 
Diego  apparently  looking 

for  people  to  talk  to  and hands  to  shake.  He  flew  to 
San  Diego  on  an  ordinary 

flight,  along  with  the  repor- ters who  used  to  cover  him. 
Also  out  in  the  cold  are  the 

moderate,  abortion  rights 

supporting  wing  of  the 
party.  California  governor 
Pete  Wilson  —   a   nominal 
host  of  the  convention  — 
will  not  speak  at  all,  after  he 

■<sm.  1** 

Inside  track:  Pat  Buchanan  and  Stew  Forbes 

was  offered  and  rejected  a 
humble  slot.  He,  too.  was 

once  a   rival  to  Bob  Dole. 
Locating  nu»  a   winner,  by 

contrast,  is  millionaire Steve  Forbes.  Grinning  his 

way  around  the  convention centre,  the  geeky  former 
candidate  may  have  been  a 

loser  In  politics,  but  he's  a winner  in  policy.  IDs  supply- 
!   side  economics  has  been 
adopted  by  Mr  Dole,  who 
last  week  proposed  a   15  per 

cent  across-the-board  tax 
cut,  and  his  closest  ally. 
Jack  Kemp,  is  now  the  party 

number  two.  “They’re  sing- 

ing my  kind  of  music,"  he
 

crows-  .   , 

Less  sunny,  but  similarly 
satisfied  is  the  rightwJng 
firebrand  Pat  Buchanan. 

Superficially  a   loser,  his 

I   anti-immigration,  protec- tionist rhetoric  has  been 

adopted  In  the  party  mani- 
festo —   and  both  the  plat- 
form and  the  running  male 

are  committedly  anti- abortion.  He  may  look  like  a 

loser,  but  he’s  really  a   win- ner. For  Bob  Dole,  who  will 
be  lauded  as  a   hero  on 
Thursday,  it  could  be  the 

!   other  way  around. 

, 1   '7 
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They  can’t  be 

Sinking  ship  suddenly  finds  a   new  buoyancy .   -   -   Republican  supporters  cheer  Bob  Dole  from  a   ship  off  San  Diego  photograph  sammircovich 

Polls  give  Dole  a   little  lift 
Running  mate  Jack  Kemp  has  raised  Republican 

spirits  and  Dole’s  ratings,  says  Martin  Walker,  but 
they  have  a   long  way  to  go  yet  to  challenge  Clinton 

THE  Republican  Party  con-  |   Everything  began  to  Call  l   Pat  Buchanan  announced vention  opened  in  San  into  place  over  the  weekend,  “the  temporary  truce  of  San I   vention  opened  in  San 
Diego  yesterday  with  an  over- 

due display  of  unity,  and  sud- 
denly buoyed  by  opinion  polls 

suggesting  that  the  ticket  of 
Bob  Dole  and  Jack  Kemp  has 
already  cut  back  President 

Clinton's  lead  to  single 
figures. 
"This  convention  is  in 

better  heart  and  better  spirits 
than  anyone  could  have 
believed  possible  even  a   week 

ago,”  said  party  chairman 
Haley  Barbour.  “We  have  a 
winning  ticket,  we  have  the 
winning  message  of  tax  cuts, 
and  everyone  knows  we  have 

the  better  man.” 

Everything  began  to  Call 
into  place  over  the  weekend, 
as  the  rightwingers  and  the 
Republican  moderates  in  the 
abortion  pro-choice  wing 
agreed  to  rally  behind  the 
ticket,  mainly  because  they 
feared  the  impact  of  a   Clinton 
landslide  upon  Republican 
senators,  congressmen  and 
state  office-holders. 
Accordingly,  New  Jersey 

Governor  Christine  Todd 

Whitman,  the  party's  leading 
woman  spokesman  for 
abortion  rights,  agreed  in  her 
opening  speech  last  night  to 
avoid  the  issue  and  focus  on 
tax  cuts  instead. 
The  populist  rightwinger 

Pat  Buchanan  announced 
“the  temporary  truce  of  San 
Diego",  and  called  on  his  sup- 

porters to  put  aside  any 
dreams  of  a   third  party,  and 
rally  behind  the  effort  to 
defeat  Presdent  Clinton. 
“America  does  not  need  a 

third  party.  It  needs  a   fighting 
second  party  that  means  what 
it  says  and  says  what  It 
means."  Mr  Buchanan  told  a 
rally  of  his  supporters. 

But  the  tensions  within  the 

party  continued,  as  the  right- wing  and  religious  groups 
tightened  their  grip.  The 
Christian  Coalition  leader, 
Ralph  Reed,  who  formally 
endorsed  the  Dole-Kemp 

ticket  yesterday,  boasted  that 

this  week's  convention  em- 
bodied “the  largest  number  of 

religious  conservative  dele-’ gates  at  a   nominating  confer- ence of  a   major  political  party 

in  the  modern  American  po- 
litical period.  The  evangelical 

vote  is  now  the  base  of  the 
Republican  Party,  and  the 
Roman  Catholic  vote  is  now 
the  swing  vote  in  American 

politics." 

The  truce  was  also  being 

hailed  as  a   last  political  vic- 
tory for  Ronald  Reagan,  suf- 

fering from  Alzheimer's  dis- ease and  absent  from  the 
convention.  But  his  wife, 

Nancy,  appeared  to  introduce 
a   highly  emotional  video  trib- ute to  tiie  Reagan  legacy  last 
night.  And  retired  general 
Colin  Powell,  who  served  as 

President  Reagan's  national 
security  adviser,  hailed 

Reagan  as  “the  man  who  won 

the  cold  war,  built  the  mod- ern Republican  Party  and 

brought  me  fotn  it". 
Former  president  George 

Bush  also  spoke  last  night,  to 

hail  his  old  rival  for  the  presi- 
dency as  “my  old  friend  and  j 

comrade  in  arms,  Bob  Dole”. In  the  first  full  poll  taken 
since  Jack  Kemp  was  picked  > 

as  vice-presidential  candi- 
date. the  CNN  found  the  Clin- 

ton lead  down  from  20  to  nine 
points  in  a   three-way  race. 
But  little  of  the  eight-point 
rise  in  the  Republican  ratings 
came  from  Mr  Clinton.  Most 
of  the  improved  showing 
came  from  former  Ross  Perot 
supporters,  as  bis  rating 
dropped  from  12  to  six  points. 
A   USA  Today  poll,  which 

had  shown  a   Clinton  lead  of 
58  to  35  last  week,  was  down 
to  5&4i  by  Saturday,  as  the 
selection  of  Jack  Kemp  finally 
energised  the  Republican 

base,  and  began  the  process  of 
persuading  swing  voters  to 
take  a   second  look  at  Mr  Dole. 
“Not  one  of  the  opinion 

polls  is  worth  much,  until 
after  the  kids  go  back  to 

school  in  September  and  then- 

parents  finally  start  to  toying about  the  election,"  Mr  John Sununu,  former  White  House 
chief  of  staff  to  President 

Bush  said  yesterday.  “What  is 
happening  now  Is  about 

restoring  morale.” 
There  is  a   predictable 

bounce  in  the  opinion  polls 

for  each  party  as  the  national 
media  suddenly  focus  in- 

tensely upon  the  convention. 
In  1984,  the  Democratic  candi- 

date Walter  Mondale  came 
out  of  his  convention  level  in 

the  polls  with  President 
Reagan,  who  went  on  to  win 

by  a   landslide. Loader  comment,  page  8 

How  the  cream  of 

US  commentators 
see  the  convention, 

and  the  issues  and 

personalities  likely 

to  dominate  it 

DEPORT!  MQ  OUR  CHILDREN 

IMMIGRANT  bashing  is 

due  to  hit  a   new  low  when 

the  Republicans  promise  to 

deny  citizenship  to  the  chil- dren of  Illegal  aliens.  This 
startling  and  truly  mean 

proposition  would  dramati- 
cally change  a   bedrock  princi- 

ple of  this  democracy:  no  mat- 
ter where  you  come  from  or 

who  your  parents  are,  if  you 
are  bom  on  this  soil,  you  are 
forever  an  American. 

There  are  all  sorts  of  practi- 
cal reasons  for  rejecting  this 

change.  Would  hospitals  have 

to  assume  new  responsibil- 
ities for  investigating  the  citi- 

zenship status  erf  new  moth- , 
ers  before  registering  births? 
Once  before,  this  country 

denied  citizenship  .to  an 

entire  -   class  of  native-bom Americans  whose  ancestors 

had  come  from  Africa  not 
with  visas  but  listed  on  bills 

of  sale.  A   great  war  was 
fought  over  their  status  in 
this  society,  and  it  was 
resolved  in  favour  of  citizen- 

ship and  full  freedom. 
For  128  years,  every  indi- 

vidual bom  within  these  bor- 
ders has  started  life  as  the  po- 

litical equal  of  every  other 
child  bom  here  that  day.  It 
would  be  destructive  and  in- 

credibly vindictive  to  fake 
that  gift  from  some  an  the pretext  of  saving  money  or 

discouraging  a   few  desperate 

pregnant  women  from  sneak- 
ing across  the  border  so  that 

their  children  can  be  guaran- 
teed a   better  life.  Thoughtful 

Republicans  should  be  morti- 
fied by  this  tangiiagp  and make  every  effort  to  have  it 

removed  from  the  platform. 
—   Leader,  Washington  Post 
TOPSY  TURVYLAMD 

THE  stage  for  the  convention 
could  not  be  more  set  if  they 

had  glued  the  folding  chairs 
to  the  floor.  Dress  codes  have 

been  issued,  speeches  choreo- 
graphed. The  overall  goal  will be  a   sort  of  reverse  Olympics 

broadcast  —   a   live  event  that 
looks  as  if  it  were  on  tape. 

This  convention  was  de- 
signed to  be  less  spontaneous 

than  a   Kabukl  play,  but  sud- 
denly there  is  a   new  wrinkle 

in  the  script  For  the  moment, 

the  Republicans  and  Demo- crats are  not  only  talking 
issues  but  actually  taking 

opposing  positions  on  the 

biggest  one. 
The  presidential  campaign 

now  looks  as  if  it  will  be 

about  tax  cuts  versus  bal- 
anced budgets.  Bill  Clinton 

and  the  Democrats  ore  newly 
converted  fiscal  realists;  Bob 

Dole  Improbably  heads  the 

Let’s  Party  crowd. 

Mr  Dole,  a   longtime  bal- anced-budget man.  picked  up 

Jack  Kemp’s  tax-cut  theories 
as  well  as  Mr  Kemp  himself. 
We  are  now  in  the  interesting 
position  of  watching  a   contest 
in  which  the  Democrats  talk 
about  avoiding  debt,  while  Mr 

Dole  urges  voters  to  believe 

they  can  have  guns  and 
butter  and  maybe  even  a   little 
cream  on  top.  —   Leader.  A Jew 

York  Times 
FAMILY  OF  WOES 

BILL  Clinton  and  ‘Bob  Dole will  probably  each  insist  that 
he  would  be  more  protective 

of  families  values  than  the 

other  guy.  Is  there  a   politi- cian alive  who  stands  against 

family  values? Americans  are  awash  in 

worry  about  the  stresses  that contemporary  life  is  putting 

on  families  and  particularly 
on  children.  The  divorce  rate 
is  the  world's  highest;  nearly 
half  of  all  new  marriages  end 

in  divorce.  With  polls  show- 

ing that  Americans  over- whelmingly want  government 
to  strengthen  families,  there 
exists  an  unparalleled  oppor- 

tunity for  both  talk  and 
action.  Indeed,  victory  in 

November  may  go  to  the  can- didate that  best  capitalises  on 

this  deep  yearning.  —   Leader. 
Los  Angeles  Times 
BICKERING  BUDDIES 
EVERYONE  knows  Bob  Dole 

is  going  to  lunge  for  Jack Kemp's  throat  The  only  ques- 
tion is  whether  it  will  take 

weeks,  days  or  hours. “These  guys  have  been  fire 

and  ice  forever,"  says  Ed  Rol- 
lins. Kemp's  adviser  in  the 

1988  presidential  race. 
“They’ve  fought  like  cats  and 

dogs  in  the  past"  agrees  Bill 
Bennett  Kemp’s  mentor. Jack  Kemp  is  a   sweet  guy. 

But  you  couldn't  imagine 
more  excruciating  company 

for  poor  Bob  Dole.  He  will  be a   constant  irritant  nipping  at 
Mr  Dole's  heels,  getting  on  his 
last  nerve,  prattling  on  about 
the  gold  standard,  flat  taxes, 
von  Hayek  and  Malthusian toeory.  —   Maureen  Doted/ 
New  York  Times 
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Democrat  saturation  advertising 

wins  strike  first  in  TV  ‘air  war’ 

Maverick  mayor  poops  party 

Martin  Walker  In  San  Diego 

HIS  campaign  war 
chest  exhausted  by 
the  end  of  March  after 

the  long  primary  battles. 
Bob  Dole  gets  a   massive 

cash  Injection  of  S72  mil- 
lion this  week,  his  share  of 

the  federal  election  funds 
which  are  released  once  he 
Is  the  formal  nominee. 

That  ibmik  that  finally. 
Mr  Dole  can  begin  what  his 
strategists  call  “the  air 
war”,  the  TV  advertising 
campaign  which  has  hith- 

erto been  dominated  by 
President  Clinton  who  had 

no  primary  opposition  to 
drain  his  finances. 

Since  March,  the  Clinton- 
Gore  ram  pat  grp  fcas  spent 
S18  million  on  TV  ads.  and 
their  allies  on  the  Demo- 

cratic National  Committee 
have  spent  another  $20  mil- 

lion hammering  away  at 
the  Republicans.  The  trade 
onions  have  raised  another 
$35  million  that  will  be 

spent  attacking  the  Repub- 
licans. 

In  the  10  days  leading  up 

to  this  week’s  Republican 

i   convention,  the  Democrats 
have  aired  over  100  TV  ads  , 

in  the  San  Diego  area,  and 
another  500  in  the  rest  of 
California,  an  air  war  that 

has  left  Republican  con- gressmen clamouring  for 
the  counter-attack  that  Mr 
Dole  can  at  last  afford  to 
begin. 

“If  we  are  the  party  of  the 
rich,  why  do  they  seem  to 

have  all  the  money?”  com- 

paign. RNC  chairman  Ha- 
ley Barbour  has  raised 

huge  sums.  In  July  alone, 
the  RNC  raised  $23  million, 
almost  double  the  previous 
monthly  record. 

In  the  first  six  months  of 

this  year,  Mr  Barbour 1 raised  S42  million  in 
“hard”  money,  which  can 
be  spent  on  TV,  and  an- 

other  $35  million  in  “soft” money,  which  may  only  be 

Beleaguered  Republican  strategists  are 

summoning  up  the  spirit  of  the  Scottish 

hero  William  ‘Braveheart’  Wallace 

plained  Tn^lwm  congress- 
man  Mark  Souder.  “Where 

Is  the  Republican  cavalry?*  ’ demanded  Ohio  congress- 

man Robert  Ney.  “We’re 

getting  killed  oot  here.” The  mystery  has  been  the lack  of  TV  ads  from  the 

Republican  National  Com- 
mittee. which  Is  unre- 
strained by  the  campaign 

finance  rules  and  the 

spending  limits  they  Im- 
posed on  the  Dole  cam- 

spent an  indirect  campaign- 
ing, like  voter  education projects.  But  Mr  Barbour 

has  been  sitting  on  the  cash 
mountain,  waiting  for  the 
intense  campaigning  sea- 

son of  September  and 
October. 
“The  feeling  at  the  top was  that  voting  decisions 

are  made  in  the  last  10 
days,"  says  Frank  Luntz. pollster  for  Speaker  Newt 
Gingrich.  "They  may  still 

be  proved  right,  but  I'm afraid  we  have  lost  some 
swing  voters  whose  minds 
are  made  up.”  Haley  Bar- 

bour's team  say  they  are 
following  the  Braveheart  i 

strategy,  after  the  Mel  Gib- 
son film  of  the  Scottish 1 hero,  who  told  his  troops  to 

hold  and  hold  and  hold 
until  the  decisive  moment. 
The  bottom  line  is  that 

the  airwaves  will  be  satu- 
rated in  the  two  months  be- 
fore November  5   with  an 

unpreedented  splurge  of  TV 
ads  from  the  Republicans, 
and  from  the  well-heeled 
Clinton  campaign. 
And  there  may  be  one 

other  entrant  with  bottom- 
less pockets.  Down  to  6   per 

cent  to  the  latest  opinion 

polls,  the  Texas  billionaire Ross  Perot  has  an  ego  too 

big  to  accept  the  humilia- tion of  a   falling  too  far 
short  of  the  20  per  cent  of 
the  vote  he  won  four  years 

ago-  He  can  afford  the  $100 
million  it  would  take  to  it 
would  take  to  buy  his  way 

back  to  a   respectable  show- 
ing, in  what  promises  to  be 

a   bonanza  year  for  the  TV 
companies- 

lan  Katz  on  how  New  York's  Rudolph 
Giuliani  is  reveling  in  playing  the  wild  card 

HE  might  have  been  one 

of  the  stars  of  San 

Diego:  a   charismatic 

Republican  mayor  of  an  over- whelmingly Democrat  city 
who  has  beaten  crime, 

reformed  welfare  and  slashed 1 public  spending. 
But  Mayor  Rudolph 

Giuliani  of  New  York  will  not ' be  speaking  at  the  convert- ! 
tion.  In  fact  he  won't  even  be 
there.  He  wasn’t  Invited.  The 

mayor  insists  he  wouldn’t have  gone  anyway.  Whoever , 
cast  tiie  first  snub.  Mayor 

Giuliani’s  San  Diego  no-show 
has  added  a   new  layer  to  the 

enigma  erf  one  of  America's 
most  perverse  political  fig- ures. Feted  by  his  party  when 

be  wrested  control  of  Ameri- ca’s biggest  city  three  years 

ago,  the  pugnacious  former 
prosecutor  is  now  a   Republi- can in  name  only,  a   self-styled 
maverick  whose  idea  of  party 
discipline  is  turning  the 
music  down  at  midnight. 

Over  the  last  two  years  be 
has  attacked  Republican  posi- 

tions on  welfare  and  immigra- 
tion while  backing  White 

House  initiatives  on  crime 
and  gun  control. 

Alone  among  New  York’s Republican  heavies.  Mr  Giu- 
liani waited  until  days  before 

the  state's'  March  Republican  - 
primary  to  announce  that  he would  vote  for  former  senator Bob  Dole  but  even  then 

insisted:  “Whatever  you  rail this.  It  is  not  an 

endorsement.” 

So  alienated  has  Mayor 
Giuliani  become  from  his  i 
own  party  establishment  that ; 
Clinton  aides  are  said  to  hold  ! 

out  hope  of  securing  his  en- 
dorsement before  the  Novem- 

ber presidential  election. That  would  not  be  as  far  i fetched  as  it  might  sound.  In 
1994  Mr  Giuliani  backed  New 
York's  Democrat  'governor, 
Marin  Cuomo,  against  his 

Republican  challenger, 1 

George  Pxtaki. 
That  gamble  backfired 

disastrously  when  the  Repub- 
lican outsider  won  and  pro- 

ceded  to  Ignore  tiie  mayor’s 
anxious  phone  calls  for  more than  a   week.  Mayor  Giu- 

liani's backing  of  Mr  Cuomo 
is  also  considered  to  have  cost 
New  York  the  1996  Republi- 

can convention. The  mayor's  reluctance  to 

Giuliani:  may  even  endorse 

Clinton’s  re-election  bid 

toe  the  party  line  is  driven 

partly  by  his  loathing  of  Sena- 
tor Alfonse  D’ Amato,  the  iras- 

cible boss  of  New  York  state’s 
Republican  machine  and  co- 

chairman  of  Mr  Dole’s 
campaign. But  his  contrariness  also 

makes -local  political  sense. 
Registered  Democrats  out- number Republicans  by  five 

to  one  in  New  York  arid  dis- 
tancing himseff  from  his  par- 

ty's largely  unpopular 
national  leadership  could 

help  when  he  comes  up  for  re- 
election  next  year. 

In  a   city  that  has  tradition- 

ally prided  itself  as  the  first 
refuge  of  the  "huddled masses",  being  too  closely 

Identified  with  a   party  that 
wants  to  deny  US  citizinship 
to  the  offspring  of  iii^i 
immigrants  could  prove  par- 

ticularly damaging. 

Mayor  Giuliani  is  not  the 
only  Republican  blg-hitter who  will  not  be  on  show  in 
San  Diego.  Los  Angeles 
mayor,  Richard  Riordan.  him- 

self seeking  to  forge  an 

independent  image,  will  stnv 
away  too,  while  several  prom- inent  governors,  such  as  Wil- 

Massachusetts and  Pete  Wilson  of  California, 
have  been  denied  speaking 

Mr  Giuliani  has  given  con- 

S1f*ls  over  whether 

£.  ̂    come  out 

for  Mr  Dole.  On  Sunday  he 

SESSS1®?  the  Republican 

contenders  choice  of  former American  football  hero  Jack 
Kemp  as  his  running  mate 

01550  geofUlly  de- 

fended his  decision  to  stay 

TheOuargan  partnership  in 
America  Include*: 

New  York  Times;  Washington Post;  Los  Angeles  Times; 

Baltimore  Sun;  New  Republic 
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Weapons  inspections  to  resume 

Serbs  face 
ultimatum 
Julian  Berger  In  Zagreb 

BOSNIAN  Serb  leaders 
promised  to  end  their 
defiance

  
over 

weapons  inspections 

yesterday  after  Nato  began 
preparations 

 
for  a   potential 

confrontation
,  

ordering  iso- 
lated units  back  to  base  and 

urging  aid  workers  to  leave 
Serb-held  territory. 

The  security  measures,  de- 
signed to  minimise  the  risk  of 

casualties  or  hostage-taking 
in  the  event  of  hostilities  with 
the  Serbs,  were  part  of  an  op- 

eration code-named  Fear 
Naught-  The  operation  began 
yesterday  afternoon,  on  the 
orders  of  Lieutenant-General 
Sir  Michael  Walker,  the  com- 

mander of  Nato  ground 
forces. 

It  was  launched  in  response 
to  an  incident  at  the  Bosnian 
Serb  military  headquarters  in 
Han  Pijesak,  where  Serb  sol- 

diers prevented  Nato  troops 
from  inspecting  an  arms 
dump  in  contravention  of  the 
Dayton  peace  accord. 
Just  over  an  hour  after 

Fear  Naught  began,  the  Bos- 
nian Serb  president,  Bfljana 

Plavsic  promised  the  site 
would  be  opened  for  inspec- 

tion. She  gave  the  assurance  , 
to  Peter  Faith,  an  adviser  to 
the  new  overall  commander 
of  the  50,000-strong  I-For 
peacekeeping  force,  Admiral 
Joseph  Lopez. 

After  the  meeting  in  the 
Serb  stronghold  of  Pale,  Mr 
Feith  told  reporters  an  in- 

spection would  be  carried  out 
in  the  next  48  hours. 

The  Nato  secretary-general, 
Javier  Solana,  confirmed  the 

climbdown:  “Let  me  tell  you 
that  the  most  important  viola- 

tion ...  as  far  as  Dayton  is 

concerned  has  been  solved," 
Mr  Solana  told  reporters. 
Mrs  Plavsic  took  over  the 

Bosnian  Serb  leadership  in 
July  after  Radovan  Karadzic, 
the  wartime  leader  indicted 
for  war  crimes,  stood  down. 

She  said  yesterday  the  Bos- 
nian Serbs  were  “folly  com- 

mitted to  the  Dayton  agree- 
ment” and  described  the 

crisis  as  “a  small 
m   iHiindeTstawriing** 

Nato  Is  aware  that  Bosnian 
Serb  political  leaders  have 
given  undertakings  in  the 

past  that  their  military  com- 
mander. General  Ratko  Mla- 

dic. who  has  been  indicted  for 
gpnnriJp  by  the  UN,  bus 

refused  to  implement. 
Major  Brett  Boudreau,  a 

Nato  spokesman  in  Sarajevo, 
said  Fear  Naught  would 

remain  in  force  “until  such 

time  at  least  when  we  get  into 
the  she  in  Him  Pfjesak,  under 

conditions  of  our  choosing”. 
A   Nato  officer  said  yester- 

day “it  looks  like  at  the  politi- 
cal level,  they've  got  file  mes- 

sage". Fear  Naught  was  the 
first  In  a   series  of  escalating 
responses  to  military  defiance 
from  warring  factious  in  Bos- 

nia. He  said  the  next  phase,  In 
the  event  of  continued  defi- 

ance, would  be  air-strikes, 
which  would  require  ap- 

proval from  the  North  Atlan- 
tic Council.  I-For  troops  had 

Croats  restrict 
UN  extension 
THE  Croatian  president. 
I   Franjo  Tn.djnj.an,  will 

allow  the  United  Nations  to 
extend  its  temporary  ad- 

ministration of  the  coun- 
try’s last  Serb  enclave  by 

three  months  only,  the 
state  news  agency,  Hina, 
reported  yesterday,  writes 
Julian  Borger  in  Zagreb. 
The  current  mandate  of 

the  UN  Transitional  Au- 
thority in  Eastern  Slavonia 

expires  cm  January  15. 
An  agreement  signed  last 

November  gives  the  Cro- 
atian government  and  the 

local  Serbs  the  right  to 
request  an  extension  of  up 
to  twelvemonths  before  the 
region  is  returned  to  full 
Croatian  sovereignly. 

Mr  Tudjman  gave  as  his 
reason  the  plight  of  80,000 
Croat  refugees  expelled 
from,  the  region. 

been  on  heightened  alert 
since  late  last  week  after  a 
bomb  threat,  reportedly  from 
an  Islamic  group. 

The  current  state  of  alert  Is 

“black”,  the  second-highest  of 
four  Nato  stages.  It  obliges  all 
soldiers  not  to  travel  alone 
and  to  wear  flak  jackets  and 
helmets  all  the  time.  Small 
and  isolated  detatchments  at 

I-For  patrolling  Serb  territory 
were  withdrawn  to  base. 
UN  civilian  policemen  and 

political  officers  in  the  Repub- 
lika Srpska,  the  Serb-held 

half  of  Bosnia,' also  left  their 
posts  for  file  protection  cf  1- Fix- bases. 

The  UN  refugee  agency, 

UNHCR,  said  it  would  con- 
tinue to  work  normally  in  Re- 

publika Sroska.  The  Interna- 
tional Red  Cross  (ICRO  said 

it  was  also  continuing  to 
work  as  normal,  but  would 
keep  the  situation  under 
review. 

■   - 
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WORLD  HEWS  7 TWA  inquiry 

rules  out  bomb 
in  hold  theory 

Ian  Katz  in  New  York 

CRASH  investigators 

have  all  but  ruled  out 
the  possibility  that  a 

bomb  in  the  forward  cargo 
hold  of  TWA  Flight  800 caused  the  explosion  that 

brought  down  the  Boeing  747 last  month,  killing  all  230  on 

board. 

The  investigators,  who  had 
considered  the  hold  the  most 

likely  site  for  a   bomb,  aban- 
doned the  theory  after  search- ers recovered  the  last  of  the 

four  cargo  containers,  none  or 
which  showed  blast  damage. 

They  are  now  looking  at  the 

possibility  that  a   bomb  was 
concealed  in  a   catering  trol- 

ley or  carry-on  baggage  at  the 

front  of  the  aircraft Meanwhile  FBI  agents  have 

questioned  Hussein  Mikdad, 
a   Hizbullah  bomber  held  by 
Israel  who  lost  his  legs  and  an 
arm  and  was  blinded  when  a 
device  he  was  assembling  ex- 

ploded in  a   Jerusalem  hotel 

room. 

The  Israeli  authorities  say 

Mr  Mikdad  was  recruited  and 
trained  by  Iran  and  planned  to 

blow  up  an  airliner  leaving  Is- 
rael. He  is  believed  to  have 

smuggled  the  high-powered 
plastic  explosive  RDX  and 

I   other  bomb  parts  through  Tel 
.   Aviv  airport  after  he  arrived 
on  a   flight  from  Zurich  on 

j   April  4. 

He  is  in  a   critical  condition 

in  hospital 

The  discovery  of  the  fourth luggage  container  on  Saturday has  increased  the  frustration 
of  the  investigators,  who  hare 
now  recovered  about  half  the 
wreckage  but  have  yet  to  find 
conclusive  evidence  of  what caused  the  crash  an  July  17. 

The  front  cargo  hold  was considered  the  most  likely  lo- 
cation of  a   bomb  because  it contained  all  the  passenger 

luggage.  An  initial  blast  at  the 
front  of  the  plane  is  believed  to 
have  "decapitated”  the  jet  be- fore file  rest  of  it  exploded  into a   fireball. 

But  Jim  Kallstrom.  who  is 
leading  the  investigation,  said 
the  aluminium  containers 

were  “basically  unremark- able”. Attention  appears  to 

have  turned  to  the  area  near the  front  affiie  right  wing. 

According  to  a   source  close to  the  investigation,  wreckage 
from  that  part  shows  evidence of  "high-energy  bulging  and 

bending”.  That  would  be  con- sistent with  a   bomb  placed  in 

an  overhead  luggage  compart- ment or  catering  trolley 

nearby. 

But  as  hard  evidence  of  a 
bomb  continues  to  elude 
them,  the  investigators  are 
taking  more  seriously  the 

possibility  that  the  disaster 
was  caused  by  a   mechanical 
failure. 

One  theory  is  that  there 
could  have  been  an  explosion 
in  the  centre  wing  fuel  tank,  a 

spare  between  the  wings  con- taining fuel  vapour. 

EU  claims  Olympic  victory, 
statistically  speaking 

An  American  engineer  repairs  a   road  damaged  during  three  years  of  fighting  near  Tuzla.  Under  Operation  Fear 
Naught,  all  peacekeepers  must  wear  helmets  and  flak  jackets  and  not  travel  alone  photograph:  almbarnaut 

Stephan  Bates  in  Brussels 

A   HITHERTO  unsuspected 

competitor  has  suddenly 
breasted  the  tape  and  claimed 

Olympic  victory.  The  Euro- 
pean Union  declared  yester- 

day that  it  won  at  Atlanta. 
Under  the  headline  “EU  Up Front"  —   guaranteed  to  make 

a   Tory  Euro-sceptic  choke  on 
his  breakfast  —   the  Euro-stat- isticians offered  their  gloss  on 

a   competition  over  which  the 
European  flag  never  flew  and 
at  which  its  anthem  was 

never  played. 
Brussels  only  barely  man- 

aged to  keep  a   straight  face  as 
it  issued  the  details  from  a   de- 

partment usually  more  con- cerned with  inflation  indexes 

and  cereal  production  figures. 

Aided  by  65  medals  from 
Germany.  France’s  37.  Italy's 

35,  even  Britain’s  15,  though not  Luxembourg’s  zero,  the 
bureaucrats  suggested  a 

whole  new  reason  for  Euro- 

pean union. 

Europe’s  229  medals  easily 

exceeded  the  United  States' 101  or  the  Russian  Federa- tion’s 63.  But  the  statisticians went  further. 

Per  head  of  population, 

apparently,  the  EU  is  also  up there  with  the  best  the  tally 

is  the  equivalent  of  6.16  med- als per  10  million  of  popula- 

tion. much  better  than  Rus- sia’s 4.27,  the  USA’s  3.84  and 
China's  0.41.  Canada  went 

rather  better  at  7.43  and  Aus- tralia waltzed  home  first  with 22.78. 

The  message  from  Brussels 
appeared  clean  if  John  Major 
wants  sporting  success,  he 
should  sign  up  immediately 
for  further  European  union. 

Foster’s  bridge  soars  into  trouble 
Sur  le  pont 

JfMniaufl 

Shooed  design 

R.Dourbi?^ 

is! £-’S*«S 

Ctermont 

b   Farrand 
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Rejected  designs 

A   British  design  has 
drawn  the  wrath  of 

French  greens  and 
architects,  writes 

Paul  Webster 

PLANS  for  a   huge  mo- 
torway viaduct  across the  Tarn  river  valley 

in  south-west  France  have 

angered  environmentalists
 

and  upset  French  bridge- 
builders,  who  have  criti- 

cised the  appointment  of  a 
British  architect.  Sir  Nor- 

man Foster. 
The  spectacular  bridge, 

as  i»>«g  as  th»>  Champs  E3y- 
sdes,  will  link  the  Causse 
Rouge  plateau  near  Mlllan 
to  a   legendary  environmen- 

tal battlefield,  the  Larzac 

plateau,  and  enable  the  212- mile  Clermont-Ferrand  to 
Hosiers  motorway  to  be 

completed  in  2001.  About 
25  miles  at  toll  road  remain 

to  be  built. Conservationists  who  20 

years  ago  won  an  epic  10- 
year  campaign  to  save  the 
bleak  Larzac  plateau  from 
becoming  a   military  prov- 

ing ground  believe  the mile-and-a-half  viaduct, 

with  pylons  higher  than  the 
Eiffel  Tower,  will  disfigure 
one  of  the  most  beautiful 
sites  in  the  country. 
“The  motorway  could 

have  been  reslted  to  the 
west,  which  would  have 
avoided  the  need  for  a   such 

a   big  bridge  and  would 
have  added  only  five  kilo- 

metres to  the  journey,*  said 

News  in  brief 

Louis  Vales  of  the  group  of 

green  associations  oppos- 

ing the  A75  motorway.  “It is  absurd  to  build  such  an 
enormous  structure  over 

the  Tam  valley,  particu- 
larly as  the  Larzac  plateau 

will  be  seriously  damaged 

by  the  excavation  work  for 

the  supporting  pillars.** 
Environmentalists  plan 

to  try  to  delay  the  work. 
Bat  few  local  councillors 
have  joined  the  opposition. 

The  bridge  will  improve  ac- 
cess to  one  of  the  quietest 

corners  of  rural  France, 
which  suffers  from  popula- 

tion drift  and  lack  of 
investment. 

Without  strong  political 
support  there  seems  to  be little  chance  of  stopping  the 

project.  An  often  violent 
campaign  has  not  delayed 
the  Somport  road  tunnel 
through  the  Pyrenees  and 
an  expressway  from  Pan 
that  threatens  unique wildlife. 

French  officials  have 
ruled  out  a   rethink  after 

holding  an  open  competi- tion in  which  four  French 
architects  competed 

against  Sir  Norman,  de- 
signer  of  Stansted  airport. 
His  cable-stayed  suspen- 

sion bridge  with  seven  sup- 
porting pillars  was  consid- ered the  most  likely  to 

resist  the  strong  winds 
along  the  valley.  It  was  also 
the  cheapest  at  an  esti- mated £170  million. 
But  the  defeated  bidders 

doubt  both  the  plan’s  aes- 
thetics and  Sir  Norman's estimates. Rival  estimates 

have  put  the  final  price  as 

high  as  £400  million. 

Peasants  shot 

in  Colombia 
Gunmen  killed  seven  peas- 

ants in  Narino  province.  Co- 
lombia —   a   region  rocked  by 

protests  against  the  gove
rn- 

ment's chemical  spraying  of 

illicit  drug  crops  —   
the  au- 

thorities said  on  Sunday. 

Meanwhile  peasants  in 

neighbouring  Putuma
yo 

province  reached  a   pr
elimi- 

nary accord  to  end  their  
18* 

day  protest — Reuter. 

Blockade  ends 

ing  the  Tamil  rebel-held 
northern  town  of  Kilinochclii, 

and  aid  workers  said  the 

army  was  loading  food  trucks 

for-  civilians  after  a   three- 

week  blockade.  —   Reuter. 

Som all  clashes 

At  least  14  people  were  Mkd 

in  battles  for  the  Somali  town 

cf  Balad  between  forces  loyal 

to  All  Mflhdi  Mohamad  and 

Hussein  Aideed  —   son  of  toe 

late  Mohammed  Farah  At 

deed  —   hospital  officials  said 

yesterday.— Reuter. 

No  to  foreign  media 
The  Tw«Hftu  government  has 

ruled  out  the  entry  of  foreign 

print  madia  into  India  and 
foreign  television  networks 
broadcasting  from  Indian 
soiL— Reuter 

Test  ban  threat 
Iran  threatened  yesterday  to 

block  adoption  of  a   compre- 
hensive nuclear  test  ban.  lin- 

ing up  with  India  in  opposing 
the  draft  text — Reuter. 

Kashmir  ousting 

The  president  of  Pakistan- 
ruled  Kashmir,  Sardar  Sflan- 
dar  Hayat,  was  ousted  yester- 

day in  a   parliamentary  vote  of no-confidence  called  by  the 

governing  Pakistan  People’s Party.— Reuter. 

Child  burned 

An  Italian  was  arrested  at  the 

weekend  after  pouring  alco- 
hol on  his  son’s  arms  and  set- ting fiiftm  alight  to  punish 

him  for  stealing  a   wallet,  a 
child  defence  agency  said  yes- 

terday. —   Reuter. 

Lost at sea 

The  Norwegian  Coast  Guard 
and  the  Royal  Air  Force  • 
searched  yesterday  for  two 
Norwegians  who  wore  trying 
to  row  across  toe  North  Sea. 

They  have  not  been  beard from  since  Wednesday,  when 

they  set  off  for  the  Shetland 
Islands.  — AP. 

A   mortgage 

quote  in lO  minutes  flat. 

No  wonder 

it’s  called  a   hotline. 

Make  a   quick  call  to  TSB 

PhoneBank  for  a   free  mortgage 

quote. 

Because  you’ll  save  yourself 

a   lot  of  time  by  finding  out 

exactly  how  much  you  can 

MORTGAGE 

CHALLENGE 

borrow  before  you  go  house hunting. 

So  if  you  want  a   free  quote 
in  ten  minutes  flat ,   ring  TSB 

PhoneBank  on  the  number 

below  and  simply  ask  for  it. 

0500  758  OOO 
Cafe  my  be  recorded  and  maritared.  ATSB  Cheque  account  a   Apf*canta  must  be  aged  16  or  over.  All  loam  subject  la  stem.  T8B  Bank 
pie  and  TSB  Bank  Scotland  plo  am  ropraeontatnea  of  the  TSB  Marketing  Group,  which  » icjpilatad  hy  the  f^reonal  bwestment  Authority  only  lor 
TSB  Be  iMimne*.  pensions,  unit  ttuaU  and  oFfehora  investments.  Advice  or  lecwnmandaacns  refew  only  W   *o  nvwtmaota  at  too  TSB  Meiketmg 

Group,  TSB  Bank  pic,  Veaorta  House,  victoria  Square,  Birmingham  B1  iBZ  R •gatomd  >»  England  and  Ufclea.  Nunfaar.  10BB2B&  TSB  Bank 

Scotland  pic.  Henry  Duncan  Home,  ISO  George  Struct.  Edinburgh  EH2  4LH.  Regfetorad  n   Scotland.  Number  95237 

YOUR  HOME  IS  AT  RISK  IF  YOU  DO  NOT  KEEP  UP  REPAYMENTS  ON  A   MORTGAGE  OR  OTHER  LOAN  SECURED  ON  IT. 
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Mortgage  Quotation  Line 

We  want  you 

to  say 

Please  contact  mk  id  ditem  a   Mortgage  Quotation  between  the  bom  of 

rr  (Mr/Mn/MUt/Ms)   First  Name:  . 

none  Number : .   . 

We’d  like  to  contact  yon  from  lime  to  time  with  detail i   about  service!  from  TSB  and  other  TSB  Croup  tom  panics  if  we  think 

they’d  internal  you.  However,  if  yom'd  prefer  mot  to  be  told  about  thru  services.  please  tick  tbit  box  f*~l. 

Send  to:  TSB  PhoneBank  (Mortgages)  FREEPOST,  (BM633*i,  1   Atlantic  Quay,  PO  Box  4488. 45  Robertson  Street,  Glasgow,  G2  5BR_ 
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Stop  the  freak  show 
Fertility  issues  deserve  an  informed  debate 

THE  UNFOLDING  saga  of  Mandy  All- 

wood reflects  to  no  one’s  advantage. First  we  have  the  unedifying  spectacle 
of  a   woman  hawking  the  contents  of  her 

womb  in  Max  Clifford’s  “marketplace.” 
Her  reasoning  includes  ludicrous  state- 

ments such  as  wanting  “nature  to  take 
its  course”  (after  injections  of  powerful 
fertility  drugs)  as  she  rejects  medical 
advice  that  unless  she  reduces  the  num- 

ber of  foetuses,  she  runs  a   high  risk  of 
losing  all  of  them  and  her  own  life. 
Remember,  she  already  has  one  five- 
year-old  child  who  needs  its  mother. 
This  is  an  absurd  and  irresponsible 

distortion  of  a   woman’s  right  to  choose. 
The  second  absurdity  is  that  of  the 

pressure  group,  Life,  supporting  Ms 
Allwood  because  their  absolutist 

respect  for  the  sacredness  of  human  life ( 
is  such  that  they  are  prepared  to  run 
the  risk  of  eight  dead  foetuses  and  a   | 
dead  mother.  Thirdly,  add  to  this  circus 

the  ghoulish  News  of  the  World  and  1 

Max  Clifford  with  their  "sliding  scale” fee  to  Ms  Allwood  for  the  number  of 
babies  she  manages  to  produce.  A 
plague  on  all  their  houses. 

What  is  serious  is  that  for  the  second 

time  in  two  weeks  the  enormously  com- 
plex and  difficult  questions  surround- 
ing fertility  treatment  have  been 

reduced  to  the  level  of  a   freak  show. 
Last  week.  Professor  Nicolaides,  the 

head  of  foetal  medicine  at  King’s  Col- 
lege, London,  and  the  consultant  in  the 

Allwood  case  pleaded  in  the  Guardian 
for  an  intelligent,  informed,  dispassion- 

ate debate.  He  said  he  and  his  col- 

leagues were  “daily  tortured”  by  the 
ethical  dilemmas  which  advances  in 
fertility  technology  were  throwing  up. 
He  wants  society  to  participate  and 
contribute  as  to  how  these  dilemmas 

should  be  resolved.  What  he  gets  in- 
stead is  a   emotive  accusations  of  doc- 

tors “playing  God".  (If  that  means  they 
have  decisions  over  life  and  death,  that 
is  exactly  the  judgment  we  expect  of 

doctors  in  an  enormous  variety  of  medi- cal circumstances  ) 

The  medical  details  with  which  we 

have  been  provided  in  Ms  Allwood’s case  raise  important  questions.  Why 
did  a   woman  who  has  had  a   child,  an 
abortion  and  a   miscarriage  in  six  years 
need  powerful  fertility  drugs?  Should  a 
woman  be  given  such  drugs  without  the 
involvement  of  her  partner?  Infertility 
pressure  groups  rightly  point  out  that 

file  impression  of  "off-the-shelf’  fertil- 
ity treatment  is  misleading.  Thousands 

of  couples  are  disappointed  every  year 
because  of  restrictions  on  funding, 
availability  and  questions  of  suitabil- 

ity. As  the  rate  of  infertility  rises — one 
in  six  couples  now  need  medical  treat- 

ment to  have  a   child  —   the  real  issue  is 
how  to  increase  the  availability  of  fer- 

tility treatment 
But  the  Allwood  case  appears  to  raise 

one  area  of  genuine  concern.  Strict 

guidelines  on  counselling,  and  investi- 
gation into  the  circumstances  of  the 

future  parents  is  part  of  standard  proce- 
dure of  in-vitro  fertilisation  (IVF)  clin- 

ics which  are  tightly  regulated  by  the 
Human  Fertilisation  and  Embryology 

Authority  (HFEA).  So  it  should  be  with 
all  fertility  drugs.  Even  clomythene. 
which  can  be  routinely  prescribed  by  a 
GP,  can  be  powerful  enough  to  produce 
triplets  or  quads.  The  Royal  College  of 
Obstetricians  and  Gynaecologists  have 
guidelines  for  the  use  of  fertility  drugs 
including  metro  din,  which  can  only  be 
prescribed  in  specialist  hospital  units. 
They  emphasise  the  importance  of  the 
welfare  of  any  future  child  and  any 
existing  children,  and  for  the  need  for 
couples  to  be  counselled  as  to  the  risks 
of  multiple  pregnancies.  There  are  still 
too  many  multiple  births,  and  many  of 
them  are  attributed  to  fertility  drugs. 
The  question  is:  how  closely  are  these 
guidelines  being  followed?  And  has 
Mandy  Allwood  driven  a   coach  and 
horses  through  them? 

A   case  for  marriage  guidance 
Mr  Dole  has  his  work  cut  out  keeping  his  new  mate  in  check 

WHEN  A   CANDIDATE  for  the  US  presi- 
dential election  has  lagged  as  for  be- 

hind as  Bob  Dole,  he  has  to  resort  to 
desperate  measures  —   like  being  hon- 

est Asked  what  impelled  him  to  make 
the  Uth-hour  choice  of  Jack  Kemp  as 
his  running  mate,  he  replied  with  one 

word:  “Winning!”  It  is  a   sign  of  Mr 
Dole's  troubles  that  the  choice  of  a 
potential  vice-president  —   a   position 
traditionally  not  worth  that  famous 
bucket  of  warm  spit  —   has  acquired 
such  importance  in  the  run-up  to  this 
week’s  convention. 

At  the  least,  Mr  Kemp  has  given  the 
US  media  something  to  tug  and  tease 
into  shape.  He  is  nothing  if  not  a 
communicator,  though  not  of  the  most 
disciplined  kind,  and  he  is  never  short 
of  a   word,  though  sometimes  too  long 
on  them.  There  could  be  a   real  problem 

that  be  may  show  up  Mr  Dole's  own rhetorical  deficiencies  and  lack  of  voter 
appeal.  It  may  also  be  hard  to  avoid  the 
exposure  of  discrepancies  on  policy, 
however  firmly  Mr  Dole  has  already 
lectured  him  on  the  need  to  remember 
that  he  is  only  No  2.  Yet  if  he  succeeds, 
he  should  go  further  than  his  boss  in 
fulfilling  the  promise  to  take  the  Repub- 

lican campaign  “to  every  community 
and  every  neighbourhood.” 

Choosing  a   running  mate  who  speaks 
on  another  wavelength  is  no  novelty; 

Mr  Dole’s  motive  for  doing  so  is  trans- 
parent too.  It  is  not  so  much  that  the 

two  candidates  differ  on  a   range  of 

issues  where  Mr  Kemp  takes  a   some- 
what (although  not  always  consistently) 

more  liberal  view.  It  is  that  the  more 

conservative  Mr  Dole  finds  himself  run- 
ning a   campaign  which,  to  potential 

voters,  looks  even  further  to  the  right 
by  many  degrees.  Mr  Dole  insists  he 
has  not  had  time  to  read  the  convention 

platform,  but  it  is  still  there  with  its  call 
for  a   constitutional  amendment  ban- 

ning abortion  and  its  tough  language  on 
immigration.  It  is  more  than  a   shade 
humiliating  to  have  to  welcome  the 
offer  of  a   truce  from  Pat  Buchanan. 
Attempts  to  patch  in  a   few  moderate 
speakers  to  the  convention  are  offset  by 
the  manner  in  which  two  influential 
state  governors  have  been  warned  off 
speaking  in  flavour  of  abortion.  Much 

hangs  here  on  the  success  of  last  night’s 
speech  by  Colin  Powell  but  he  is  not 
though  Mr  Dole  might  wish  he  were, 
the  vice-presidential  candidate.  Mr 
Kemp  is  less  of  a   moderate  than  he  will 
now  be  portrayed;  he  has  been  de- 

scribed as  an  arch-conservative  who 
makes  conservatives  uneasy.  But  he 
does  call  for  the  empowerment  of  the 
poor  (through  the  marketplace),  does 
not  slam  the  unions  or  denounce  affir- 

mative action,  and  is  opposed  to  cutting 

down  government  services  for  immi- 
grants. In  style  as  well  as  policy,  he  can 

also  speak  —   unlike  Mr  Dole  —   to, 
rather  than  through,  people. 
Mr  Dole  has  called  for  an  Olympic 

campaign  and  says  he  is  going  for  gold. 
The  polls  can  now  be  expected  to  show 
some  improvement  in  the  warm  glow  of 

a   convention  “success.”  Mr  Kemp  may 
win  a   few  medals,  but  will  it  be  enough? 

New  danger:  gutter  politics 
The  Tory’s  latest  attack  on  Tony  Blair  marks  a   low  point 

WITH  their  new  poster  featuring  Tony 
Blair  with  wild  demonic  eyes,  the  Con- 

servatives have  marked  a   low-point  in 
British  electioneering.  There  has  never 
been  a   more  vacuous,  crude  or  desper- 

ate campaign  —   and  political  campaign- 
ing has  a   pretty  squalid  history.  Per- 

sonal attacks  on  Neil  Kinnock  were  bad 
enough,  and  the  reflections  of  a   former 
Tory  director  of  research  on  how  well 

the  “race  card”  played  in  the  1992 
election  outraged  many.  Of  course,  the 
Labour  Party  is  not  entirely  blameless, 
but  this  ridiculous  campaign  —   Tony 
Blair  as  the  devil  with  conjunctivitis  — 
sets  a   new,  low  benchmark. 

Responsibility  must  rest  with  Brian 
Mawhinney.  Up  until  now  his  record  as 
party  chairman  has  been  characterised 
by  a   stream  of  gaffes,  from  the  amusing 
to  the  distinctly  unpleasant.  This  time 
he  has  gone  even  beyond  his  previous 
standards.  Dr  Mawhinney  reacts  to  crit- 

icism of  the  campaign  by  claiming  that 

this  is  not  an  attempt  to  demonise  Mr 
Blair.  If  that  is  not  the  motive,  then  we 
can  only  conclude  it  is  the  product  of 

wild  panic.  Michael  Portillo’s  attempt 
to  link  the  campaign  to  a   Fabian  Soci- 

ety pamphlet  (not  a   Labour  Party  policy 
document)  on  the  royal  family  only 
heightens  the  sense  of  desperation. 
Labour  must  actually  be  rather  pleased; 
the  Tories  have  suceeded  in  distracting 

attention  from  Clare  Short’s  hurt  feel- 
ings and  in  reinforcing  the  shabby  air 

that  surrounds  their  own  party. 

In  the  wake  of  John  Smith’s  death,  all 
the  party  leaders  spoke  of  the  need  for 
more  mature  politics.  John  Major 
should  insist  that  Central  Office  termi- 

nate this  ugly  —   and  ludicrous  —   attack 
on  the  Labour  leader,  in  his  own  inter- 

ests If  nothing  else.  If  he  fails  to  do  so 

the  real  “new  danger”  is  that  long 
before  the  election,  a   ratchet  effect  win 
lever  politics  right  down  into  the 

gutter. 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 

Eight  ideas  on  those  embryos 

IF  WE  needed  further  proof 
that  our  cleverness  has  so 

far  outstripped  out  wisdom 
as  to  verge  on  lunacy,  we  have 

it  in  Mandy  Allwood’s  at- tempts to  capitalise  on  her bizarre  situation  by  seeking  a 
£1  million  sponsorship  deal 

(Fury  at  8-baby  birth  bonus, 
August  12). 

The  fact  that  medicine  has 
“advanced”  to  a   point  where 
this  could  happrai,  without  en- 

visaging the  consequences 
and  without  any  public  out- 

cry; die  feet  that  it  can  be 
reported  quite  matter-of-fectly 
without  any  apparent  dis- 

quiet shows  how  impercepti- 
bly we  are  sliding  towards barbarity. 

In  a   world  claiming  to  be 

even  half-civilised,  an  injunc- 
tion would  restrain  this  inde- 

fensible exploitation  of  a 
frftflkigh  and  potentially  tragic 

situation,  which  is  akin  to  ex- 
hibiting a   two-headed  man  in 

a   cage  for  a   circus  audience  to 

gawp  at  But  of  course,  this  is 

just  the  beginning.  If  there’s money  to  be  made,  people  will 
be  queueing  to  get  in  on  the 
act  What  price  a   blade  market in  frozen  embryos? 

Eileen  Nbakes. 
Lower  Warren  Road. 

Kingsbridge,  Devon  TQ7. 

IN  supporting  Mandy  All- wood's decision  to  risk  her 
own  life  along  with  those  of  all 

her  embryos,  rather  than  con- sent to  a   selective  reduction, 

the  so-called  “pro-life”  lobby 
exposes  the  inhumane  and  ir- 

rational fundamentalism  of  its 

position. For  a   truly  corrupt  estima- 
tion of  the  meaning  and  value 

of  life,  children  and  parent- 
hood. we  need  look  no  further 

than  the  phenomenon  of  infer- 

tility treatment  as  a   commer- cial transaction,  and  pareits 

who,  disregarding  medical  ad- 
vice, attempt  cynically  to  ex- 

ploit a   doomed  multiple  preg- 
nancy as  a   meal  ticket 

If  infertility  treatments  in 
their  current  state  of  imper- 

fection are  to  be  permitted  at 

all  —   a   question  which  recent 
events  should  re-open  —   they 
should  be  ariminista-ed  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  could 
otherwise  never  become 
parents  at  all.  and  not  to  abet 
serial  parenting  by  people 
who  already  have  children  by 

other  partners. Root  Cartwright 
Chairman,  British 

Organisation  of  Non-Parents. BM  Box  5866, 

London  WC1NSXX. 

lAfHILE  the  Government 
W   pushes  the  free-market ethos  in  every  sphere  (except 

Parliament),  its  MPs  rush  to 
condemn  Mandy  All  wood  for 
practising  what  they  preach 
in  setting  up  her  own  nice  lit- 

tle earner.  Are  they  unable  to 
comprehend  cause  and  effect? 
David  Lewin. Clive  Road,  Cowley. 

Oxford  0X4. 

YAffHEN  I   refused  an  offered 
■V  selective  termination  for 

my  IVF  triplets,  I   naively  ap- 
proached social  services  for 

practical  help  (none  was  avail- able). I   now  realise  I   should 

have  approached  either  pro- 
life groups  or  the  press  for  a 

much-needed  .   financial 

alternative. 
Fim  Willoughby. 

Weybridge  Close, Warrington. 

Cheshire. 

I   TAKE  exception  to  the  view 
of  Jack  Scarisbrick  of  Life 

(Interview,  August  10)  as  I 
recover  from  my  abortion 

which  was  carred  out  last  Fri- 
day. My  foetus  was  13  weeks 

old  and  suffered  form  a   fetal 

condition  known  as  Turner’s 
syndrome.  She  would  have 
been  unable  to  live  outside  the 
womb  due  to  a   cystic  hygroma 

and  other  severe  abnormali- ties. She  would  also  have  been 

unable  to  reach  full  town To  expect  a   women  to  wait 
for  her  baby  to  die  when  there 
is  no  possibility  cf  her  living 

is  simply  inhummo  I   chal- lenge Jack  Scarisbrick  to  jus- 
tify my  not  having  an 

abortion. 
Name  and  address  supplied. 

Umj>a\ 
ba-bx 

ARE  we  to  assume  that 
Jack  Scarisbrick  and  his 

friends  in  the  anti-abortion 
movement  will  offer  Mandy 
Allwood  £25,000  per  foetus  not 
to  have  the  abortions  which 

are  now  so  strongly  recom- 
mended by  her  doctors? 

Steve  Harris. 
Highfleld,  Twyford, 
Hampshire  S021. 

PROFESSOR  Scans  brick’s 

assertion  that  people  with 
Down's  syndrome  “bring  out 

the  best  in  people"  patronises 

people  with  Down's  syndrome 
by  stereotyping  them  as  un- able to  share  the  same  range 
erf  emotions  and  behaviours, 

positive  or  negative,  as  other 
Individuals.  It  denies  the  expe- 

rience cf  parents  and  carers 
who  cope  with  the  sometimes 

extremely  challenging  behav- iour of  some  people  with 

Down’s  syndrome,  and  it  also misinforms  parents  going 

through  the  process  erf  ante- 

natal investigations  and  care. (Dr)  Dominic  Casey. 
Southampton  SOl8. 

IJUrHATEVER  happened  to Wa  woman’s  right  to 
choose?  How  has  what  goes  on 

inside  a   woman's  womb  be- come such  public  property? 

What  right  do  (male)  commen- tators have  to  dictate  what 

should  happen  to  a   woman's body,  a   woman’s  fertility? The  pro-life  lobby  should  get 

their  priorities  right  Rather 
than  whip  up  a   storm  over  the abortion  of  one  foetus,  they 

should  campaign  for  a   more 
equal  society  in  which  all 
children  have  a   chance  to 
grow  up  without  poverty. 

T.  Smith. 

Portland  Avenue,  London  N16. 

Uncivil  service 

LORD  Mackay  of  Ardbreck- 
nish  suggests  (Letters, 

August  6)  that  the  only  decid- 
ing factor  on  decisions  of 

whether  or  not  to  privatise 
civil-service  functions  or  as- 

sets is  “whether  that  transfer 
Increases  value  for  money  for 

the  taxpayer”.  How  he  can seriously  suggest  this  only 
days  after  the  Efficiency 

Unit’s  review  of  the  Compet- 

ing For  Quality  (market-test- 
ing) programme  was  made 

public  Is  beyond 
comprehension. 

This  report,  held  back  for 
almost  a   year,  and  discreetly 

pushed  under  the  door  of  Par- liament after  MPs  had  gone 
home  for  the  summer  recess, 

proves  that  the  Govern- 
ment’s “value-for-money" mantra  is  no  more  than  a   fig 

leaf  to  hide  an  ill-conceived 
dogma  that  privatisation 
should  be  pursued  regardless 
of  cost  to  the  tax-paying  pub- 

lic. Among  the  findings: 
Taxpayers  are  shouldering 

a   £90  million  bill  each  year 

for  “process  costs”  such  as external  consultancy  fees 
and  contract  managemeiiL 
CFQ  reviews  won  by  civil 

servants  generated  greater 
efficiency  and  more  savings 
than  those  won  by  private 

contractors  (22  par  cent  to  16 

percent). Services  carried  out  by  pri- 
vate contractors  are  invari- 

ably subject  to  “significant” costs  “associated  with  un- 

duly bureaucratic  interface between  users  and 

suppliers”. 

•CFQ  reviews  erf  services with  a   value  under  £500,000 

(almost  half  of  all  market-test- ing/contractmg-out  projects) 
should  never  have  been  car- 

ried out  because  the  cost  of 
tendering  wets  either  equal  to. 

or  exceeded,  any  savings  an- 
ticipated by  the  Government 

In  the  light  of  this  report  1 
can  see  no  evidence  to  sup- 

port Lord  Mackey's  value-for- money  argument 

Barry  Reams  bottom. General  Secretary. 

The  Civil  and  Public 
Services  Association. 
160  Falcon  Road, 

London  SW11 2LN. 

New  words,  old  music 
VHERE  is  an  essential  oon- 
I   tradiction  In  New 

Labour’s  position  on  the  mon- 
archy, and  the  other  laudable 

ideas  proposed  by  the  Fabian 
Society  for  an  overhaul  of  our 

democracy  (Don't  save  the 
Queen,  Blair  urged.  August 
12).  New  Labour  wants  to 

sound  radical  to  its  activists, 
while  conservative,  with  a 

small  “c”,  to  middle  Rnglanii. This  leads  to  policies  like  a 
partial  reform  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  which  falls  somewhat 
short  cf  an  elected  second 
chamber,  and  would  instead 
vest  even  more  power  of  pat- 

ronage in  the  hands  of  a 
prime  minister. 
New  Labour  ought  to  steal 

some  of  the  Conservatives’ other  clothes  and  propose  the 

privatisation  of  the  monar- 
chy. Buckingham  Palace  and 

Windsor  Castle  could  make 

excellent  five-star  hotels  with 
the  exception  of  the  private 

quarters  for  the  royal  family. The  Government  could  hold  a 

golden  share  to  prevent  for- eign ownership,  and  a   special 
provision  could  be  made  to 
prevent  death  duties  being  a 
harden  on  the  succession. 

This  would  be  the  most  pop- 
ular privatisation  ever undertaken. 

(CUr)  Kevin  Peters. 56  Gains  Road, 

Soulhsea,  Portsmouth. 
Hants  P04  0PL. 

THE  major  controversy  of the  Fabian  Society’s  pro- posals is  not  the  future  of  the 
royal  family  but  the  threat  of 
Andrew  Lloyd  Webber  com- 

posing the  national  anthpm 
Andrew  Procter. 
20  Valnay  Street, 

London  SW17  8PT. 

This  is  (still)  London  calling 

AS  A   British  Project  Trust 
volunteer  taking  a   year 

out  between  school  and  uni- 
versity in  Namibia,  I   have 

found  my  short-wave  radio  to 
have  been  an  invaluable  in- 

vestment. and  find  myself  al- 
ways tuning  to  the  BBC 

World  Service.  What  distress 
me.  therefore,  are  the  reports 
I   hear  —   though  rarely 
through  the  BBC  itself  —   of 
the  “rationalisation”  of  the World  Service. 

I   cannot  speak  of  the  mo- tives or  detailed  plans,  but  I 

definitely  can  repent  on  the 
receiving  end.  Brno  in  south- ern Africa,  the  World  Service 
is  listened  to,  and  trusted,  as 
the  most  sacrosanct  erf  news 
providers.  It  is  the  best  adver- 

tising Britain  baa  got,  reach- 
ing millions  and  serving 

whole  strata  of  the  popula- 
tion. If  this  were  to  be  scaled 

down,  to  lose  its  local  Insight; 

it  wouldn’t  be  a   few  ex-pats who  would  suffer,  it  would 
truly  be  the  world. 

Toby  Harris. The  Buchter  News, 
Ldderitz  Maritime  Centre. 
PO  Box  470,  Luderitz, 
Namibia. 
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Driving  to  a   cricket 
match  in  Kew,  I   heard  a 

World  Service  report  by 
Simon  Winchester  on  the 
world’s  heaviest  rainfall  in 

Cherrapunji.  in  north-east  In- dia's Meghalaya  state.  As  a 
rare  western  traveller  to  the 
region,  it  meant  a   great  deal 
to  me  and  a   lot  more  to  foe 
district  commissioner  in  the 

state  capital,  who  faxed  to  ask if  I   had  heard  it 

The  same  applies  in  count- less other  countries,  be  it  the 
Iranian  I   met  at  Friday  pray- 

ers, or  the  Russian  in  Moscow who  tuned  in  illegally  to  hear 

the  truth.  Ask  anyone  from 
Rangoon  to  Bulawayo. 
Bush  House  is  a   beacon  of 

sanity  in  the  world.  It  would 
be  a   shame  to  change  a   sys- 

tem run  by  people  who  live  in 
this  country  but  whose  spirits are  more  often  abroad.  Has 

the  BBC  asked  any  listeners overseas  how  much  they  care 
about  a   local  road  accident,  a 
royal  rumpus  or  a   UK weather  report? 

Roman  Rnilnfe.fr 
The  European, 

200  Grays  Inn  Road, 
London  WC1X8NE. 

Hot  on  water 

WHAT  business  is  the 
speed  limit  on  Winder- mere  of  the  Secretary  of  State 

for  the  Environment  (Letters. 

August  12)?  Why  can’t  this  be decided  by  the  relevant  local 
body?  This  episode  shows  just 
how  centralist  we  are  in  this country. 

Robin  Wendt. 
Secretary,  Association 
of  County  Councils. 66a  Eaton  Square, 
London  SW1W  9BH. 

MANY  walkers  visit  the upland  fells  of  the  r^kP District.  No  doubt  John  Gam- 
mer thinks  they  come  to  en- 

joy die  frequent  deafening  by 
low-flying  military  aircraft 
Peter  Durians. 
25  Swain  Road. 
Thornton  Heath, 

Surrey  CR7  7AP. 

A   Country  Diary 

The  jury  is  out on  Lord  Woolf 

I   AM  writing  following  Lord 

Woolfs  plan  to  Improve  civil 

justice  (Civil  law  “revolu- 
tion” plans.  July  27).  1   hare 

practised-  as  a   solicitor  in Manchester  for  many  years. 

The  administration  of  Man- chester County  Court  is  cur 

rently  so  overstretched  that 
in  my  last  two  coses  before 
the  court  the  administrative 
staff  have  been  unable  to 
carry  out  the  simple  task  of 
ensuring  that  all  the  case 

papers  were  in  front  of  the 
judge  hearing  the  case.  In each  case,  delay  and  expense 
was  caused  to  all  parties. 

If  a   court  currently  cannot 

carry  out  a   simple  filing  task 

properly.  It  is  frankly  ludi- crous to  suggest  as  Lord 
Woolf  does,  that  such  courts 
without  extra  resources  can 
transform  into  efficient, 

quick  case  managers  of  civil 

justice. 

D   S   Johnston. 10  Parsonage  Road, 
Manchester  M20  4PQ. 

VOU  highlight  the  problems 
T   discovered  by  the 

National  Audit  Office  in  the 
administration  of  legal  aid 
(Millions  in  legal  aid  paid  in 
error.  August  1).  The  NAO 

recommended  that  opera- 
tional guidance  be  improved 

and  that  training  provision  be 
reviewed.  In  contrast  to  these 

recommendations,  the  Gov- ernment currently  proposes 

to  put  all  training  in  magis- trates’ courts  at  risk  by 
removing  the  protection  now afforded  to  training  budgets. 

Senior  managers  have  al- 
ready identified  this  as  an  op- 

portunity to  plunder  training 
budgets  to  mitigate  the  effects 

of  overall  cuts  in  court’s  bud- 
gets. Equally,  the  longer-term 

proposals  to  make  solicitors 
responsible  for  decisions  on 

the  granting  of  legal  aid  will introduce  a   financial  interest which  does  not  currently 
exist,  and  cause  delay  and 
confusion  in  the  courts. 
Legal-aid  administration 

must  remain  in  the  magis- 
trates’ courts  if  the  interests 

of  justice  are  to  be  served. 
The  real  problems  to  be resolved  are  those  of  staffing 
levels  and  training  which 
have  been  undermined  by cash-limited  budgets. 

Rosie  Eagleson. General  Secretary, 

Association  of  Magisterial 

Officers. 
231  Vauxhall  Bridge  Road. 

London  SW1V 1EG. 

Please  Include  a   full  postal 
address  and  a   telephone number.  We  may  edit  letters: 
shorter  ones  are  more  likely  to 
appear.  We  regret  we  cannot acknowledge  those  not  used. 

DAR1MOQR:  A   painting  week 
afforded  insights  into  more 
than  line,  tone,  colour  and 
hrushwork.  I   was  lost  in  the 
fanes  that  plunge  confusingly between  high  banks  around 
South  Tawton  and  South  Zeal 
My  early  morning  walk  had 
already  overrun  breakfast 
time  when  a   shiny  BMW  ac- celerated past  me  as  I   flagged it  down.  I   knocked  apologeti- 

cally on  a   cottage  door  to  ask the  way.  The  man  of  the  house put  his  shirt  on,  started  up  the 
car,  and  drove  me  home.  On 
the  bleaker  heights,  granite 
spines  like  the  Belstone  ridge are  silhouetted  against  the 
sky.  There  are  ancient  stone- 
circles  like  Scorhiil  (pro- nounced Scored)  that  hint  at 

the  time  when  this  wilderness —   one  of  the  earliest  uplands 

to  have  been  cleared  erf  trees 

by  man  to  provide  grazing  — was  populous  and  busy.  There are  scattered  groups  of  ponies 
and  straggling  sheep,  a   few 
marshy  hollows,  and  glisten- 

ing traces  here  and  there  of 
the  beginnings  of  the  five  riv- 

ers —   Tavy.  Taw,  Tteign,  Dart 
and  Plym  —   that  rise  close 
together  and  radiate  out- 

V 

jr 

wards  Lower  down  they  rip- 
ple, or  sometimes  roar, through  wooded  hollows  with 

stout,  stone,  hump-backed bridges  just  wide  enough  for one  vehicle  —   if  pedestrians back  into  the  triangular  pass- 

ing bays.  Near  Chagford,  Cas- 
tle Drogo,  finished  in  1930, 

stares  blankly  out  from  its hillside,  an  extraordinary 
monument  to  a   director  of  the Home  and  Colonial  Stores 

Who  quickly  amassed  from  the 

grocery  business  a   fortune 
“fat  enabled  him  to  engage  Sir 
Edwin  Lutyens  and  create  an ereab  ancestral  fortress  that honunates  the  peaceful  valley. 
A   dowser”  talked  of  bow 

swallows,  salmon,  and  the  “el- 
vers" that  travel  between 

Somerset  and  the  Sargasso 
unerringly  find  their 

*ay  He  showed  how  his  rods divine  energy  lines  and  indi- cate how  the  stone-circles 
ocair  at  crucial  intersections. on  Dartmoor  there  are fewer  tourists  than  at  Stone 
range,  or  even  Avebury.  You 
“h  stand  in  your  own  silent 
and  desolate  space  to  contem- 

plate ScortiilL 

JOHN  VALUNS 
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A   GREAT  philanthro- 
pist strides  forward 

to  Inject  life  into  Bol- 
mondely  Relief.  Having 
passed  oar  plea  for  help  to his  master.  John  Fraser. 
MA  (Oxon).  MPhtl,  faTos  a 
reply.  “Mr  Winner  was  sad* dened  to  hear  of  the  plight 
of  Peter  and  Virginia  Bot- 
tomley.-  writes  Mr  Fraser, adding  that  Michael  has  met 
them  before.  “Naturally  he would  wish  to  spring  to  the 
support  of  his  friends,  and 
he  is  sending  yon,  by  cou- 

rier, a   number  of  shirts 
which  he  is  sadly  too  fat  to 
wear  any  more   You  will 
note  they  are  from  very  Cam- 

pus makers."  They  have just  arrived:  one,  in  blue 
and  white  stripes,  bears  the 
name  Francesco  ofLondon; 
the  other,  a   grey  and  cream 
affair,  is  from  Rex  of  the 
Beverley  Hills  Hotel.  Wow. 
Passing  aside  a   note  sug- 

gesting they  are  “far  too 
good  for  an  MP"  and  that  I 
should  wear  them  myself — 
a   notion  worth  bearing  in 
mind  Cor  the  fancy-dress 
season  ahead — and  ignor- 

ing the  fact  that  we 
requested  a   pair  of  Mi- 

chael's jumbo  knickers  (a 
makeshift  tent  for  the  Bol- 
mon£Oey*s  Isle  of  Wight 
camping  trip),  we  are  ex- 

tremely grateful.  Would 
that  others  were  as  gener- 

ous as  Michael,  the  Lord 
Shaftesbury  of  our  age. 

THE  recent  star  of 
Channel  4’s  If  1   Were 
Prime  Minister,  the  al- 

ternative premier  show. 
Mad  Frankie  Fraser,  has 

been  censored.  "They  did 
draw  th  e   line  at  a   couple  of 

things,  yes,"  admits  the 
retired  gangster.  “I  wanted Charlie  Richardson  as 
Chancellor  and  Reggie 

Kray  as  Home  Secretary.” 
But  why?  “Well,"  says 
Frank,  “we'd  have  all  got  a 
few  quid  with  Charlie  as 
Chancellor,  lean  tell  you. 
None  of  us  would  have  been 

skint.  And  Reggie  would've been  a   terrific  Home  Secre- 

tary.   The  first  thing  he’d 
have  done  is  release  him- 

self . . .   and  you  can't  blame 

him  for  that,  can  you?" 

IN  the  Daily  Mail,  sane 
and  rational  Paul  John- 

son has  a   brainwave.  In 

another  carefully  consid- 
ered piece,  Paul  says  that  it 

is  time  to  colonise  outer 

space  as  a   home  for  earth- 
ling immigrants.  This  is  in- 

evitable. he  says,  and  will 
come  sooner  than  you  may 

think.  “I,  alas,  will  not  live 
to  see  it,"  says  Mr  Tony 

Blair’s  spiritual  guide,  “but 
my  children  may  and  my 
grandchildren  certainly 

will."  Anyone  tempted  to 

of  the  world’s  least  gifted 
prophet  is  reminded  that,  in 
1963,  it  was  Paul  who  pre- 

dicted that  Britain  would 
avoid  a   sexual  revolution. 

WITH  the  strike  sus- 
pended, what  better 

time  to  gamer  sym- 

pathy for  London's  Tube drivers?  Working  condi- 
tions have  so  deteriorated,

 

they  claim,  that  there  is  not 
time  for  a   pee  when  turning 

trains  around.  “You  pull 
the  front  of  the  train  into 
the  tunnel  and  pee  out  of  the 

front."  says  one  driver,  mo- 
rosely. "It  ain’t  too  clever, 

this  job.”  For  drivers  who 

previously  relied  on  cathe- 
ters or  will  power  but  are 

inspired  by  this  news,  the 

live  rail  —   that's  the  bigger 
one — is  best  avoided.   

Ever  the  genf.  Terry 
Major-Ball  rings  to 
say  thanks  for  lunch 

on  Friday  at  Simpson's-in- th e-Strand  (smoked-salmon 
salad,  roast  lamb  and  fresh 
strawberries  forTerry).  “It 
was  very  enjoyable."  says 
Terry,  warmly,  "and  I   met  a 
couple  of  nice  people  on  the 

way  home."  But  who  were they?  "This  chap  selling 
posters  by  Charing  Cross 
recognised  me,  and  said  he 
was  a   loyal  supporter  of 
John's.  Then,  when  1   was 
going  down  Whitehall  on  a bos.  someone  tapped  me  the 
shoulder  and  said  his  friend 

had  bet  that  1   was  the  Prime 

Minister's  brother.”  Terry 
has  been  clearing  his  desk. 
•■I've  been  doing  paper- 

work.” he  explains.  “Isn’t  it 

amazing  the  amount  you  ac- 
cumulate?" Indeed  it  is.  and 

upon  this  observant  note, we  say  farewell.   __ 

THOSE  contemplating  a 
life  of  crime  in  Somer- 

set — scrumping  ap- 

ples or  whatever — are  ad- 
vised to  avoid  Yeovil. 

Magistrates 
 there  have  sent 

a   warrant  to  Sussex 
 cop- 

pers. reports  Police  maga-
 

zine. ordering  them  to  a r- 
i   vst  a   man  for  failing  topa

y 

a   fine  for  non-retur
n  of  his 

library  hook. 
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The  risk  of  sounding 

paranoid 

Commentary 

Geoff 

Mulgan 

NOT  long  ago  a   busi- 
nessman In  the  com- 

puter industry  coined 

a   phrase  that  could 
stand  as  a   marim  for  the  late 

1990s.  “Only  the  paranoid  sur- 
vive,” he  warned,  meaning 

that  only  thp  most  anxious 
businesses 

 
would  escape 

being  crushed  or  swallowed 

by  their  competitors. 
 
I fs  a 

comment  that  fits  well  with 

this  summer's  mood  of  anxi- 
ety and  risk.  At  home,  the 

Tories  have  all  but  given  up 
on  feelgood,  gunning  instead 
for  the  paranoid  stridency  of 

“new  Labour,  new  danger”. 
Across  Europe,  the  press  is 

awash  with  the  dangers  of 

getting  skin  cancer  from  sun- 
bathing, dying  from  a   liking 

for  boeuf  bourguignon  or 
Iamb  kebab,  or  being  blown 
up  by  crazed  militia-men  in 
America.  Across  the  world, 
cinema  audiences  are  being 
gripped  by  the  sight  of  aliens 
turning  cities  to  dust 
A   good  decade  after  they 

first  took  the  issue  on,  aca- 

demic sociologists  are  now 
finding  an  eager  audience  for 
their  claim  that  ours  is  an  era 

beset  by  risk  —   whether  it 
comes  from  BSE  or  Aids, 
downsizing  corporations  or 
dodgy  nuclear-power  stations 
in  Bulgaria. 

It  matters  a   lot  whether 
they  are  right.  And  it  matters 
just  as  much  whether  or  not 
anything  can  be  done  about 
ft.  Yet  the  first  thing  that 
strikes  you  about  the  current 
vogue  tor  risk  is  that  is  runs 
so  starkly  against  the  facts. : 
The  simplest  way  to  gauge  the 
riskiness  of  life  is  to  see  how , 

easily  people  die.  By  this  mea- 
sure, the  facts  are  clear:  in  | 

most  western  societies  lon- 
gevity is  still  rising,  and  in- 1 deed,  far  from  levelling  off  it  ] 

is  now  increasing  fastest  in 

I   the  countries  where  it  is  al- ready highest 

This  shouldn't  be  all  that 
surprising.  The  objective 
risks  faced  by  the  typical  Brit- 

ish citizen  are  not  great  by 

any  historical  standard. 
There  is  no  threat  of  immi- 

nent invasion  or  civil  war. 
Despite  the  attention  paid  by 
the  media  to  individual  mur- 

ders, the  rate  remains  mini- 
mal. Traffic  accidents  are  low 

and  falling.  In  most  areas  of 
life,  scientific  knowledge  is 
stfll  far  more  likely  to  prevent 
risks  than  to  create  them. 

This  doesn't  mean  that 
people  aren't  facing  genuine, 
and  new,  insecurities.  But  it 

does  suggest  that  the  current 
obsession  with  risk  may  have 
less  to  do  with  an  objective, 
long-term  rise  in  dangers,  and 
more  to  do  with  the  fact  that 
we  compare  the  present  with 
that  fairly  brief  period  be- tween around  1950  and  1970 

when  jobs  were  secure,  scien- tists were  trustworthy  and 
beef  was  beef. 

Today  we  assume  that  life 
should  be  controllable  and 
predictable.  We  assume  that 
where  there's  a   risk,  there 
should  also  be  an  insurance 

policy  to  protect  us  from  it 
Today,  you  can  insure  your 
mortgage  against  unemploy- 

ment your  income  against  de- 
bilitating disease,  and,  if 

you're  a   celebrity,  you  can  in- 
sure your  hands  or  your  face 

against  a   disfiguring  acci- dent. Tm  sure  that  if  you  were 
so  inclined,  you  could  insure 
yourself  against  a   Labour 
government No  wonder,  perhaps,  that 

consumer  spending  on  insur- ance in  all  its  forms  has 

roughly  doubled  since  the  end 
of  the  1980s,  and  that  forecast- 

ers expect  it  to  rise  another  50 

per  cent  by  the  end  of  the  de- cade. No  wander,  too.  that 

some  politicians,  and  the  pol- 
icy wonks  at  the  Treasury, 

see  more  insurance  as  the 
answer  to  the  feet  that  most 

people  aren't  saving  anything like  enough  for  retirements  i 

which  may  now  account  for 
as  much  as  a   third  of  their 

lives,  or  For  the  likelihood  of 

much  longer  periods  out  of 

work. 

The  problem,  though,  is 
that  insurance  can’t  reach 
many  of  the  most  important sources  of  risk.  In  some  cases, 

it's  because  people  don't  want 
to  know.  Long-term  care  is  a 
good  example  —   bow  many 

people  do  you  know  under  40 who  are  responsibly  saving 

for  senility  40  years  down  the 

line?  In  other  cases,  it’s  just hard  to  turn  insurance  into  a 

good  commercial  proposition. 
This  is  the  nub  of  the  prob- 

lem. Faced  with  a   sense  that 
there  is  an  escalating  number 

of  risks,  people  not  unnatu- rally respond  by  spending 
ever  more  on  insuring 

themselves. 
They  want  to  feel  in  con- 

trol, with  a   piece  of  paper 

stashed  away  that  will  insu- 
late them  from  disaster.  But 

as  so  many  of  the  risks  are 
unknowable,  or  inescapably 

Keeping  focused 
on  the  dark  things 
in  Irfe  meant  you 

were  better 

prepared  when  a bear  lunged  at  you 

collective,  insurance  can 

never  quite  deliver  the  secu- 
rity it  promises. There's  an  obvious  political 

conclusion  to  be  drawn:  isn't this  what  governments  are 
for?  Don’t  we  elect  them  to 
protect  us  from  weird  mutant 
diseases,  or  from  the  danger 

that  our  life  savings  will  sud- 
denly be  blown  away  by  a   de- 
luded trader  in  Singapore? 

The  simple  answer  Is  yes.  But 
ironically,  governments  are  ; 

doing  their  level  best  to  run 
away  from  their  role  as 

Kremlin  in  chaos 
What  with  power-struggles  paralysing 

Moscow,  and  Yeltsin  semi-detached,  ifs 

not  surprising  that  rebels  and  soldiers 

alike  are  still  being  slaughtered  in 

Chechenia,  argues  James  Meek 

if  p&rmiTY 
Wahte-  l dMATAt.  f 
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THOSE  who  ask  why 
Russi

a  
has  not 

resolv
ed  the  Che- 

chen crisis 
 are  ask- 

ing, if  not  the  wron
g 

questi
on,  then  certai

nly  the 

jpqc  import
ant  one.  Why  has 

Britain
  not  resolv

ed  the  Ulster
 

crisis. 
 Spain  the  Basqu

e  crisis, 

the  UN  the  divis
ion  of  Cyprus

? 

What  marks  Chechenia  put 

is  not  the  difficulty  of  finding 

a   solution  to  an  ethnie-temto- 

rial-religious  dispute  which 

has  simmered  on  and  on 
 ior 

more  than  a   century,  but  t
oe 

careless,  haphazard,  deadl
y 

way  toe  Russian  S^verpm
ent 

has  managed  the  conflict
  in 

the  meantime. 

bv  a   fantastic  combinati
on  of 

lies,  breast-beating «#*«”?■ 

cism  and  utter  lack  of 
 Per- 

sonal or  collective  response 

bility  for  a   tragic  seque
nce  of 

bloody  blunders. 
Ever  since  the  coUapse

 

the  Soviet  Union,  
Moscow's 

broach  to  Cheche
n*  has 

£Stomised  toe  system
ic  seif- 

gSftS  insecure  re
guraa 

self-deceit  bizarrely  e
xposed 

by  the  regime's  acceptance  of 
a   free  press.  Everyone  knows that  the  government  which 
ran*  the  troops  into  Chechenia 
'In  1995  was  the  same  govern- 

ment which  left  50  per  cent  of 
Soviet-era  weaponry  behind 

for  the  separatists  when  it evacuated  its  soldiers  from  toe 
republic  in  1992;  yet  no  one 

has  ever  been  brought  to  ac- 
count for  this. Almost  monthly  since  toe 

Russian  invasion,  toe  country 
has  heard  from  its  leaders, 
often  from  President  Boris 
Yeltsin  himself,  that  aircraft 

bombing  has  stopped,  that 
shelling  has  stopped,  that  all 
defence  ministry  troops  have 

been  withdrawn  from  the 
republic,  that  the  last  rebel 
stronghold  has  fallen,  that  toe 

puppet  government  of  Dokn 
Zavgayev  folly  controls  Che- 

chenia. that  peace  has  been made. 

Sometimes,  perhaps,  Mr 
Yeltsin  has  believed  what  he 

has  said;  each  time  he  has 
been  wrong,  and  has  been 
shown  to  have  been  wrong  by 

the  media.  To  lie  to  your  own 

people  in  the  hope  of  not  being 
found  out  is  wrong,  but  at 
least  understandable.  To  lie  In 
toe  almost  certain  knowledge 
of  being  exposed  as  a   liar 
bespeaks  both  a   terrible  con- , 

tempt  tor  the  real  democratic  1 power  of  your  electorate  and  a 
terrible  disarray  in  your  sys- 

tem of  governance. 
Last  week’s  Chechen  rebel 

attack  on  Grozny  may  have , 

been  a   turning  point  The  con- 
trast  between  the  violent  real- , 
ity  of  hand-to-hand  fighting  In 
the  streets  of  Grozny,  with 

young  Russian  soldiers  once 
again  being  cut  to  ribbons  by  I nimble  rebel  veterans,  and  the  j 

Languid  unconcern  of  the  Mos- , 
cow  authorities,  was  even  1 
more  so.  Mr  Yeltsin  was  tired, 
unwell  and  preoccupied  with 

preparations  for  his  inaugura- 
tion. Defence  minister  Igor  Ro- 

dionov and  interior  minister 

Anatoly  Kulikov,  whose 
troops  were  being  slaugh- : 
fared,  surrounded,  taken  pris- 

oner and  in  some  cases  run- 
ning out  of  ammunition,  took 

no  particular  interest  in 
events  in  Grozny  until  the  end 
of  the  week. 

Doku  Zavgayev  —   nick- named “the  air  traffic  control- 
ler" because  it  is  unsafe  for 

htm  to  travel  anywhere  in 

Chechenia  outside  Grozny  air- 
port —   commented,  insanely, 

that  “apart  from  Grozny,  the 
situation  in  Chechenia  is  per- 

fectly quiet".  While  Movladi 

tJdugov,  the  rebel  “informa- tion minister”,  was  pouring 

out  a   gory  blow-by-blow  ac- count of  rebel  triumphs  In 
Grozny  by  satellite  telephone 
from  the  Chechen  country- 

side, Moscow  journalists 

could  get  no  information  out 
of  the  bloated  press  appara- 

tuses of  any  of  toe  security 
ministries.  When  Alexander 

Lebed.  Mr  Yeltsin's  new  secu- rity overlord,  was  appointed 

the  president's  representative tor  Chechenia  at  the  weekend, 
he  discovered  that  the  man 
who  was  supposed  to  be  his 

deputy  was  on  holiday  In 

Cyprus. 

It  would  be  almost  reassur- 
ing to  blame  the  crisis  of  res- 

ponsibility in  Moscow  —   and 
Chechenia  is  only  the  most 

visible  part  of  the  problem  — 

on  the  president’s  state  of health.  He  is  clearly  sick.  His 
metabolism  does  not  work  at 

full  speed.  The  man  we  saw 
taking  the  inaugural  oath  on 
Friday  was  not  the  decisive, 
charismatic  opportunist  of 

1991,  or  the  bustling  deep- 

pocketed  entertainer  of  toe spring  presidential  campaign. 
Yet  the  walking  corpse 

theory  does  not  stand  up. 

either.  Mr  Yeltsin  has  been 
written  off  too  many  times 
before,  only  to  come  back 

speechifying  and  policymak- 
ing. What  we  have  is  some- 

thing a   lot  less  clear-cut  than  a 
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Deadly  games onthe 

green  line 

guardians.  The  British  gov- 
ernment wants  to  shunt  the 

burdens  of  risk  —   for 
i   instance,  sick  pay  —   on  to  em- 
i   ployers,  while  employers 
want  to  push  it  out  to  their 

employees,  so  that  Individ- uals bear  the  cost  of  reces- sions or  obsolete  skills.  Both 

want  to  off-load  as  much  as 
they  can  on  to  toe  citizen.  All 
across  the  world  a   kind  of 

“pass  the  parcel"  is  under- 
way. where  it’s  usually  the 

least  powerful  who  end  up 
shouldering  the  most  risk. 
Not  that  this  is  all  bad. 

Being  responsible  for  yourself 

carries  its  own  virtues.  It’s right  that  people  should  be aware  that  heavy  smoking, 

bad  eating  and  dangerous 

driving  load  costs  on  to  every- 
one else. I   fir*!  it  hard  to  mourn  the 

loss  of  jobs  for  life  (and  pre- 

sumably the  afterlife)  In  insti- tutions like  the  Church  of 
England  and  universities.  It 

may  be  good  for  us  to  come  to terms  with  the  feet  that  life  is, 
by  its  nature,  unpredictable 
and  even  dangerous. 
But  things  are  now  out  of 

balance.  Back  in  the  dim  and 

distant  past,  it  gave  people  an 
advantage  to  be  a   bit  para- 

noid. Keeping  your  mind  fo- cused on  the  dark  things  in 
life  meant  you  were  more likely  to  be  better  prepared 
when  a   bear  lunged  at  you. 

But  permanent  paranoia  isn’t a   good  recipe  for  happiness. 
It’s  not  what  anyone  would 

willingly  choose.  And  that's why  I   suspect  that  before 
long,  politics  will  return  to 
toe  task  not  just  of  "equip- 

ping people  for  change'*,  but 
also  of  providing  a   little  bit  of 
protection.  It  matters  little  if 
objectively  our  lives  are  safer 
than  ever  before.  If  someone 
can  show  us  a   credible  way  to 

stop  feeling  paranoid,  then higher  taxes  and  premiums 
will  be  a   small  price  to  pay. 

Hugo  Young  Is  away 

disabled  president  —   a   partial 
president  who  moves  in  and 
out  of  the  decision-making 
process  in  an  unpredictable 
fashion,  and  who  may  for  that 
reason  use,  or  be  used  by, 

different  political  power  cen- tres in  Moscow  at  different 
times. 

Even  if  toe  president  were  a 

jogging,  tennis-playing, 
muesli-eating  teetotaller  half 

bis  age,  the  question  of  Rus- sia’s chain  of  command,  of 
where  the  buck  stops,  the 
question  of  responsibility, 
would  remain.  Evan  if  it  were 

somehow  known  that  Mr  Yelt- sin was  incapacitated,  and 
that  a   second  figure  —   prime 
minister  Victor  Chernomyr- 

din, for  example  —   was  actu- ally running  the  country,  it 
would  not  solve  this  question. 
For  today’s  Kremlin  intrigues 
are  not  simply  a   struggle  for 
power  they  are  a   struggle  to 
define  what  form  power  in 
Russia  should  take. 

IT  IS  always  misleading 

to  anthropomo
rphise 

countries  —   the  US  Is 

seeking  this,  Britain 
wants  that  —   but  it  is 

particularl
y  

misleading 
 
in 

Russia’s  case.  Even  talking 

about  “toe  Russian  govern- ment” suggests  a   degree  of 

coordination
  
which  does  not 

exist  The  presidential 
 
admin- 

istration and  the  actual  gov- 

ernment, the  cabinet  of  minis- 
ters, are  separate  entities. 

Even  though  he  has  the  deci- sive say  in  appointing  them, 

Mr  Yeltsin  feels  free  to  criti- cise ministers  as  if  be  did  not 

Senior  government
  

officials 
themselves  make  no  distinc- 

tion between  personal  opinion 

and  agreed  policy.  Nor  is 
there  any  stigma  in  making  a 

forecast  as  if  it  were  a   state- 
ment about  something  which 

had  already  happened. 

When,  days  after  toe  presi- dent's re-election,  Russian 

forces  began  bombarding  Che- 
chen villagas  with  aircraft  and 

artillery  again,  who  author- ised toe  decision?  Which  was 
the  more  alarming  possibility 
—   that  the  commander  in  the 

field.  General  Vyacheslav  Tik- homirov, began  the  brutal 
campaign  because  he  felt  it 
was  a   good  idea,  or  that  a 
senior  figure  in  Moscow  had 
secretly  given  him 

permission? 
The  current  disarray  will 

inevitably  change.  The  only 

question  Is  how  and  when. There  are  encouraging  signs  a 

smaller,  more  disciplined  cab- inet this  time  around,  anH  that 

the  government  and  toe  presi- dent’s administration,  ran  by 
a   man  tha  prime  minister  bag 

good  relations  with  —   Anatoly 

i   ChubaJs,  are  keen  to  avoid duplicate  posts.  The  media, 
parliament  —   ineffective  as  it 
is  —   and  the  increasingly  pow- 

erful business  sector  will  all 

demand  greater  accountabil- 
ity from  the  government  and 

that  means  at  least  working 
,   out  common  policies. 

But  that  leaves  Chechenia. 
!   and  General  Lebed,  who  far 
from  baulking  at  this  poisoned 
chalice  seems  to  be  embracing 
it  as  a   chance  to  build  up  the 
presidential  security  council 

into  yet  another  alternative 
centre  of  power.  He  admitted 

yesterday  that  Gen  Tikho- mirov was  an  old  comrade  of 
his,  and  same  sources  believe 

ft  was  he  who  gave  the  com- 
mander permission  to  begin 

bombarding  again  last  month. 
The  chronic  tendency  for  toe 
Kremlin  to  keep  generating 

these  new  power  structures, 
from  the  Lebedite  security 

council  to  the  Zavgayev  gov- 
ernment to  the  fad**!  peace 

commission,  without  giving 
them  clearly -defined  powers 
or  taking  responsibility  for 
their  failure,  is  toe  single  big- 

gest reason  for  Russia’s  inabil- 
ity to  even  contain,  let  alone 

Riid,  toe  rfoprhpn  cnnfMnf 

Leslie  Plommer 

The  marching  season 

in  Cyprus  is  any  time, 

really  —   any  time  a   suf- 
ficient number  of  Greek  Cyp- 

riots or  the  shadowy  political 
hardliners  who  manipulate 
local  sentiment  decide  things 
have  got  a   bit  too  peaceful. 

For  marching  is.  predomi- 

nantly. the  sport  of  toe  south- 
ern majority  rather  than  toe 

island's  Turkish  north,  and 
the  men  in  the  shadows  will 

be  quietly  pleased,  even  as 
they  weep  crocodile  tears,  that a   death  and  many  injuries 
have  resulted  from  their  latest 

dangerous  game  this  week. 
The  arch-manipulators  are 

rarely  to  be  found  on  toe  front- llnes  themselves  at  the 
marches  they  encourage,  of 

course.  But  they  like  to  have  a 

martyr,  especially  when 
Washington  has  been  making 

cheerful  election-year  noises 
about  its  current  initiative  to 
end  toe  long  partition. 

It  all  rings  a   curiously  Irish 

bell,  somehow,  not  least  in  the 
feet  that  there  are  now  too 

many  political  and  business mafiosi  on  both  sides  of  toe 
line  in  Cyprus  —   big  people, 

for  whom  little  hotheads  are 

mere  cannon-fodder  —   with 
too  big  a   stake  in  protecting 
their  drug  rackets  and  money 

laundering  and  cigarette 

smuggling  and  property  spec- ulation and  copyright  piracy 

to  risk  the  re-ordering  of 

things  that  reunification would  bring. 

So  today  and  for  weeks  to 
come  the  Greek-Cypriot  media 
will  be  screaming  their  out- 

rage at  the  brutality  of  those 

Turkish  Cypriots  who  on  Sun- 
day bludgeoned  to  death  a 

young  Greek  protester.  He  had joined  hundreds  of  others  on 
foot  and  on  motorbikes  in 

breaching  the  United  Nations 
buffer  zone  that  separates 
south  from  north. 
For  toe  killers  of  Tassos 

Isaac,  there  is  no  excuse.  Tele- vision footage  cff  the  murder  is 
said  to  exist  Other  pictures 
broadcast  on  Sunday  showed similar  scenes  In  which  young 

men  with  staves  primitively 

and  viciously  beat  other 

young  men  lying  curled  on  the ground.  One  felt  certain  that 
bad  toe  assailants  possessed 
Rwandan  machetes,  they 

would  have  used  them.  There 

is  just  one  way  for  Turkish 

Cyprus' to  do  penance:  by  sen- tencing those  who  committed toe  murder  to  long  prison 

terms.  I   have  not  toe  slightest 
expectation  this  will  happen. 

Nor  do  I   believe  that  those 
to  blame  on  the  Greek  side,  for 

breaking  into  a   buffer  zone 

patrolled  by  UN  peacekeepers 
at  the  invitation  of  the  Greek- 
Cypriot  government,  will  ever 

he  brought  to  book  In  any 

serious  way. 

But  let’s  look  a   little  more 

closely  at  who  is  “to  blame" 
here.  What  about  for  a   start 

those  many  teachers  on  both 
sides  u   ho  stuff  distortion  into 

young  minds?  Clerics  who  in- 
culcate hatred.  Barents  and 

grandparents  who  serve  rage 
at  the  dinner-table.  All  this happens,  day  in.  day  out 

Ah,  and  then  there  are  the 
media.  Greek-Cypriot  televi- 

sion. for  instance,  the  self- same organisation  that  will  be 

filming  and  Joining  in  the  loud 
laments  at  Tassos  Isaac's  fti- neral  today,  spent  Sunday 
march-day  running  live 

scenes  from  the  buffer-zone 

demonstrations.  Between- times.  it  filled  any  gaps  with 
helpful  old  footage  of  previous 
violent  demonstrations,  the 

197-1  invasion  of  northern  Cy- 
prus by  the  Turkish  army, 

and  even  Cypriot  attacks  on 

the  British  In  pre-1960  colonial 
days.  Not  only  was  Greek  Cy- prus riveted  and  whipped  up, 

but  the  live  reports  enabled 

organisers  using  mobile 

phones  to  deploy  more  demon- strators to  trouble  spots. 

I   remember  a   conversation 
with  an  educated  and  infuri- 

ated woman  on  ber  expen- 
sively dressed  way  into  an 

evening  banquet  at  the  Nico- sia Hilton.  This  was  after  one 

of  the  Greek-Cypriot  women's 
"peace  marches”  on  the  buffer 

zone  —   marches  whose  orga- 

nisers well  knew  held  the  po- 
tential for  death,  just  as  the 

organisers  of  this  week's  pro- tests knew.  Her  13-year-old 
daughter,  she  raged,  had  been 
struck  by  Turkish  soldiers  at 
one  of  the  flashpoints. 

I   was  at  that  particular  vil- 
lage. and  I   too  bad  a   young 

daughter.  It  was,  as  1   knew  it 
would  be.  a   volatile  scene.  To 
have  taken  a   child  there 
would  have  been  an  act  of 

lunacy'.  What  can  the  state  of 
mind  of  such  a   mother  be? 

THIS  is  not,  emphatically, 

to  let  leaders  of  the 

Turkish-Cypriot  minor- 
ity off  the  hook  over  the  latest 

outrage.  They  occupy  a   moral 
low  ground  only  marginally 
above  that  of  those  Greeks 
who  acted  first  in  promoting 

the  weekend’s  protests.  Once 
it  became  clear  some  days  be- 

forehand that  the  biker  dem- onstrations were  taking 

shape,  the  Turkish  side  issued inflammatory  warnings  — -   al- 

ways a   touchpaper  for  trouble, 

amounting  in  the  local  context to  a   dare.  Then  they  mustered 

their  own  counter-demonstra- 

tors, some  of  whom  went  on  to 
beat  a   man  to  death. 

Yet  if  anyone  can  afford  to 
be  mature  about  toe  division 

of  Cyprus,  it  is  toe  men  in  toe north-  Protected  by  more  than 
30,000  mainland  Turkish 

troqps,  they  can  rest  assured that  no  amount  cf  Greek 

marches  will  topple  their  little 
self-styled  republic.  But,  as 
with  the  Greek  hardliners,  it 

suits  their  purposes  to  fan  the 
fire.  Both  sides  of  Cyprus  con- 

spired at  Tassos  Isaac’s  death. Hell  will  freeze  over  before 
either  side  admits  its  guilt 
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10  OBITUARIES 

Tadeus  Reichstein The  Guardian  Tuesday  Aug
ust  13 1996 
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Nobel  wizard  of 
new  medicine 

PROFESSOR  Tadeus 
Reich

stein
.  

who 

has  died  aged  99. 
was  a   pionee

ring 

organ
ic  

chemi
st 

and  1950  Nobe
l  prize-

winner
 

whose 
 method

  of  synthe
sising

 

vitami
n  C   is  still  in  wide 

 use 

but  who  is  best  know
n  as  the 

“father
"  

of  the  anti-i
nflamm

a- 

tory stero
ids. 

In  the  thirties.  Reichstein 

extracted  the  hormone  com- 
plex produced  by  the  adrenal 

cortex  (the  supra-adrenal 

glands)  and.  through  the  syn- 
thesis of  a   cortisone- like  com- 

pound. provided  the  first 

treatment  for  Addison's  dis- ease. Although  Reichstein 
published  his  preliminary 

findings  in  1935.  the  complex- 
ities of  the  research  were 

such  that  the  work  was  not 
completed  until  1956. 

In  1935,  Reichstein  believed 
that  the  gramme  or  so  of 
highly  active  compound, 
which  he  had  painstakingly 
extracted  from  about  a   ton  of 
cattle  adrenal  glands,  was  a 
single  hormone  which  he 
called  cortisol.  Very  quickly, 
however,  his  research 
revealed  that  the  extract  was 
a   complex  containing  the 

many  related  but  subtly  dif- 
ferent hormones  now  known 

broadly  as  the  corticoste- 
roids. Over  a   period  of  20 

years,  he  and  workers  in 
America  identified  the  biolog- 

ical activity  of  more  than  40 

E   T   Mensah 

different  substances  produced 
by  the  mammaiin^  adrenal 
cortex,  many  of  which  have 
vital  roles. 
Some  were  shown  to  pos- 

sess aptj.inflflmrniiift]y  prop- 
erties while  others  were 

found  to  have  specific  activi- 
ties in  biological  functions 

ranging  from  mpaiatirip  (he immune  response,  the  control 
of  development  erf  nerves  In 
heart  muscle  and  the  determi- 

nation of  sex.  to  the  rate  of 
metabolism  of  sugars.  Of 
these  vital  steroids  about  30 
were  isolated,  structurally  de- 

termined and  synthesised  by 
Tadeus  Reichstein  and  his 
group  at  Basle  University. 
For  this  work,  which 

helped  to  create  the  modern 
bridge  between  organic  chem- 

istry and  medicine,  but  par- 
ticularly for  the  isolation  of 

cortisone,  Reichstein  and  the 

American  clinical  pharma  ml- 
ogists  Hench  and  Kendall 
were  awarded  the  1950  Nobel 
Prize  for  Physiology  or  Medi- 

cine. By  this  time  it  had  been 
shown  that  in  addition  to  cor- 

tisone (corticosterone!,  there 
were  at  least  two  other  highly 
active  and  useful  hormones, 
hydrocortisone  and  the  less 
publicised  aldosterone  — 
which  controls  the  salt-water 
balance  of  the  body. 
While  Reichstein  isolated 

and  explained  the  structure  of 
aldosterone  in  the  mid-fifties, 
the  first  partial  synthesis  of 

A   high  time 
for  high  life 
in  Ghana 

ET  MENSAH.  who  has 
died  aged  77.  was  the 
Ghanaian

  
king  of 

highlife.  Africa’s  first popular  music  form.  His 
career  stretched  from  the 

thirties  to  the  eighties  and 
his  influence  reached  all  cor- 

ners of  Africa. 

Highlife  evolved  in  Anglo- 
phone West  Africa  during  the 

1920s,  when  dance  bands 
began  to  fuse  indigenous 
rhythms  and  techniques  with 
calypso,  jazz  and  Latin 
music.  As  the  name  implies, 

it  was  enjoyed  by  the  expand- 
ing African  middle  classes, 

who  paid  high  prices  and  fol- 
lowed a   strict  dress  code  in 

the  dance  clubs. 
Born  in  Accra.  Emmanuel 

Tettey  Mensah's  talents  were nurtured  at  school  by 
■'Teacher"  Joe  Lamptey.  who 
turned  a   schoolboy  band  into 
the  Accra  Orchestra  in  the 
early  thirties.  Mensah.  who 

was  always  known  as  "ET". joined  as  a   piccolo  player, 
progressed  to  saxophone, 
also  learned  the  organ,  and 
later  took  up  the  trumpet 
After  leaving  school,  he 

teamed  up  with  his  brother, 
Yebuah.  and  the  drummer 
Guy  Warren  (Kofi  Ghanaba) 
in  the  Accra  Rhythmic  Orch- 

estra. “We  urgently  wanted 
an  indigenous  rhythm  to 
replace  the  fading  foreign 

music  or  waltz,  rumba,  etc," 
recalled  Mensah.  “We 
evolved  a   music  relying  on 
basic  African  rhythms,  a 
crisscross  African  cultural 
sound,  so  to  speak.  No  one 
can  really  lay  claim  to  its  cre- 

ation. It  had  always  been 
there,  entrenched  In  West 
.African  culture.  What  I   did 
was  give  highlife  world 

acceptance." 
Music  was  a   precarious  oc- 

cupation. so  ET,  who  had 
studied  pharmacy  often  fell 
back  on  work  as  a   pharma- 

cist. He  qualified  in  1943  and 

Jackdaw 

Hidden  shot 

DEAR  Gun  Tests:  Your 
articles  in  the  January  1996 
issue  were  most  timely.  The 
market  for  compact,  conceal- 
able  firearms  of  a   serious 
calibre  will  continue  to  grow 
due  to  the  impact  of  the  fed- 

eral magazine  restrictions 
and  the  trend  towards  more 
liberalized  concealed  weapon 
permit  laws.  As  one  wrest- 

ling with  the  dilemma  of 
choosing  between  the  reli- 

ability and  proven  stopping 
power  of  the  .357 Magnum, 
and  the  greater  fire  power  of 
the  compact  .40  Smith  and 
Wesson  (particuarly  the 
Glock  27).  it  would  nave  been 

helpful  to  see  a   side-by-side 

was  sent  to  northern  Ghana, 
returning  to  Accra  in  1947  to 
form  the  original  Tempos 
band  with  Joe  Kelly  and  Guy 
Warren. 

In  1948,  Mensah  formed  his 
own  band  —   stm  called  the 

Tempos  —   with  a   new  line-up 
and  revitalised,  more  modern 
instrumentation,  such  as 
amplified  guitars.  He  used  a 
variety  of  local  rhythms, 
while  his  lyrics  —   ranging 
from  romance  to  ironic  social 

commentary  —   were  in  the 
main  Ghanaian  languages,  as 
well  as  English. 

His  relaxed  style  immedi- 
ately became  popular  and 

when  he  recorded  his  first 
78rpm  discs  for  Decca,  he  was 

proclaimed  the  king  of  high- 
life. In  1953,  the  Tempos  were 

Ghana's  only  ftilly  profes- 
sional band,  a   status  they 

maintained  with  frequent, 
lucrative  Nigerian  tours. 
That  year.  Mensah  also 

made  hjs  first  solo  trip  to 
London,  where  he  performed 
with  many  jazz  regulars  in 
Soho's  African  clubs. 

In  1956.  he  was  invited  to 
meet  Louis  Armstrong  — 
then  on  an  Africa  tour  —   and 
played  with  him  in  front  of  J 
enormous  crowds.  With 

Ghana's  independence  the 
following  year,  Mensah 
briefly  had  his  own  club,  the 

Paramount,  and  the  Tempos’ West  African  tour  —   which 
included  playing  for  several 
heads  or  state  —   was  offi- 

cially backed  by  Kwame 

Nkrumah's  government. 
Mensah's  early  popularity 
was  uncontested  —   there 
were  few  other  local  highlife 
and  his  records  were  well 
known.  In  Nigeria,  he  played 
at  the  club  of  Bobby  Benson, 
who  had  formed  the  first  Ni- 

gerian highlife  band. 
By  the  sixties,  ET  was  prac- 

tising pharmacy  again,  con- 
tent to  be  a   semi-professional 

musician,  saying  that  he  had 

comparison:  the  Glock  27 
compared  with  the  S&W  4013 

and  the  S&W  640-1. 
Keep  up  the  good  work. 
Lance  A.  Ito.  Los  Angeles.  The 

Judge  goes  shopping.  The  let- ter to  the  editor  by  Judge  Lance 
A   Jto  appeared  in  the  April 

issue  cf  Gun  Tests:  The  Con- sumer Resource  For  The 
Serious  Shooter,  a   newsletter 
published  in  Deltona ,   Florida, 

Reprinted  in  Harper's. 

Earth  bound 
CROP  circles  are  not  caused 
by  little  green  men  in  flying 
saucers,  say  Hampshire 
farmers.  So  convinced  is  the 
county  NFU  that  vandals  are 

responsible  for  the  mysteri- 
ous shapes  that  it  is  offering  a 

£1,000  reward  for  Information 
which  will  lead  to  the  capture 
of  those  doing  the  damage. 
"We  tend  more  towards  the 
view  that  that  they  are  man- 

made," says  William  White, 
local  NFU  spokesman.  "As for  as  we  know  we  are  the 
only  county  in  the  country 
doing  this  sort  Of  thing  and  it 
might  lead  to  the  firs.t  suc- 

cessful prosecution  against  a 

crop-cirde  vandaL" 

cortisone  was  carried  out  In 
America  by  H   L   Sarett,  based 

on  Relchstein's  work.  Ail 
three  steroids  quickly  occu- 

pied major  niches  in 
pharmacology. 

Reichstein  and  his  collabo- 
rators were  among  the  first  to 

investigate  the  biochemical merhanisms  which  control 

the  production  and  release  of 
particular  hormones  by  the 
adrenal  cortex.  It  was  quickly 

realised  that  the  use  of  anti- 
inflammatory steroids  as 

drugs  resulted  in  a   shut-down 
of  the  adrenal  cortex  and  the 
disruption  of  the  immune 

system. Clinical  investigation 
showed  that  once  drug-in- 

duced feed-back  mechanisms 
have  brought  about  a   reduc- tion or  cessation  of  cortex 
function,  recovery  can  take 

place  only  slowly  and.  in  ex- 
treme cases,  may  not  occur  at 

all  Hence  the  therapeutic 
need  for  carefully  tapered 

withdrawal  of  the  anti-inflam- 
matory steroids,  over  months 

or  more,  if  these  have  been 
used  at  high  dose  levels,  and 
the  need  to  recognise  that 

these  drugs  involve  long-last- 
ing inherent  risks. Before  starting  his  work  on 

the  adrenal  cortex.  Reichstein 
focussed  on  the  structure  and 
properties  of  plant  glycosides, 
such  as  digitalis,  and  on  the 
aromatic  compounds  of  coffee 

and  chicory.  These  have  de- 

rivatives (furans  and  pyrols) 
which,  in  the  twenties,  were 

widely  believed  to  be  crucial 
intermediaries  in  the  synthe- 

sis of  vitamin  C   In  plants. 
Reichstein  Investigated  this 
belief  found  It  to  be  false  but 
went  on  to  develop  a   highly 

efficient  route  for  the  synthe- 
sis of  vitamin  C   which 

remains  In  commercial  use. 
Reichstein  was  born  in 

Poland  after  the  worst  of  the 
19th  century  pogroms  in  Rus- 

sia. but  his  family  were  over- 
taken by  the  wave  of  antise- mitism which  swept  across 

eastern  Europe  at  the  turn  of 
the  century.  In  1905  he  fled 
with  his  family  to  Jena  and, 

three  years  later,  moved  with them  to  the  security  of 

Zurich.  He  became  a   natural- ised Swiss  citizen  in  1914. 

A   young  man  of  obvious 
brilliance  he  graduated  In 

chemistry  at  Zurich  Techni- 
cal University  in  1920,  gain- 
ing his  doctorate  two  years 

later. After  a   brief  spell  in  indus- 
try he  returned  to  Zurich  as  a 

lecturer  in  the  new  research 

speciality  of  physiological 
chemistry.  By  1934,  with  his 

ability  recognised  well  be- 
yond the  boundaries  of  Swit- 

zerland, he  was  offered  a   titu- 
lar professorship  at  Basle 

University.  There,  as  a   wiz- 
ard erf  organic  chemistry,  he 

rapidly  became  Professor  of 
Pharmaceutical  Chemistry 

Tadeus  Reichstein   honoured  throughout  the  world 

and  Director  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Institute. 

In  the  fifties,  substantially 

in  his  honour,  Basle  Universi- 

ty opened  its  now  famous  In- stitute for  Organic  Chemis- 
try, of  which  Reichstein  was 

director  until  he  retired  in 
1967.  He  continued  to  work  at 

the  Institute  and  to  head  post- 
graduate research  groups, 

remaining  a   formal  research 
botanist  there  until  he  died. 

Reichstein  possessed  a   huge 

grasp  of  the  chemistry  of  nat- 
ural systems  and  extraordi- 
nary powers  of  analysis  and 

synthesis.  His  work  initiated 
and  stands  astride  many  im- 

Mensah  (right)  in  1937  with  J   A   Mallet  in  the  Accra  Rhythmic  Orchestra 
RETBOAFRIC 

never  expected  to  earn  a   liv- 
ing from  music.  In  1969,  how- 

ever, aged  50,  he  took  a   new 
Tempos  line-up  to  Europe  for 
a   three-month  tour. 
During  the  seventies  and 

eighties,  brassy,  dance-band 
highlife  was  overtaken  by 
guitar  highlife,  funk  and 
other  forms.  Yet  having  been 
the  musical  accompaniment 
to  the  independence  era, 
highlife  always  had  a   place  in 
the  hearts  of  West  Africans. 

In  1986,  a   show  was  given 

in  Mensah's  honour  in  Nige- 

Farmers  who  are  definitely  not 
taking  part  in  the  current 
revival  of speculation  of  life  on 
other  pianos.  Country  Life. 

Lazy  life 
LISA  CHIN  is  sitting  on  a 
stool  at  the  Starbucks  on 
Columbus  Avenue  and  West 
67th  street.  Ms  Chin  plays  the 

upright  bass  and  she  baby- 
sits. "I  feel  like  I'm  loafing," 

SheadmitS.,lEveryihinffhaBfl price  to  it,  and  what  I   do 
doesn1 1   get  me  any  money .   My 
husband  is  also  a   professional 

loafer.  Hedoes  or  doesn’t work  on  a   consulting  basis. 

We're  sort  of  Bohemian  by vocation.  We  try  to  be  happy 
instead  of  wealthy .   I   feel  loaf- 

ing is  a   very  important  part  of 
our  culture".  Seated  nearby  Is 
Keith  Kloor,  33,  who  says  he’s ina  “transitional  phase".  As he  wastes  hk  time  sitting  in  a 
cafe,  he's  contemplating  the 
biggest  time-waster  of  an, 

graduate  school.  Seems  he's also  'looking  to  land  posi- 
tions". He  looks  up  from  an 

article  on  eco-psychology. 
"It's  in  its  infant  stages,"  Mr 
Kloor  says  ina  confidential 
tone  of  voice.  “The  philosophy 

ria.  and  later  that  year  some 
of  his  earliest  recordings 
were  re-released  by  the  Brit- 

ish label  Retroafric.  Despite 
failing  health,  which  meant 
he  could  barely  walk.  ET 

took  the  stage  again  at  the  Af- 
rica Centre,  London, 

following  up  with  a   short Dutch  tour. 

His  music's  revival  in  tele- 
vision advertising,  documen- 
taries and  CD-Rom  encyclo- 

pedias provided  Mensah, 
who  was  virtually  house- 

bound, with  a   welcome  in- 

behind  it  Is  intriguing,  but  I 
don’t  see  how  you  can  make  a 

living  out  of  it”  Guess  what 

Keith,  you  can’t  “Some- times, "be  says,  “I  wonder about  what  all  the  people  are 
doing  here.  Do  they  have 
jobs?"  And  you  Mr  Kloor?  He 
answers  with  the  perfect  logic 

of  a   lunatic:  “I  came  because  it 

was  raining  out"  The  self- described  ‘   ‘oldest  living  gradu- 

ate student".  36- year-old  David 
Varquez,  is  paring  over  a   guide 
of  Ecuador.  He  looks  smug. 

“My  friend,”  be  begins  not 

making  eye  contact  “I  have  all 
I   can  do  to  wake  up  in  the  morn- 

ing, rm  off  this  summer.  Loaf- 
ing? My  whole  life  has  been  a 

loat”  When  asked  how  he's  fi- 
nancing his  pursmts,  Mr  Var- 

quez snaps:  "I  don't  care  to elaborate  how  rm  supporting 

myself  The  usual  ways." 
Marianne  Vitale  is  hanging 

out  in  the  lob  by  erf  the  Film 
Forum  on  West  Houston  Street 
at  two  in  the  afternoon  on  a 

Friday.  When  she’s  not  hang- 
ingout  at  the  Film  Forum, 
she’s  selling  tickets  at  the  Film 

Forum.  Right  now,  she's  on  her 

way  to  the  post  office.  “My auntie  sent  her  leftover  cur- 

rency from  Europe,”  she  says, 

come  In  his  twilight  years. 
His  contribution  to  Ghanaian 
and  African  heritage  was 
never  forgotten.  In  1989,  he 
was  formally  honoured  by 
the  Ghanaian  government  for 
his  contribution  to  the  coun- 

try's culture-  He  leaves  a 
wife.  Beatrice,  and  14 
children. 

Graeme  Evens 

Emmanuel  Tettey  Mensah,  mu- 
sician, bom  May  31,  1919;  died 

July  19,  1996 

“and  that's  where  rm  going  in 
two  weeks.’’  No!  I'm  afraid  to 
ask  one  of  my  stock  questions, 
but  duty  calls:  What  are  you 

doing  at  this  exact  moment?  "I was  heading  to  the  bathroom 
because  I   just  bought  these  OB 

tampons."  she  explains  help- 
fully. *Tve  never  used  OB  be- 

fore, but  I   was  thmlriwg  ‘travel’ and  at  the  drugstore  I   realized 
that  OB  boxes  are  much 
smaller,  so  I   better  start  get- 

ting used  to  them  now.  On  the 
road  I   don't  want  the  Tampax 
box  with  me,  because  I   could 
bring  an  extra  shirt,  ifl  go 
with  OB  I   don’t  have  a   problem 
with  the  applicator  thing.  You 
only  need  to  use  your  finger 

with  OB  to  put  it  in  place.” 
George  Curley  asks  "   Why 
aren’t  you  at  work?”  to  the  loaf- ers caught  loafing  in  New  York 
this  summer.  New  York  Ob- 

server. 

Painful  laugh 

IMAGINE  your  life's  so  per- fect that  you  can  do  anything 
you  want  You  hare  a   lovely 

partner  and  two  children,  and 
youte  wealthy  and  famous 
enough  to  Indulge  every 
whim  of  your  creativity. 

portant  developments  of  our 
century.  Yet  he  was  also  a gifted  teacher,  a   linguist,  a 

man  with  a   profound  respect 
for  natural  systems  who  also 
possessed  an  innate  passion 
not  only  for  music,  but  for  all 
heights  of  human  cultural 
achievement  Apart  from  his 
Nobel  Prize,  he  was  honoured 

throughout  the  world,  receiv- 

ing the  Royal  Society's  cov- eted Coplay  Medal  in  1968. 

Anthony  Tucker 

Professor  Tadeus  Reichstein. 
pharmacologist,  bom  July  20, 

1897;  died  August  1, 1996. 

Ruth  Holland 

Gifted 
editor 

RUTH  Holland  who.  at  the 
age  of  54,  was  killed  in 
the  train  crash  near 

Watford  Junction  last  week, 

spent  most  of  her  working  life 
as  an  editor  on  the  British 
Medical  Journal. 

Her  great  ambition,  how- ever, had  been  to  be  a   play- 
wright This  led  her  from  an 

English  degree  at  University 
College.  London,  through  a   job 

stacking  shelves  in  a   super- 
market, to  the  secretaryship  of 

Hampstead  Theatre  Club, 

where  met  her  future  hus- 
band, Derek,  in  1967.  After 

their  marriage  in  1970,  while 

following  Derek  around  Eng- land with  his  work  as  a   stage 

director,  she  wrote  several 
plays  which  were  successfully 
staged  on  the  repertory 
circuit 

After  the  birth  erf  their  son, 

Harry,  when  Ruth  was  40, 
their  lives  changed.  Derek 

gave  up  work  and  Ruth,  per- 
haps realising  that  writing 

plays  was  not  going  to  bring 
the  success  she  hoped  fix-,  put 
her  energies  into  her  career  as 
an  editor.  She  had  joined  the 
BMJ  as  a   secretary  in  1976  but 

later  became  books  and  media 
editor  and  set  up  the  journal’s weekly  opinion  columns.  She 
quickly  developed  an  enviable 
rapport  with  her  writers.  As one  of  them.  Professor  Jim 

Drtfe,  said,  “If  Ruth  Eked  it,  it 
didn't  matter  what  anyone  else 
thought”  Her  own  reviews 
were  among  those  readers 
remember  best,  rrflecting  her 
wide  reading,  impressive 
memory  and  sharp  wit 

The  editor,  Richard  Smith’s widely  quoted  and  fully  justi- 

fied description  of  her  as  “the most  talented  writer  we  have 

had  on  the  BMJ”  would  have 
been  met  with  a   surprised, 
self-deprecatory  laugh  and  a 
gentle  change  erf  subject  She 

avoided  office  meetings  wher- 
ever possible,  preferring  to 

discuss  thmgs  one  to  one  or  in 
mildly  suhersive  groups  in  the 
kitchen. 

Fiona  Gmflee 

Ruth  Holland,  Journalist  bom 

May  8, 194%  died  Auguste,  1996. 

What  could  possibly  go 

wrong?  Well,  some  psycholo- 

gists say  that  humans  aren't built  to  withstand  vast  . 
stretches  of  unadulterated 

happiness;  ex-Emythmics star  Dave  Stewart  may  be  a 
case  in  point.  Dave  recently  , 

confessed  that  his  life's  so 
fantastic  that  he's  developed 

“paradise  syndrome",  a   con- dition which  has  him  invent- 
ing fictitious  complaints— in 

Bangkok  he  ordered  himself  a 

Thomas  Mitchell 

Skin  Two . .   .slave  trade 

Concrete 

achievements 

_IOMAS  "Tom"  Mitch- ell who  has  died  aged 

90,  was  an  architect-en- 
gineer who,  in  the  fif- 

ties and  sixties,  was  respon- 

sible Hoc  some  of  the  earliest 

precast,  reinforced-concrete frame  buildings  In  Britain. 

Among  his  achievements were  the  Waring  and  Gillows 

depository  in  west  London, 
the  first  multi-storey  precast 

frame  in  Britain,  erected  in  a 
mere  14  weeks  to  the  amaze- ment of  visiting  Russians, 

and  tiie  department  of  engi- 
neering at  file  RAF  College. 

Cranwell,  which  was  then  the 

largest  concrete  frame  in  exis- 
tence in  the  country. 

While  giving  Mitchell,  ami 
the  firm  which  bears  his 
name  a   place  in  the  post-war 

history  of  British  architec- ture. these  are  scarcely 

recommendations  for  contem- 
porary public  opinion,  which abhors  the  systems  building 

used  for  factories,  hospitals, 
housing  and  schools.  But,  if 
ever  there  was  an  example  of 

why  it  is  intellectually  disrep- 

utable to  project  contempo- rary social  malaise  on  to  the 

work  of  pioneers,  Tom  Mitch- ell was  its  personification. 

Very  Scottish,  very  me- thodical, he  was  a   born 
researcher,  who,  to  the  end  of 
his  life,  kept  a   notebook  in 
which  he  filed  ideas  and  ob- servations. He  had  realised 

early  on  that  he  was  in  a   pro- 
fession on  the  verge  of  a   para- 

digm shift,  in  which  new  tech- niques would  have  huge 
implications  for  society. 

These  techniques  were  intel- lectually eventing  since  they 

would  revolutionise  the  build- 
ing industry. 

They  were  also,  of  course, 

the  product  of  their  time. 

They  grew  out  of  wartime  in- ventiveness with  mulberry 

harbours,  bridge  caissons  and 
advanced  airstrips,  in  which 
Mitchell  also  played  a   part. 

As  a   lieutenant-colonel  in  the 
Royal  Engineers,  he  was  in 
command  of  a   construction 

group  which,  within  four days  of  landing  in  Normandy, 

had  built  an  operational  air- field for  British  troops.  This 

was  widely  recognised  as  in- strumental in  depriving  the 
Nazis  of  air  supremacy  and  In 

saving  Allied  troops  from 
enemy  dive-bombing. 
When  1   was  brought  in  the 

sixties  into  the  informal  ex- 

fePdefffamRyfhat  he  andfris 
wifeAnnie  built  up  to  com- 

pensate for  their  own  lack  of 
children,  intellectual  in- 

terest lay  in  multi-disciplin- 
ary professional  approaches. 

Letter 

A   study  of  the  planning  prob- 

lems of  the  A2S  route  back  In 1963  was  a   case  study  of  why 

it  was  important  to  integrate 

road  planning  with  other  as- pects of  urban  social  plan- 

ning. Mid-sixties'  work  on  a 
national  building  found  him 

deeply  concerned  with  the 

role  of  local  government  and health  authorities. 

The  seeds  erf  Mitchell’s  vi- 
sion for  an  era  of  Industrial- ised building,  and  a   simulta- neously changing  society, 

were  sown  In  the  twenties.  As 

a   student  at  foe  Glasgow 

School  erf  Architecture  from 

1926-29,  he  had  swept  up  sev- 
eral Beaux  Arts  prizes:  for 

pencil  sketches  erf  medieval 

and  early  Renaissance  build- ings throughout  Europe,  and 
for  essays  on  such  subjects  as 

Mitchell . . .   vision  for  an  era 

the  influence  of  France  on  foe 
architecture  erf  16th-century 
Scotland.  At  the  same  time, 
he  was  competing  in  designs 

for  petrol  pumps  and  qualify- 
ing as  a   structural  engineer, hi  the  thirties,  he  worked  on 

school  and  airport  construc- 
tion and  design,  and  cam- 

paigned as  a   young  Turk within  the  RIBA. 

Many  of  his  friends  remem- ber him,  and  Annie,  for 

gentler  achievements  like 

garden  design  But  the  intel- lectual rigour  was  the  same. 

A   son  of  ours  on  a   school  ex- change which,  by  chance, 

placed  him  with  the  owners  of 
a   famous  Florentine  villa, 

found  himself  being  ques- 

tioned closely  on  the  eighties' 
disposition  of  lawns  and  foun- tains. TOm  had  been  there 

sketching  in  1928.  Out  came 
the  notebook  to  prove  it. 

Anna  Corbett 

Thomas  Mitchell,  architect-engi- 
neer, bom  May  13,  1906;  died 

July  8, 1996. 

Brendan  O'Brien  writes: David  Davies  in  his  obituary 
of  Peter  Dobereiner  (August 

3)  writes  sympathetically  that 

Dobereiner  “unwittingly  fo- mented a   furore”  in  1988,  by 

Including  what  is  usually 
known  as  an  Irish  joke  in  a 
piece  he  wrote  for  Golf  Digest 
Since  all  jokes  of  this  kind  are 
extended  paraphrases  of  the 
statement  “Irish  people  are 

thick”,  surely  it  shouldn't  be 
surprising  that  many  of  us 
find  them  tiresome  at  best 
and  racist  at  worst  Certainly, 

we  should  be  prepared  to 
laugh  at  ourselves,  but  this  is 

an  entirely  different  thing from  laughing  at  the  obtuse- 

ness  of  some  fictional  stereo- 
typical dimwit  If  offence  is 

given  unwittingly,  it  is  also 
given  wities8ly. 

Birthdays 

Sheila  Armstrong,  soprano, 

54;  ProfHIlde  Behrend,  econ- 
omist 79;  Dr  Fidel  Castro, 

president  of  Cuba,  70;  Domen- ico Dolce,  fashion  designer, 

38r  Roy  Evans,  general  secre- tary, Iron  and  Steel  Trades Confederation.  65;  Kathy 

Gale,  publisher,  the  Women's Press.  36;  Marie  Helvln,  mod- 
el. writer,  dep  chair  Aids  Cri- 
sis 'Trust  44;  Ben  "   Hogan, 

golfer,  84;  Rod  HuIL  enler- tainer,  61;  Robin  Jackman, 
cricket  commentator,  51; 
Madhnr  Jeffrey,  actress  and 
cookery  writer,  63;  Susan 
Jameson,  actress,  53;  Tony 
J&rrett,  athlete,  28;  Sir 
Thomas  Legg,  QC,  perma- 

nent secretary.  Lord  Chancel- 
lor's department  61;  Bernard 

Manning;  comedian,  65;  Sir 

needless  appendectomy  as  if 
to  atone  for  too  much  going 
his  way. 

Not  much  sympathy  forth- 

coming  for  Dave.  I   fear. Healthy  Living.  Thanks  to Diana  Capey. 

Hurting  hols 
FANCY  a   couple  of  days  away 

from  the  hustle  and  bustle  of 
the  city?  Then  the  Country 
House  could  be  just  the  ticket 

—if  you're  up  for  some  B&D 
with  your  B&B.  Established 

by  lifestyle  dominants  Mad- am Sang  and  Master  R   in  up- 
state New  York,  the 

Country  House  offers  SM-ers 
the  chance  to  stay  at  an  iso- 

lated location  combining 
beautiful  countryside,  pleas- 

ant accommodation  and  a 

fully  equipped  dungeon  41a Westward  bound.  Couples  are 

especially  welcome  at  the 
Country  House,  and  the  dun- 

geon is  available  forprivate scenes.  But  Sang  and  R   enjoy 

participation,  so  their  own 
unique  domination  style  Is  al- 

ways at  visitors’  disposal Domination  at  foe  level  Sang 

and  R   practice  it  Is  a   real commitment.  If  you  opt  to 

John  Milne,  chairman.  McAl- 
pines  Construction,  72;  Mark 

Pyper,  headmaster.  Gordon- stoun  School,  49;  Lord  Sains- 

bury,  joint-president,  J   Sains- 
bury  pic,  94;  Dr  Frederick Sanger  OM,  CH,  biochemist, 
78;  Alan  Shearer,  footballer, 
26;  George  Shearing,  pianist, 

76;  Timothy  Wood  MP.  assis- tant government  whip,  56. 

Death  Notices 

’j^P*-.***  B0.  on  Die  3th 

BdgMd  husband  of  me  Im 
mn-  A   rmgti  loved  and  caring  tumor 

yeat  grandtahar  and  friend. 

CrSSi  st 

SSTiEttr*'  *• 1501  « 

have  them  in  your  dungeon 
fantasies,  be  prepared  to  be exposed  to  intellectual  as 

well  as  physical  demands.  If you  re  primarily  a   physical sensation  seeker,  and  not 
likely  to  get  off  on  constant recitation  of  mantras  about 
•the  purpose  of  the  slave”, this  might  not  be  your  ideal scene.  If,  however,  you  could 
roally  go  for  being  met  off your  two-hour  train  ride  up the  Hudson  by  two  complete strangers  in  full  perv  gear, 

and  being  taken  blindfolded 
m   foe  back  of  foe  car  to  an 

u™Pwn  dungeon  in  the of  nowhere,  this  is 

definitely  your  holiday.  Din- ner  here  comes  with  a   twist 

^   expected  to  eat  on 

“Cfldor,  face  down,  hog-tied m   50  feet  of  rope  by  oriental bondage  expert  Sang! 

to  make  you  scream with  delight  in  Skin  Two. 
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FmawceGuardian 
Manufacturing 
prices  give  Clarke 
rate  cut  scope 
Friction  with  Bank  bESkSSs 

_   B   said  the  latest  figures  coul 

predicted  by  City  SSSSs 
Sarah  Ryle 

OPES  that  the  Chan- 
cellor. Kenneth 

Clarke,  will  cut  in- 
terest rates  despite 

opposition  from  the  Bank  of 
England  were  given  a   fresh 
boost  last  night  as  factory 
gate  price  inflation  fell  to  its 
lowest  rate  for  almost  30 

years.  • Than  is  now  heightened 
speculation  in  the  City  that 
the  next  meeting  between  Mr 
Clarke  and  Eddie  George,  the 

Bazik’s  Governor,  will  be  a 
heated  one,  as  it  emerged  that 

input  prices  paid  by  manufac- 
turer?; also  fell,  suggesting  a 

lack  of  inflationary  pressure 
in  the  pipeline. 
The  core  measure  of  pro- 

ducer output  prices  fell  by 
0.1  per  cent  last  month,  taking 
the  annual  rate  of  increase  to 

1.5  per  cent,  the  lowest  rate  of 
growth  since  1967. 

Headline  output  inflation, 
which  includes  food  and  pe- 

troleum prices,  was  negative 
in  July,  for  the  third  month  in 
a   row,  which  brought  the 
annual  growth  rate  down  to 
2.2  per  cent  from  2.5  per  cent 
in  June,  according  to  the : 
Office  for  National  Statistics. 

The  Treasury  welcomed  the 

■•exceedingly  good  figures'* 

and  pointed  to  July's  6.7  per 
cent  fell  in  input  prices  paid 
by  manufacturers  for  raw  ma- 

terials as  a   sign  that  inflation- 
ary pressure  will  remain benign. 

Input  prices  are  seen  by  the 
authorities  as  a   guide  to 
fliture  output  inflation,  which 
would  be  expected  to  keep 
high  street  price  rises  down. 

There  is  separate  evidence 
today  from  the  British  Retail 
Consortium  that  consumer 

Spending  was  restrained  in 
July.  The  BRC  suggests  that 
the  Chancellor  has  room  for 
manoeuvre  on  interest  rates 

after  its  monthly  sales  moni- 
tor showed  the  strong  growth 

of  May  and  June  in  the  like- 
for-like  value  of  sales  slowed 
in  July  to  5.4  per  cent 
The  BRC*s  chief  economic 

,   adviser.  Andrew  Sentence, 
said  this  more  moderate  ac- 

tivity in  the  ‘retail  sector 
should  allay  fears  that  con- 

sumer spending  could  be  ris- 
ing too  quickly. 

He  said;  “Calls  for  higher 
interest  rates  to  head  off  infla- 

tionary pressures  are  prema- 

ture, to  say  the  least” Although  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land last  week  warned 

against  a   further  reduction  in 
the  base  rate,  currently 
5.75  per  cent  suggesting  that 
Mr  Clarke  would  have  to 

raise  rates  in  order  to  guaran- 
tee his  2.5  par  cent  underlying 

inflation  target  City  analysts 

wW  the  latest  figures  «»iM 
prove  too  tempting  for  him. 

"These  numbers  put  the  ad- 
vantage in  foe  policy  debate 

back  with  the  Chancellor 

after  the  Bank  of  England's 
bearishness  last  week,”  said 
David  Coleman,  an  economist 
at  CEBC.  “The  Bank  may  yet 
be  proved  right  on  a   two-year 
basis,  but  on  a   nearer-term 
view  of  inflation,  Mr  Clarke 

still  has  foe  edge.” Other  analysts  pointed  out 

however,  that  the  Bank's quarterly  inflation  report  had 
factored  in  a   temporary  eas- 

ing of  price  rises. David  Bloom,  of  HSBC 

James  Capet  said:  "The  Bank specifically  warned  against 
using  the  temporary  dip  In  in- 

flation as  a   rationale  for  a 
rate  cut  while  ignoring  the 

forward-looking  demand  indi- 
cators, which  are  pointing  to 

robust  growth  in  1997.” Julian  Jessop,  of  Nikko, 
said:  'This  is  old  news  as  far 
as  the  markets  are  concerned 
and  they  have  shrugged  off 

the  producer  prices  figures.'' But  he  added:  “There  is next  to  no  chance  of  a   rise  in 
rates  and  I   think  there  would 
be  no  harm  in  another  25 

basis  points  cut  The  Chancel- 
lor will  probably  want  to  see 

some  evidence  that  the  manu- 
facturing economy  is  weak  to 

justify  ft,  though.'* 
The  City  is  expected  to  wait 

until  Thursday,  when  the  offi- cial Retail  Prices  Index  for 

July  is  released,  before  alter- 
ing its  view  on  base  rates- 

Watchdog  seeks  curbs 

in  water  bosses’ pay 
Chris  Barrie 

THE  row  over  pay  and 
perks  in  the  water  in- 

dustry Intensified  yes- 
terday when  Ian  Byatt,  the 

sector’s  regulator,  railed  on 
City  investors  to  crack  down 
on  executive  pay  and  perks. 

As  the  Labour  Party  opened 

an  assault  on  the  industry's 
track  record  in  corporate  gov- 

ernance, Mr  Byatt  unexpect- 
edly stepped  up  the  pressure 

by  revealing  that  he  had 
asked  institutional  sharehold- 

ers to  curb  water  company  di- 

rectors1 pay  and  long-term 
benefit  packages. 
A   senior  official  from  Mr 

Byntt's  Office  of  Water  Ser- 
vices (Qfwat)  said  that  the  di- 

rector-general had  raised  the 
issue  of  executive  pay  with 
City  investors  in  a   series  of 
briefings  earlier  in  the  year. 

Although  he  had  no  means 
of  taking  action  over  the 
issue,  Mr  Byatt  was  keen  to 

see  investors  “grasp  the  net- 
tle'* by  forcing  senior  manag- 

Call  for  customer 
to  benefit  from 

deregulation  of 

cheque-clearing 

jillPapworth 

THE  National  Consumer 

I   Council  called  on  the 

Government  yesterday  to 

ensure  that  customers 

rather  than  banks  should 

benefit  from  plans  to  speed 

up  cheque-clearing. “We  are  «*ntng  for  cus- 

tomers' accounts  to  be  cred- 

ited as  soon  as  the  collect- 
ing bank  or  building 

society  receives  the  funds,” said  an  NCC  spokesman. 

Under  Its  deregulation 

initiative,  in  November  the 
Government  now  plans  to 

scrap  an  archaic  law  which 

requires  hanks  physically 

to  send  cheques  back  to  the 

paying  branch  before  pay- ment is  made. 
This  opens  the  way  for 

hanks  to  invest  In  elec- 
tronic procedures  to  cut  the 

time  taken  and  the  cost  of 

clearing  cheques. 

The  NCC  said:  "We  want 

a   guarantee  that  any  time 

saving  the  banks  make  as  
a 

result  of  this  change  in  leg-
 

islation will  be  passed  on  to 

the  customer.” Under  entreat  proposals
, 

banks  will  be  water  
no 

legal  obligation  to  do 
 tills 

and  the  fear  is  that 
 they 

will  sit  on  cleared  funds
, 

reaping  interest  on  th
em 

through  the  money
 

markets. 

erstofell  into  line  on  pay  and 

perks. The  regulator’s  unease comes  as  his  counterparts  in 
the  gas  and  electricity  indus- 

tries taka  centre-stage  this 
week  in  controversial  price- 
capping  excercises.  Professor 
Stephen  Littlechild  is  to  un- 

veil proposals  for  curbs  on 
the  National  Grid  today, 
while  Clare  Spottiswoode  is 
set  for  a   showdown  with  Brit- 

ish Gets  at  the  end  of  the  week 
over  controls  on  profits  at  its 
TransCo  pipeline  and  storage 
division. 

Mr  Byatt  is  understood  to 
believe  that  foe  controversy 
over  water  industry  pay  is 

undermining  public  confi- 
dence in  the  regulatory  sys- 

tem. An  offiral  said  executive 

pay  was  “an  issue  of  public 
concern”  and  large  share- 

holders were  "best  placed”  to deal  with  that  There  was  still 
a   low  level  of  customer  satis- 
fection  with  water  company 

performance,  despite  foe  feet 
that  it  was  improving. 

The  spokeswoman  said: 

“The  good  work  is  spoilt  by 
Issues  like  salaries,  perks  and 

the  fet  rat  issue.” ' 
Ofwat's  move  caxne  as 

Frank  Dobson,  Labour's  envi- ronment spokesman,  branded 
water  company  chiefs 
“shameless  in  their  greed”. 
Releasing  a   survey  detailing 

gams  worth  £20million  to water  bosses,  Mr  Dobson  said 

new  long-term  bonuses  had 
little  to  do  with  customer  sat- 

isfaction but  were  about  fi- 
nancial performance. 

Water  and  power  company 

United  Utilities  said  it  had  ex- 
plained its  remuneration  pol- 

icy to  investors.  A   spokesman gfltrf-  “The  political  and  media 

furore  has  contributed  to  the 

public  getting  the  wrong  im- 
pression of  foe  success  of  the 

industry.” 
•   Shares  in  regional  electric- 

ity companies  fell  yesterday 
as  bid  speculation  abated  on 

news  that  US  predator  Hous- 
ton Industries  was  to  acquire 

a   gas  utility,  Nor  Am  Energy 
Corporation  of  the  US,  for 

$3.8  billion. 

Rebel  Names’ 
case  delayed 
PauBna  Spring  ett 

Rkrkt.  Names  at  Lloyd’s 
of  London  were  yester- 

day forced  by  lack  of 
funds  to  postpone  a   legal  chal- 

lenge to  foe  insurance  mar- ket’s £&2  billion  rescue  plan. 

The  judicial  review  of  the 
plan,  due  to  have  started  yes- terday in  foe  High  Court,,  is 
now  scheduled  tomorrow. 

If  they  are  successful,  the 

dissident  Names  could  tor- 

pedo the  insurance  market’s 
survival  plans — a   risk  under- 

lined yesterday  by  Lord  Jus- 
tice Brooke,  who  warned  that 

it  could  have  the  effect  of  an 

“Exoeet  missile"  on  Lloyd’s. 
He  said  he  was  unclear  if 

the  Names  were  aware  of  foe 

explosive  nature  of  the  ruling 

they  were  seeking.  But  he 

ruled  that  they  were  entitled 

to  an  adjournment 

The  dissident  Names  are 

members  of  foe  1,253-strong 

Baying  Names  Action  Group 

(PNAG).  They  believe  f
oe 

settlement  offer  is  unfair  be- 
cause It  does  not  give  Names 

credit  for  losses  paid  to  date. 

TTMiHlSY  BATES  —   BANK  SELLS ^ 

The  settlement  offer  is  de- 
signed to  compensate  the 

Names  for  the  £8  billion 

losses  racked  up  by  Lloyd's  in 
the  five  years  1988-92. 

It  emerged  over  the  week- end that  the  action  group  had 
not  managed  to  collect  foe 
£500.000  needed  to  flmd  foe 
review.  Tony  Welford,  PNAG 
phnirman,  said  he  was  confi- 

dent the  group  would  have 
*»nppgh  money  to  go  ahead. 

Lloyd's  34,000  Names  have until  August  28  to  accept  or 

reject  their  individual  settle- ment offers.  It  Is  therefore 
essential  that  foe  judicial 
review  is  dealt  with  swiftly. 

Lloyd’s  said  it  had  wanted 
the  review,  which  It  is  confi- dent of  winning,  to  go  ahead 

as  planned.  A   spokesman 
said:  “Lloyd's  regrets  foe  de- 

lay caused  by  foe  plaintiff's 
funding  of  its  action.”  Ha added  that  Lloyd's  was 
pleased  that  August  19  had  al- 

ready been  set  as  the  judg- 

ment date. 
But  foe  judge  said  if  foe . PNAG  was  not  ready  tomor-  j 

row  the  case  was  “99  per  cent 

likely”  to  be  dismissed. 
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Mark  Tran  In  Hew  York 

IT  IS  THE  citadel  of  free 
enterprise  —   to  its  fans,  it 
is  foe  ultimate  bastion  of 

fiscal  freedom,  and  to  its 
enemies,  the  Kremlin  of 
capitalism.  Now,  nearly 

seven  years  after  the  fall  of the  Berlin  Wall,  another 

unthinkable  event  tn  post- 

war history  conld  be  immi- 
nent—   the  departure  of  the 

New  York  Stock  Exchange 
from  Wall  Street. 

Of  course,  the  Big  Board’s imminent  rehousing  has 

little  to  do  with  the  long- 
predicted  collapse  of.  the 
capitalist  system.  On  the 
contrary,  it  is  the  logic  of 
private  enterprise  that 
threatens  to  turn  Wall 

Street  into  “Wall  Street”, 
in  the  manner  of  “Tin  Pan 

Alley”  and  “Fleet  Street*’. The  building,  a   replica  of 
a   Greek  temple  designed  by 

George  Post,  just  isn’t  up  to the  iwoiiTtfffai  demands  of 

today’s  wired-up  brokers. 
As  a   result,  it  is  likely  to  be 
converted  into  luxury  fiats 

as  foe  market  seeks  a   suit- 
ably high-tech  home  for  the 

21st  century. 

It  has  been  at  its  present 

base,  at  the  corner  of  Wall 
Street  and  Broad  Street,  for 

93  years.  Although  the  ex- 
change added  a   23-floor 

tower  in  1923,  it  has  out- 
grown the  present  facilities 

and  is  poorly  equipped  for new  technology. 

A   decision  to  leave  would 
be  a   wrench  even  by  New 

York  brokers’  unsentimen- 
tal standards.  It  was  from  , 

here  that  the  1929  crash 
shook  the  world.  Here,  58 
years  later,  Ronald  Reagan  i 

/Cifpe/Qtiha 

became  the  first  US  presi- 
dent in  office  to  visit  the 

exchange. 

Mr  Reagan  promised  the 

biggest  bull  market  In  his- 
tory, and  he  delivered  —   for 

two  years.  In  October  1987, 

the  exchange  saw  the  larg- 
est drop  in  the  Dow  Jones 

industrial  average  —   508 

points.  The  feel-awful  fee- 
tor  and  “culture  of  insecu- 

rity” followed. 
Ironically,  a   figure  from 

the  roaring  eighties,  devel- 
oper Donald  Trump,  has  al- 

ready jumped  In  with  his 
proposal  for  the  new  ex- 

change headquarters  —   the 
two  piers  just  below  the South  Street  Seaport, 

which  would  afford  bro- 
kers spectacular  views  of the  Brooklyn  Bridge  and 

the  East  River. 
Mr  Trump  also  has  plans 

to  build  the  world’s  tallest 
building  close  to  the  new exchange  site. 

An  alternative  scheme, 

backed  by  New  York's  city 
fathers,  would  move  the  ex- 

change to  a   1.5  million  sq  ft 
site  on  perhaps  the  only 
other  road  in  New  York  to 

match  Wall  Street’s  renown 

—Broadway. 

Microsoft  chips  in  to  assist  ailing  Apple 

>y  MrtWif  Bank  (mMry  ***»  rep-  ««  Urn*
***. 

Marie  Tran  in  New  York 

APPLE  Computer,  wallow- 
ing in  red  Ink,  has  been 

quietly  receiving  help  from 

an  unexpected  quarter  — arch-rival  Microsoft. 

The  software  market  leader 

has  been  helping  small  soft- 
ware companies  write  Inter- 

net programmes  for  Apple,  an 
effort  that  will  cost  it  millions 
of  dollars.  But  Microsoft 
chairman  Bill  Gates  believes 
that  is  a   small  price  to  pay  to 

keep  regulators  off  his  back. 
He  is  worried  at  the 'prospect 
of  anti-trust  challenges 

should  Apple  collapse. 
Microsoft  yesterday  tried  to 

play  down  fears  about  regula- tory action,  pointing  out  that 

the  company  hng  been  com- 
mitted to  Apple's  Macintosh 

!   system.  “We  have  lots  of  cus- tomers on  the  Mac  platform 

and  we  want  our  Internet  Ex- 
plorer browser  to  work  with 

it  and  other  platforms  as 
well,”  a   Microsoft  official 
cairt 

Microsoft  quietly  set  up  the 

unit  in  San  Jose,  California, 

last  year  to  direct  the  pro- 
gramme, which  is  expected  to 

employ  about  60  people, 
mostly  long-time  developers 

of  software  for  the  Mac  sys- 

tem. For  Apple,  Microsoft’s lifeline  will  come  as  a   relief and  a   humiliation. 

Apple  has  prided  itself  on 
Its  software  know-how,  tradi- 

tionally scorning  Microsoft 

technology.  But  Apple  needs all  foe  help  it  can  get 

The  company  Is  trying  to 
claw  its  way  back  to  profit- 

ability after  losses  of  almost 

©00  million  in  the  past  12 
months  under  the  new  leader- 

ship of  Gilbert  Amelio,  wbo 
has  initiated  the  policy  of  de- 

tente with  Microsoft.  Al- 
though Apple  has  set  its 

sights  on  foe  Internet,  inde- 
pendent Macintosh  software 

developers  have  been  frus- 
trated at  what  they  describe 

as  Apple's  slow  pace  on  Inter- 
net matters. Microsoft  Is  already  foe 

leading  supplier  of  software 
for  the  Mac.  In  feet  because 

of  the  popularity  of  Micro- soft's range  of  software  prod- 
ucts, foe  company  usually 

makes  more  money  on  foe 
Mac  than  does  Apple. 
But  now  Microsoft  pro- 

grammers will  be  free  to 

ignore  the  company's  flagship operating  system  and  write 

only  for  the  Mac. 

No  room  for  the 
inns  at  Lonrho 

Edited  by 

Mark  Milner 
I   ONRHO’S  flotation  of  its 
1   hotels  business  looks 
l— shrewdly  timed.  With  the 
boom  in  the  worldwide  hotels 

cycle  not  yet  at  its  peak.  Lon- 

rbo  is  guaranteed  investor  in- 
terest in  the  Princess  Metro- 

pole  flotation.  That  in  turn  is 
likely  to  translate  into  a   price 
some  way  ahead  of  what  the 

business  could  have  com- 
manded a   year  or  so  ago. The  new  company  has  good 

brand  names,  and  since  Forte 
was  taken  over  by  Granada 

the  City  has  been  short  of  a 
pure  hotels  business  to  put  its 

money  Into  —   witness  the 
success  of  the  Millennium 

and  Copthome  flotation  ear- lier this  year.  Those  factors 
should  be  enough  to  offset  a 
less  than  auspicious  new 

issues  market. The  speed  with  which  the 
flotation  has  been  announced 

—   only  six  weeks  after  Lon- rho resumed  full  ownership 

of  Metropde  Hotels  —   also 
shows  just  how  committed 
the  chief  executive.  Dieter 
Bock,  is  to  breaking  up  the 

group  completely. Apart  from  foe  £800  million or  so  that  Lonrho  will  pick  up 
from  the  hotels  flotation,  foe 

rather,  mixed  bag  of  African 
businesses  is  also  on  track  to be  floated  off  separately  by 

Christmas,  raising  (perhaps) 

another  £500  million. 
This  would  effectively  leave Lonrho  as  a   mining  company 

with  a   rash  pile  of  some 
£600  million  —   a   far  more  at- 

tractive proposition  than  foe 
unfocused,  debt-laden  con- 

glomerate it  was  at  foe  start of  the  year. 

That  point  will  not  have  es- 
caped potential  predators  — 

with  South  Africa's  Anglo- American  already  being 

touted  as  a   possible  bidder. 
By  breaking  up  Lonrho,  Mr Bock  may  be  demonstrating 

his  determination  to  rid  foe 

company  of  the  legacy  of  his 
predecessor,  Tiny  Rowland. 
But  if  he  is  able  to  do  so  with 
foe  speed  and  at  foe  prices 

now  being  talked  about  in  the 

City,  it  will  be  a   back-handed compliment  to  Mr  Rowland, 

who  assembled  Lonrho’s 
rather  idiosyncratic  asset 
portfolio  tn  foe  first  place. 

The  ancients . . .   George  Washington’s  statne  and  the  stock  exchange  photograph;  don  mcphee 

Wall  Street  to  march  into 
history  (or  hit  Broadway) 

All  uphill  for  PFI 

the  Romans  —   though  it 
would  be  interesting  to  know 

just  how  much  private  fi- nance went  Into  building 

either  Hadrian's  Wall  or  Wat- ting Street  and  the  extent  of 
public  sector  in  the  canal  and railway  booms. 

The  snag  appears  to  lie  in  a 
conflict  of  cultures.  The  pri- vate sector  finds  it  baffling, 
not  to  say  frustrating,  that  the 

public  sector  wants  to  retain 
the  right  to  manage  to  the 
point  of  specifying  the  brand 
of  teaspoons  in  a   hospital  can- 

teen. to  use  an  example  pro- 
vided by  the  institute.  On  the 

other  hand,  according  to  the 

ASI,  foe  public  sector  does not  seem  willing  to  recognise 

that  tendering  for  multi-mil- 1   ion- pound  contracts  is  not 

simply  an  academic  exercise 
without  serious  cost 
implications. 
The  ASI  wants  Whitehall “minders"  to  cut  the  red  tape 

and  for  the  PFI  to  be  taken 
away  from  foe  Treasury  and 
given  to  the  deputy  prime 

minister,  Michael  Heseltine. 
The  Treasury  says  it  is  al- 

ready looking  at  the  idea  of 
minders,  but  it  is  unlikely  to 

take  kindly  to  losing  Influ- ence over  such  a   financially 
important  sector. 

As  for  Mr  Heseltine.  he  is  in 

danger  of  becoming  to  admin- istrative headaches  what  the 
National  Lottery  is  to  high- 
profile  problems  which  get 
blamed  on  shortages  of  cash. 

Successful  PFI  projects,  how- 
ever. are  likely  to  be  rather 

harder  to  achieve  than  med- als at  the  next  Olympics. 

Rats  to  rate  cuts 

THERE  Is  something 

slightly  uncomfortable about  foe  way  almost 

any  set  of  UK  economic  .data 
these  days  is  judged  against 

the  yardstick  of  a   possible  cut in  interest  rates. 

The  Treasury  can  be 
allowed  its  obvious  pleasure 

in  foe  picture  of  subdued  in- 
flationary pressures  revealed 

by  foe  latest  manufacturing 

output  figures,  but  it  is  worth 
noting  that  the  Bank  of  Eng- 

land had  factored  in  a   tempo- 

rary easing  in  prices  pres- sures when  it  called  recently 

for  a   pre-emptive  strike 
against  inflation  through 

higher  rates. Of  course  foe  Bank  appears 
to  have  a   somewhat  elastic 

view  of  the  timing  of  that 
strike  but  its  general  message 
that  rates  will  have  to  go  up  is 

singularly  less  ambiguous. 
The  Chancellor  however  is 

judged  to  be  contemplating  a 
rate  cut  for  reasons  which 
have  more  to  do  with  politics 

than  economics  —   hardly  sur- 

prising in  the  run-up  to  a   gen- 
eral election. But  would  cutting  base 

rates  by  a   further  one  quarter 
of  one  percentage  point  prove 

crucial  to  the  Conservatives’ electoral  prospects?  Does  the 

economy  need  it?  The  answer in  both  cases  is  that  it  would 

probably  not  make  that  much 
difference. 

In  foe  tight  of  the  balance  of argument  between  cutting  or 

raising  rates,  foe  sensible 
course  might  well  be  to  leave 
them  on  hold.  Even  if  the 
Bank  is  being  overly  hawkish 
on  inflation,  a   further  cut  in 
rates  seems  to  present  foe 

greatest  risk  for  the  least 

reward. 

THE  Adam  Smith  Insti- 

tute has  some  predict- 
ably harsh  words  to  say 

about  the  Government’s  pub- lic finance  initiative  (PFI). 

The  “pro-business"  (.its  own 
description)  think  tank 
reckons  that  bidding  for  PFI 
contracts  is  too  expensive,  too 

risky  and  too  bureaucratic  — which  is  why  the  programme 
is  running  well  behind  the 

targets  set  for  it Not  that  the  institute  is 

against  the  PFI  per  se.  It reckons  that  run  properly,  tt 
could  be  the  best  thing  for 

Britain’s  infrastructure  since 

Welsh  miners  given  tough 

deadline  for  buy-out  study 

Martyn  HalsaB 
Northern  Industrial 

Correspondent   

THE  crisis  feeing  the  Point 
of  Ayr  colliery,  foe  last 

deep  mine  in  North  Wales,  es- calated last  night  after  its 
owners  said  production 
would  cease  at  foe  end  of  next 

week.  The  deadline  is  far 

shorter  than  millers'  leaders 
have  requested  to  test  the 
pit's  long-term  viability. 

Problems  emerged  after National  Union  of 
Mine  workers  ’   officials  asked 
for  at  least  a   month  to  prepare 

a   feasibility  study.  The  130- 
year-old  colliery  was  last 
week  offered  to  Its  200-strong 
workforce  for  £1.2  million  by 
owners  RJB  Mining,  hours 

after  foe  company  announced 

its  "immediate”  dosure. 
A   majority  of  the  workforce 

voted  at  foe  weekend  to  com- 
mission a   study,  which  began 

yesterday.  Yesterday  Bill 
Rowell,  RJB’s  managing  di- rector for  deep  mines,  said  be 

believed  the  men  would  know if  a   buy-out  was  viable 
“within  very  much  less  than 
four  weeks.  I   would  certainly 
not  want  to  pull  foe  rug  from 
under  them  at  an  advanced 

stage.  If  they  ran  put  a   deal 

together  we  shall  be  as  help- 

ful as  we  ran  be”. 

His  statement  followed  the 
emergence  of  other  possible 

alliances  for  a   miners'  buy- out team.  Today  NUM  repre- 
sentatives are  expected  to 

meet  officials  of  Clay  Collier- 

ies, an  opencast  mining  oom- 
,   pany.  to  discuss  a   possible 
partnership  takeover. 
RJB,  which  operates  20 

deep  mines,  blamed  the  clo- sure on  consistent  losses, 
totalling  around  £5  million, 
and  said  foe  pit  lost  money  on 
38  of  the  40  weeks  it  was  In 
RJB’s  ownership. 

The  company  offered  to 
transfer  any  miner  who 
wanted  new  work  to  other 

pits.  It  plans  to  remove  foe 

mining  machinery  and  rede- velop foe  colliery  site,  subject 
to  planning  permission,  for 
alternative  industrial  uses. Miners  taking  over  foe  pit 
are  expected  to  face  problems 

raising  cash  for  development 
and  new  markets.  RJB  says  It 

could  satisfy  Point  of  Ayr's markets  from  other  sources. It  was  assessed  by  British 
Coal  in  1991  to  have  only  3.38 
million  tonnes  of  low-risk 

reserves  and  has  since  ex- tracted 2.4mUiion  tonnes. 
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Shattered  past,  uncertain  future 
In  the  first  of  a   series  on  London’s 

little-known  multi-billion  pound 

exchanges,  LISA  BUCKINGHAM  finds 

problems  at  the  Baltic  Exchange 
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The  1992  bomb  wrecked  the 

Baltic’s  Grade  H*  listed  St 
Mary  Axe  headquarters  — 
the  replacement  for  which 
has  sparked  a   bitter  row  be- 

tween the  Exchange  and 
English  Heritage  and  the  City 
Corporation  —   but  it  made 
the  organisation  rich  thanks 
to  a   £26  million  insurance 
settlement 

But  the  windfall  created  Its 
own  problems.  Some  Baltic 
members  now  claim  the  mar- 

ket’s 54.000  shares  should 
each  fetch  between  £500  and 
£600.  rather  than  the  present 
£10.  Indeed,  an  investor  is  be- 

lieved to  be  attempting  to 
flout  Baltic  rules  by  building 
a   substantial  share  stake. 
However,  domestic  prob- 

lems are  the  least  of  the  diffi- 
culties feeing  tiie  Exchange, 

which  was  founded  in  1744  as 

one  of  London’s  famous  coffee 
houses,  the  Virginia  and  Bal- 

tic. Its  future  was  thrown  into 
doubt  late  last  month  by  an 
Inland  Revenue  raid  on  Kap- 

pa Maritime,  a   Greek  ship- 
ping company  which  ts  part 

of  the  business  empire  of  Lou 

Kollakis,  one  of  the  UK's  rich- est men. 

Although  the  incident  ap- 
pears to  be  a   cmenff,  it  re- Ig- 

nited fears  among  London's 
Greek  shipping  community' 

that  its  favourable  tax  status  is 
under  threat  When  President 
Kennedy  took  a   less  benign  ap 

p   roach  to  notedomiclled  ship- 
ping groups,  it  anlhilafed  New 

York's  position  as  a   major 
maritime  centre.  Without  ex- 

patriate Greek  shipowners  — estimated  to  account  tor  at 

least  one-third  of  the  market  — 
the  Baltic  Exchange  could  face 
a   similar  fete. 

Membership  of  the  Ex- 
change did  rise  a   fraction  to 

670  companies  last  year  and 
trading  on  the  floor  of  its  new 
building  was  initially  more 
vibrant  after  the  bombing 
than  It  had  been  for  years,  but 
the  Baltic,  like  other  markets, 
feces  longer  term  threats. 
Even  though  world  trade 

has  been  growing,  there  has 
been  a   move  away  from  bulk 
ships  towards  the  timetabled 
services  operated  by  contain- 
erships.  And  governments  are 
more  inclined  to  sell  goods, 

such  as  grain,  on  the  basis 
that  cargoes  are  carried  by 
the  national  flag  ships,  which 
deprives  the  open  market  of 
these  huge  contracts. 
The  rapid  decline  of  the 

British  merchant  marine  has 

clearly  affected  the  tradi- tional heartland  of  the  Baltic 

which,  in  a   consultative 
paper  with  Aims  of  Industry, 
it  sought  to  address  by  pro- 

posing a   British  “flag  of  con- venience” to  attract  overseas 
owners  to  London. 

But  the  most  potent  threat 
comes  from  technology.  As 
shipbroking  has  become  a 

Baltic  —   now  minus  its  beau- 
tiful domed  ceiling,  Italian 

marble  and  teak-panelling  — 
has  been  little  more  than  a 
social  meeting  place  for  two 
decades.  Monday  lunchtimes 
tend  to  be  the  only  really 

active  hours  and  then  only  be- 
cause that  is  when  the  Greek 

shipowners  despatch  their 
brokers  to  make  eye-contact 
with  their  opposite  numbers. 

Baltic  officials  will  have  to  redefine 

role  of  the  market  if  it  is  to  prosper 

younger  profession.  Baltic traders  have  followed  the 

trend  evident  in  other  ex- 
changes —   most  crucially, 

face-to-face  dealing  on  a   trad- 
ing floor  is  foresaken  for  a 

quick  chat  on  the  phone  and 
an  E-mail  confirmation. 

Cargo  contracts  have  also  be- 
come larger  and  more  com- 

plex, so  less  easily  decided  by 
a   handshake. 

Even  older  brokers  admit 
that  the  trading  floor  of  the 

The  Baltic  does,  of  course, 

perform  other  functions  —   it 
acts  as  a   centre  for  foreign- 
owned  shipping,  which  then 

plugs  into  the  insurance, 
banking,  loss  adjusting  and 
other  professional  maritime 
services  offered  by  London.  In 

all,  it  is  estimated  that  this 
provides  the  UK  with  about 
£2  billion  of  foreign  exchange 

earnings  a   year. Baltic  officials  also  act  as  a 
semi-official  conduit  between 

foreign  shipowners  and  tiie 
Government  In  the  recent  tax 
raids  on  Kappa,  Baltic  chief 
executive,  Jim  Buckley,  was 

given  speedy  access  to  White- hall and  the  upper  echelons  of 

the  Inland  Revenue,  in  an  at- 
tempt to  stop  an  exodus  of valuable  Greek  shipping 

money. 

And  although  self-gover- 
nance has  come  in  for  consid- 
erable criticism,  and  not  a   lit- tle suspicion,  in  recent  years, 

the  Baltic  claims  its  self-regu- 
latory role  is  a   boon.  Officials 

frequently  act  as  “honest  bro- kers” to  preempt  costly  legal 

action,  not  only  between  Ex- 
change members  but  also 

with  outside  companies.  And 
the  Exchange  can  display  the 

identity  of- traders  who  de- fault to  warn  members  away. 

But.  like  their  opposite 
numbers  at  other  bodies, 

ranging  from  the  Stock  Ex- 
change to  Lloyd's,  Baltic  offi- cials will  have  to  redefine  the 

role  of  the  market  if  It  is  to 

prosper  and  continue  to 
underwrite  London's  role  as 
the  world’s  pre-eminent  ship- 

ping centre. 

WPP  moves  to 

exploit  surplus 
Trafalgar  burden 
drags  on  Kvaemer 

Itching  to  sell 
artificial  skin 

Tony  May 

WPP  Group,  the 
world's  largest  adver- 

tising company,  has 
plans  to  buy  back  its  own 
shares,  raise  dividends, 

launch  acquisitions  and  in- 
crease capital  expenditure,  to 

boost  returns  from  surplus 

liquidity. 

Announcing  a   jump  in  first- 
half  profits  of  40  per  cent  to 
£66.1  million,  the  London- 
based  parent  of  agencies 
J   Walter  Thompson,  Ogilvy  & 
Mather  Worldwide  and  Con- 

quest Europe  said  it  had  won 
new  business  in  the  United 
States  and  Latin  America.  It 
added  that  the  US  presiden- 

tial elections  and  the  Olym- 
pics were  likely  to  boost  prof- 

its in  the  second  half. 
In  the  first  half,  WPP  won 

new  business  billings  of 
£587  million  from  companies 
including  ICO  Global  Com- 

munications. a   UK  satellite 
telecommunications  com- 

pany, and  an  additional  as- 
signment from  Warner-Lam- 

bert. Biilings  include  the 
price  paid  for  media  space 
and  time. 

The  group  has  come  a   long 

way  since  the  cash  crisis  of 
1990,  when  debts  were 
SI  billion  (now  £645  million) 
and  its  market  value  slumped 
to  £28  million.  The  chief  exec- 

utive. Martin  Sorrell,  said  net 
average  debt  had  dived  from 
£217  million  to  £169  million, 
while  bank  borrowings  were 
down  from  £178  million  to 

j   £76  million. 
“Average  net  debt  has  now 

fallen  55  per  cent  from 
£372  million  three  years  ago. 
If  we  meet  our  objectives  for 
the  end  of  this  year  we  should 

be  Investment  grade,”  he 
added. 

Geographically,  the  group 
made  its  greatest  progress  in 
the  US  and  Asia  Pacific/ 
South  America.  These  man- 

aged 14  and  15  per  cent 
growth  in  revenue  respec- 

tively and  accounted  for  43 
and  18  per  cent  of  total  group 
revenue.  Overall,  revenue 

jumped  12.7  per  cent  to 
£833.2  million,  and  the  group 
indicated  that  revenues  for 

July  were  up  10  per  cent  be- 
cause demand  for  advertising 

time  in  the  run-up  to  the  US 
presidential  elections,  due  in 
November,  and  coverage  of 
the  Olympic  Games,  had 

pushed  up  prices. 

Pauline  Spring ett 

PROFITS  at  Norwegian 
shipping  and  engi- neering group 

Kvaerner  have  been  badly 
dented  by  its  £904  million 

acquisition  of  the  loss-mak- 
ing Trafalgar  House  con- struction group. 

Kvaerner’s  half-year 
profits  to  the  end  of  June 
were  nearly  56  per  cent 
lower  than  In  1995,  at 
£71.3  million. 

Erik  Tonseth,  Kvaemer’s 
president  and  chief  execu- 

tive officer,  said:  "The 
group's  performance  dur- ing the  second  quarter  of 
the  year  was  significantly 
affected  by  the  acquisition 
of  Trafalgar  House,  on 

18  April.” 

But  Mr  Tonseth  Insisted 
that  there  was  good  reason 
for  optimism  about  the 
future  and  added  that  cost- 

cutting measures  designed 
to  blend  the  two  businesses 

together  were  now  under- way. Kvaemer  has  already 
started  a   £1  billion  dis- 

posals programme. 
Mr  Tonseth  pointed  to  the 

48  per  cent  rise  in  sales  to 

£2.3  billion  during  the  first 
half,  a   doubling  of  the 
order  backlog  to 
£6-6  billion  and  a   30  per 
cent  rise  in  new  orders  to 
£1.7  billion.  Operating 

profits  fell  to  £56.1  million 
from  £86.6  million. 

The  interim  results  in- 
cluded one-off  gains  of 

,   £26  million  on  the  sale  of 
ships  and  £33  million  from 

i   the  sale  of  other  assets. 

The  acquisition  of  Trafal- 
gar House  turned  Kvaemer 

into  one  of  the  world's  big- 
gest manufacturers  of  off- 

shore oil  and  gas  equip- 
ment, and  strengthened  it 

in  the  important  South-east Aslan  market. 

“Quite  simply  we  aim  to 
be  the  global  leader  in  engi- 

i   nee  ring  and  construction,’' said  Mr  Tonseth  yesterday. 
Tbe  worst  performing 

parts  of  tbe  group  were 

Kvaerner's  mechanical  en- 
gineering business,  and 

Trafalgar’s  luxury  cruise 
line.  Canard.  Few  analysts 

would  be  surprised  to  see 
Canard  disposed  of.  al- 

though Mr  Tonseth  appears 
to  be  in  no  rush.  Yesterday 
he  said  ho  decisions  have 

yet  been  made  about  it. 

Lisa  Buckingham 

SMITH  &   Nephew,  the 

health-care  group  whose 

consumer  products  In- clude Elastoplast  and  Simple 

soap,  yesterday  unveiled  a 
6   per  cent  rise  in  first-half 
profits  to  £90.8  million,  de- 

spite continued  tough  trading 
conditions  in  America. 

But  the  company  predicted 

that  its  foray  into  the  higher, 
profit  hi-tech  sector  of  artifi- cial skin  would  deliver  extra 
sales  of  up  to  $500  million 
(£323  million)  a   year  by  the 
turn  of  the  century. 
Although  Dermagraft  is 

currently  aimed  at  the 
specialist  diabetic  foot  ulcer 
market  in  America,  tbe  com- 

pany is  clearly  confident  of  its 
acceptance  even  at  a   time 
when  health-care  reforms  are 

making  new  sales  and  im- provements in  profit  margins 
hard  to  secure. 

If  S&N  achieves  $500  mil- 
lion of  revenue  on  its  new 

product,  that  would  be  the 
equivalent  of  half  its  chosen 
market  and  analysts  predict 
that  artificial  skin  has  much 
more  to  aim  for  worldwide 
and  In  wider  applications. 

The  company’s  half-time !   results  were  in  line  with  ex- 

j   pectations  as  strong  sales  in 
I   Europe,  Asia  and  its  domestic UK  market  offset  stagnating 
demand  in  the  US,  where 
sales  revenue  rose  only  lper 
cent  to  £223.1  million. 

Shares  slipped  just  lip  to 

195p. 

The  group's  health-care  div- ision —   which  manufactures 
artificial  limbs  and  bone 
products  —   raised  its  sales  by 

14  per  cent  to  £454.7  million. That  amounted  to  nearly 
twice  the  level  achieved  by 
the  consumer  business, 
which  also  includes  brands 
such  as  Nivea  and  Lil-tets 
tampons,  and  where  sales 
were  ahead  8   per  cent  at 

£84.7  million. 
Apart  from  the  US,  it  was 

Britain  which  provided  S&N 

with  its  toughest  market  con- 
ditions. and  sales  were 

pushed  up  by  4   per  cent  to 
£86.5  million. 

That  compares  with  growth 
rates  of  about  10  per  cent 
achieved  in  the  less  developed 
trading  areas  of  Asia,  Africa 
and  Australia,  while  conti- 

nental Europe  delivered 
growth  of  9   per  cent  at 
£131  million. 

THE  tobacco-to- insur- 

ance group.  BAT  In- dustries, will  next month
  

discuss whether  to  split  its  operations
 

into  taro  after  test  week’s
  US court  ruling  which  found  it 

guilty  of  causing  lung  cancer.
 

Shares  in  BAT  yesterday 

idunged  45p  to  464p  —   cutting 
the  company's  stock  market 

value  by  almost  £1.4  billion  — following  the  decision  to 

award  nearly  £500.000  in  dam- ages to  an  long  standing 
smoker  who  developed  lung cancer. 

A   Florida  jury  decided  last 
Friday  in  favour  erf  retired  air 
traffic  controller  Grady  Car- 

ter and  his  wife  against 
Brown  &   Williamson,  a   BAT 
subsidiary.  Mr  Carter,  ©5.  had been  a   smoker  for  44  years, 

most  of  that  time  as  a   con- sumer of  Lucky  Strikes. 

He  claimed  BAT  had  been 
negligent  not  to  warn  of  the 
health  damage  associated with  cigarette  smoking. 

BAT  said  it  was  confident, 

as  in  other  cases,  of  overturn- 
ing the  judgement  on  appeal. 

If  tiie  group  fails,  however,  it 
will  be  the  first  time  a   tobacco 

company  has  been  forced  to 
pay  damages.  Industry sources  are  concerned  that  a 
host  of  similar  lawsuits  might 

follow. “The  case  doesn't  make  tiie 

industry  culpable."  said  Mar- tin Feldman,*  an  analyst  at 

Smith  Barney,  the  American 

stockbroking  group.  "It  will 

be  overturned.” 
Analysts  said  yesterday 

that  internal  documents  used 

in  the  latest  case  should  not 
have  been  allowed  us  part  of 

the  trial-  An  appeal  was  there- fore likely  to  succeed. 
But  US  companies  are  feel- 

ing the  pressure  from  at  least 
ten  state  governments  which 

are  suing  to  recover  the  al- leged billions  of  dollars  they 

have  spent  nursing  smokers under  their  Medicaid 

budgets. 

The  shares  in  other  ciga- 

rette producers  such  as  RJR Nabisco  and  Philip  Morris 
were  also  savaged  alter  the 

judgement. 

BAT  admitted  that  it  might 

look  at  spinning  off  its  finan- 
cial services  operations  — which  incude  Fanners  in  the 

US  and  Eagle  Star  and  Allied 
Dunbar  in  Britain  —   at  some 
stage. 

But  a   spokesman  said  the latest  US  court  ruling  would 

not  dictate  policy  —   even 

though  BAT  has  a   hist  on’  of amending  its  corporate  struc- 
ture as  a   result  erf  outside  in- 

fluences such  as  James  Gold- smith's £13.5  billion  break  up 

bid. 

A   BAT  spokesman  said, however,  that  directors  were 

convinced  that  additional 
shareholder  value  could  be 
created  from  combining  in- 

surance and  tobaccos.  The  de- cision on  Friday  was  ”a  rogue 

verdict,  not  a   trend,  ’*  the 
company  said. 
BAT  found  itself  in  court 

after  acquiring  Lucky  Strike 
cigarettes  which  were  part  of 

the  portfolio  of  American Tobacco  which  was  acquired 

by  the  British  group  early  Last 

year. 

News  in  brief 

Sainsbury  in  talks 
with  Royal  Ahold 
SAINSBURY  said  yesterday  that  it  was  talking  to  Royal  Ahold, 
the  Dutch  supermarket  group,  about  possible  acquisition  of  a 
dozen  of  Ahold’s  American  superstores. 

Sainsbury,  which  already  owns  a   number  of  stores  in  the 
United  States  trading  under  tiie  name  Shaws,  said  it  expected  to 
make  a   further  announcement  in  the  next  few  weeks,  but  It 

would  not  put  a   figure  on  tbe  likely  sum  involved  in  tbe  deal, 
which  City  analysts  expect  to  be  in  the  region  of  £30  million. 

Meanwhile,  Sainsbury  received  a   fillip  yesterday,  when  Au- 

dits of  Great  Britain  said  the  company's  market  share  had 
revived  to  21.1  per  cent,  from  20.6  per  cent  while  its  arch- rival 
Tesco's  share  fell  from  22.8  per  cent  to  22.0  percent.  —   Ian  King 

Merger  terms  ‘one-sided9 INSTITUTIONAL  shareholders  are  becoming  concerned  that  a 
merger  between  the  insurers  Refuge  Group  and  United  Friendly, 
announced  last  week,  is  too  generous  to  the  holders  of  full  voting shares  in  United  Friendly. 

While  the  Institutions  are  supportive  of  the  £1.46  billion 
merger.  Industry  soirees  said  they  were  concerned  that  full 

voting  shareholders,  who  include  members  of  United's  founding 
family,  would  receive  four  times  as  many  shares  in  the  new 
company.  United  Assurance,  as  other  shareholders.  Institutional 
shareholders  include  Britannic  Assurance.  Mercury'  Asset  Man- 

agement, Prudential  and  Legal  &   General.  —   Reuters 

Long  overdue  debt  up 
ARISE  in  the  average  value  of  long  overdue  debt,  to  a   four-year 
high  of  £176.000  per  company,  was  announced  yesterday  by  a 
leading  credit  insurer.  Trade  Indemnity's  quarterly  financial 
trends  survey  showed  that  the  companies  suffering  most  were 
builders'  merchants,  food  manufacturers  and  business  services 
firms.  The  survey  supplied  fresh  evidence  that  manufacturers 

were  coping  with  stock  overhangs,  as  the  rate  of  purchase  of  ~ goods  and  services  needed  for  future  production  fell  —   Sarah  Ryle 

Bank  predicts  house  price  rise 
HOUSE  prices  could  rise  by  10  per  cent  over  the  next  two  years 
Barclays  Bank  said  last  night,  following  its  latest  monthly mortgage  lending  survey  results.  They  showed  total  monthly 
lending  on  property  rose  by  5   per  cent  in  July,  contributing  to an  overall  rise  <rf 27.5  per  cent  in  mortgage  activity  aga  inst  the same  time  a   year  ago.  Barclays  predicted  continued  growth  in 
the  housing  sector,  as  new  mortgage  commitments  also  rose  bv 

22  per  cent  against  July  last  year,  —   Sarah  Ryle  y 

Bayer  profits  leap  13pc 
BAYER,  ths  German  chemkals  group,  announced  yesterday  a   13 
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TRIUMPH  FOR  JOCKEY  AFTER  SIX  MONTH  WAIT 

PHOTOGRAPH  TON  JOIKINS Whip  hand  . . .   Walter  Swinburn  makes  final  adjustments  before  Ms  winning  return  at  Windsor  yesterday 

Swinbum  back  with  a   winner 
Chris  Hawkins  on  a   comeback 
that  had  racegoers  cheering 

WALTER  Swinbum 
had  the  dream

 

return
  

to  racing
 

yesterd
ay  

after  his 

life-th
reateni

ng  

foil  'in  Hong 
Kong 

 
six  months

  
ago  when 

winnin
g  

on  his  first  mount 

back,  Talatha
th,  

at  Windso
r. 

As  he  emerged  from  the 

weighing  room  to  ride  in  the 
Royal  Bank  Of  Scotland 
Handicap,  Swinbum  walked 
out  to  a   ripple  of  applause 
from  the  crowd  and  a   sharp 
shower  from  above. 
He  returned  just  over  ten 

minutes  later  to  concerted 

cheering  and  a   shaft  of  sun- 

shine playing  on  the  winner’s 
berth. 
Swinbum,  a   devout  Catho- 

lic, bad  asked  for  God's  help 
"If  He  thought  I   was  worthy 

of  it"  and  one  can  only  as- 
sume that  the  answer  had 

been  in  the  affirmative  al- 
though Frankie  Dettori 

seemed  anxious  to  chip  in. 
Dettori  set  a   fast  pace  on 

Cape  Pigeon  and  by  half  way 
bad  sorted  out  the  field  to 

such  effect  that  only  Talath- 
ath was  in  touch.  With  a   fur- 

long to  run  Cape  Pigeon 
seemed  a   spent  force  and 

Swinbum  swept  by  to  win  by 
a   comfortable  length  and  a 
half! 

It  is  doubtful,  however,  if 
he  would  have  found  much  if 

tackled  for  the  jockey  admit- 

ted that  his  legs  went  a   fUr- 
long  out  as  lack  of  fitness  hit 
him.  "I  still  feel  a   bit  weak 
and  my  worst  nightmare  was 

that  I   would  get  beat  a   short- 
head  because  I   couldn't  do  the 

horse  justice,"  said  Swin- bum.  “X  didn't  want  to  let 

anybody  down.*’ 

Six  months  ago  as  be  lay  in 
a   coma  with  head,  shoulder 

and  rib  injuries  after  Liffey 
River  had  wrapped  him 
around  the  running  rail  at 
Sha  Tin,  It  looked  long  odds 
against  him  ever  riding  again 
but  Swinbum,  who  was  35 

last  week,  never  contem- 
plated the  mid  of  his  career. 

"It  never  entered  my  head 

that  I   wouldn’t  come  back," 
he  said.  ‘Tm  lost  without  rac- 

ing and  the  biggest  thing  that 
I   missed  was  the  boys  in  the 

weighing  room  —   Frankie's been  driving  me  mad  in  there already. 

"When  I   first  applied  to  get 

my  licence  back  in  June  I   was 

turned  down.  My  goal  was  to 
come  back  as  soon  as  I   could 

but  they  moved  the  goal  posts. 
"The  carpet  was  pulled 

from  under  my  feet  and  it 
wasn't  until  later  that  I   was 

told  that  for  insurance  pur- 

poses I   had  to  have  a   mini- mum of  six  months  off 

"I  was  angry  about  that  and 
can’t  understand  why  Dr 
Michael  Turner  (Jockey  Club 

chief  medical  advisor)  didn’t tell  me  —   1   turned  down  two 
holidays,  one  with  Steve 
Cauthen  in  Kentucky,  be- 

cause I   was  trying  to  come 

back  as  soon  as  possible.” 
Chris  Dwyer,  trainer  of  Ta- 

lathath, the  5-1  favourite,  en- 

Trainer  awaits  tests  on  ‘poisoned’  horses 
Ken  Ollvar 

LAURA  SHALL Y,  the  Der- byshire permit  holder, 
who  has  lost  three  of  her 

string  In  mysterious  cir- cumstances, expects  the 
results  of  samples  taken 
from  the  dead  horses  to  be 

known  today  or  tomorrow. 
The  three  incidents  have 

occurred  since  the  death  of 

jockey  Richard  Davis  who 
received  fatal  injuries 

when  falling  on  Mr  Sox. 
who  is  trained  by  Shally.  at 
Southwell  on  July  19. 

Shally  has  refuted  allega- 
tions that  Mr  Sox  had  raced 

with  a   cracked  pelvis. 
Robin  Kemohan.  a   vet 

with  the  Chine  House  Vet- 

erinary Group  in  Leicester- 
shire, has  been  tending 

Shelly's  horses  and  is  con- 
vinced the  tests  will  show 

that  they  were  poisoned. 
Bill  Mott,  trainer  of  Cigar 

who  failed  to  make  it  a. re- 

cord 17  consectuvie  wins  in 

Saturday’s  Grade  One  Pa- cific Classic  at  Del  Mar. 

California,  said  that  the 
horse  is  in  good  shape  phys- 

ically, although  a   little 
down  mentally. 
"He  has  eaten  up  and 

everything  is  well  physi- 

cally with  the  horse,"  said Mott  “However,  I   think  he 
knows  be  got  beat.  He 
seems  more  downbeat  than 
I   can  recall  for  quite  a 

while." 

sured  that  the  return  was  vic- 

torious and  rang  S   win  bum's agent  last  week  offering  the 
ride  on  his  gelding  wbo  had 
just  won  easily  at  Brighton. 

An  atmosphere  of  goodwill 

permeated  nearly  every  cor- 
ner of  the  Windsor  track  but 

the  stewards,  nevertheless, 
tbit  obliged  to  do  their  jobs 

and  enquired  into  Dettori's 
riding  of  Cape  Pigeon  who 
was  caught  on  the  line  for 

second  place. Swinbum  still  reckons  be 

needs  a   week  or  so  of  race- 

rlfltng  to  get  fully  fit  and  per- 
haps it  was  tiredness  which 

contributed  to  the  defeat  of 

his  only  other  mount,  Don  Bo- 
sio,  who  faded  in  the  final  200 

yards  when  third  to  Yamuna, 
in  the  Wellington  Stakes. 

.Willie  Canon  was  one  of 
those  cheering  the  Swinbum 
comeback  having  just 

returned  himself  with  victory 

on  Ikdam  after  17  days  on  the 
sidelines. 

Dick  Hem,  the  trainer,  was 
delighted  to  have  provided 

his  great  chum  with  a   winner 
but  recalled  that  even  the  best 

laid  plans  go  awry:  “After Harry  Carr  came  back  after 
months  off  following  a   foil  on 
Hethersett  in  the  Derby  we 

tried  to  put  him  on  a   winner 
at  Ripon  but  he  got  beat  a 

short-head.” 

Golf 

Perry  talks  himself 
into  major  defeat 
David  Davies  on  a   crazy  few  minutes  that 

handed  the  US  PGA  title  to  Mark  Brooks 

THE  unconsidered 

Kenny  Perry  played 
17  near-perfect  holes 

in  the  round  of the  US  PGA  Championship  at 
the  Valhalla  Club  in  Kentucky 

an  Sunday.  Everything  he  did 
after  that  was  disastrous. 

A   series  of  tragi-comic 
errors  led  to  him  first  conced- 

ing a   play-off.  then  losing  it  to 

Mark  Brooks,  who  duly  be- came the  7Bth  PGA  champion, 

winning  his  first  major  and 
£275,000  Into  the  bargain. 

Perry  arrived  on  the  18th tee  during  regulation  play  at 

12  under  par  and  knowing 
that  if  he  could  birdie  what  is 

an  eminently  birdieable  hole 
he  would  be  uncatchable  bar- 

ring anything  less  a   mir- acle. Brooks,  one  of  three 
phasing  players,  would  have 
had  to  finish  birdie,  eagle  for 

instance. 

But  Perry  hooked  his  drive —   “my  first  bad  shot  of  the 

day"  —   and  it  finished  in  the 

bluegrass  rough  which,  as  a 
Kentuckian,  he  knows  well. 
But  knowing  it  and  getting 

out  of  it  are  two  different 

things  and  Perry  foiled  the first  time,  advancing  it  maybe 

100  yards  but  still  in  the 
rough. 

Hfe  third,  from  a   better  lie, 
was  pulled  left  of  the  green, 
he  chipped  weakly  and 
missed  his  par  putt  A   door 
that  had  seemed  shut  was 
now  wide  open.  Vijay  Singh 

and  Steve  Elkington  both 
failed  to  get  the  birdie  that would  take  them  through  it 

and  Perry  had  the  apparent 

pleasure  erf  watching  them 
from  the  CBS  television  com- 

mentary position  at  the  back of  the  18th  green. 

He  sat  there  obviously  en- 

joying himself  and,  to  the  as- tonishment of  everyone, 

stayed  there  while  Brooks, 
from  the  front  bunker,  hit  a 
recovery  shot  to  five  feet  and 
holed  the  play-off  putt.  Only 
after  informing  the  viewers 

that  Brooks  was  “a  helluva 
bunker  player”  and  seeing  it 
proved  did  he  depart  the tower. 

Perry  should  not,  of  course, 
have  been  there  in  the  first 

place  but  America  and  Ameri- 
cans are  so  besotted  by  televi- 
sion that  Its  requests  are 

treated  like  commands  and 
the  time  that  Perry  should 
have  been  on  the  practice 

green  and  the  driving  range staying  focused  on  the  job  in 
hand  was  instead  used  up  on 

television  inanities. 
When  he  finally  descended 

file  first  thing  he  did  was  to ask  PGA  officials  if  he  had 

time  to  go  and  hit  some  Haile But  as  Brooks  had  been  in 
the  day’s  final  group,  there 
was  no  time  available  and  he 
had  to  go  back  on  to  the 
course  to  the  very  tee  where, 
half  an  hour  previously,  he 
had  made  such  a   hash  of  foe 

bole. 

Not  unnaturally  he  made  a 

hash  of  it  again.  Again  he 
hooked  his  tee  shot  again  he 

could  move  the  ball  only  fur- 
ther up  file  rough  and  again 

he  was  left  of  the  green  in 

three.  This  time  he  made  a 
complete  mess  of  the  chip  and 
his  championship  was  in 
ruins  even  before  Brooks, 
wbo  had  been  on  the  green  in 

two,  holed  from  five  feet  for 

the  conclusive  birdie. Afterwards  Perry  admitted 

that  he  had  made  the  most  el- 

ementary of  errors.  "1  stayed 

up  in  the  tower  too  long,”  he said.  "I  should  have  gone  to 

the  range.  I’ve  learned  a   hard 

lesson,  I   guess.”  Of  course 
CBS  are  not  completely  with- 

out blame,  either.  They 
should  have  ensured  that 

Perry,  wbo  was  contending 
for  the  first  time  in  a   major 

championship,  was  not  taken 
in  by  the  perceived  privilege 

of  being  on  air. 
Someone  should  have  done 

both  Perry  and  the  station  it- self a   favour  by  suggesting, 

after  he  had  done  his  initial 

interview,  that  he  leave  and 
concentrate  on  a   play-off  that 
always  seemed  certain. 

So  Brooks  became  cham- pion, a   man  who.  it  appeared 

later,  was  fairly  under- 
whelmed by  what  he  had 

done.  He  was  asked  what  win- 
ning a   major  meant  to  him and  he  bad  to  think  for  quite 

some  time  before  he  came  up 

with:  "Well.  I   guess  its  a   10- 

year  exemption  on  the  Tour.” Pressed,  he  added:  "I  guess  1 
get  into  the  President's  Cup team  and  I   get  five  years  in 

the  British  Open  —   that's 

kinda  nice.” 

Brooks  is  a   Texan,  he  has 

the  word  "Hogan"  on  the front  erf  his  cap  but  there  the 
similarities  with  the  great 

man,  Ben,  end.  The  name  Is 
there  simply  because  Brooks 

plays  that  company's  clubs. 
He  is  an  effective  player,  has 

now  won  three  times  this  sea- 

son and  over  his  14-year career  has  made  $4,590,753. 

with  $1,290,577  of  that  coming 

this  year.  He  also,  in  case  any- one finds  him  as  a   house 

guest,  eats  breakfast  wearing 
his  baseball  cap. 

Of  all  the  contenders 
Brooks  had  the  best  chance  of 

winning  it  in  regulation  time. 
He  was  12  under  par  after 

eight  holes,  a   position  Perry 

reached  only  after  14.  but  In- 
stead of  progressing  he  fell 

back  to  nine  under  before 
rallying.  He  birdied  the  18th 
from  the  bunker  first  time 
around  and  from  the  extreme 
right-hand  edge  of  the  green, 

maybe  80  feet  from  the  hole, 
in  sudden-death. 

Though  this  second  birdie won  the  hole  positively.  Perry 

bad  died  a   death  before  that 
in  a   television  tower  where  he 
should  not  have  been. 

Brooks . . .   underwhelmed  Perry . . .   naive  error 

Ice  Hockey 

A   legend  temporarily  goes  to  the  Devils 
Vic  BatchoMar 

Glenn  anderson, 

owner  of  six  Stanley  Cup 

rings,  will  play  for  the  Cardiff 
Devils  this  month.  The  for- 

mer Edmonton  Q flora  for- ward. 36  in  October,  will  join 

the  club  at  their  week-long 
training  camp  in  France  next 

week  and  play  their  pre-sea- 

son  game  against  Stuttgart  at Cardiff  on  August  28. “It’s  a   fantastic  opportunity 

for  our  players  to  train  with 

one  of  ice  hockey’s  legends," 
said  the  Devils'  chief  execu- tive David  Temme. 

Temme  hopes  Anderson 
“might  be  persuaded  to  ex- 

tend his  stay  in  Cardiff  for  a 
week  or  so”,  which  could 
mean  him  being  available  for 

the  Devils’  first  home  game  in 
the  Benson  and  Hedges  Cup, 

against  the  Manchester  Storm 
on  September  1. 

Anderson  played  for  the New  York  Rangers  when  they 
won  the  Stanley  Cup  two 

years  ago.  He  also  played  for 
Edmonton  on  the  same  line  as 

Wayne  Gretzky  when  the  Oil- ers dominated  the  NHL,  win- 
ning five  Stanley  Cups. 
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Southwell  (N.H.) 
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Bounce  tops 

Double  bounce  is  5-1 

fevourite  with  Ladbrokes 

for  Saturday's  Great  St  Wil- frid Handicap  at  Ripon.  They 

then  go  6-1  Double  SpJcrJvur, 
10-1  Bolshoi,  Tiler  and  11-1 

Bollin  Joanne. 
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‘Heroes?  We  don’t  even  have  anti-heroes  these  days. 

We’re  stuck  with  the  likes  of  Vinnie  Jones  and  Phil  Tufnell’ 

Paul  Weaver 

PLEASE  excuse  me  if 
this  question  sounds 

rude  but  Is  there  any- 
one out  there?  I   mean, 

there’s  no  point  In  me  banging 

on  if  I’m  addressin
g  

a   void,  is 
there?  And  as  I   reach  for  my 

Zeiss 10x25  for  a   quick  ability  I 
fear  the  woret There  is  a   reason  for  this 
disconcertment  I   found  all 
those  empty  seats  at  the  Leeds 
Test  most  depressing,  as  I   did 
tte  yawning  spaces  at  Crystal 
Palace  for  Sunday's  Perfor- mance Gaines, 

I   wasn't  actually  at  Hea- 
dingley,  you  understand,  or 
Crystal  Palace  for  that  matter, but  Isaw  it  all  on  my  Sony 

I   Nlcam  and,  from  all  accounts, i   so  did  you.  There  are  more 
stay-aways  in  sport  these  days 
than  you  can  shake  a   remote 
control  at 

After  years  of  queuing  and 
fightingfor  a   car  park  space 
and  to  avoid  a   spillage  of  boil- 

ing Bovrll.  of  being  barged, 
abused,  rained  on,  spat  on, 
overcharged  and  messed 
about  by  jobsworth  gatemen, 
Joseph  Public,  looking  as 

glum  as  Schopenhauer  when 
the  milkman  hasn't  come,  has 
picked  up  his  Thermos  and 
sandwiches  and  headed  for 
the  great  indoors.  The  hot 
ticket  is  fob  22  Acacia  Avenue. 

An  Englishman’s  home  is 
his  audi-visual  centre  and  this 
is  the  age  of  BSkyB,  cable  and 

net,  with  pay-to-view  and 
digital  television  just  a 
commercial  break  away.  Any- one who  has  attended  major 

sporting  occasions  knows 
very  well  that  you  see  every- 

thing much  better  on  the  box. 

You  attend  an  event  to  feel  the 
atmosphere  and  then  pop 
home  to  see  what  actually 

happened. I   once  followed  the  Tour  de 
France  far  a   week  but  it  was 

only  when  1   got  home  to  Chan- nel 4’s  excellent  coverage  that 
I   discovered  what  had  really 

been  going  on  behind  the I   woosh  of  colour  and  the  whiff 

of  garlic  and  Gauloises. But  there  is,  perhaps,  an- 
other reason  beyond  TV,  the 

!   increasing  number  of  events 
and  spiralling  ticket  prices. 
Could  it  be  something  to  do 

i   with  the  drabness  of  our 

sportsmen?  Botham  and  Man- sell have  gone  and  today  we 
haw  Henman  HiU-  t   know 

people  who  watch  England  at cricket  and  football  so  they 
can  be  entertained  by  the 

opposition. 
When  rt  comes  to  declining 

attendances  football  appears 
to  be  the  exception-  Chelsea 
attracted  crowds  of 10,000  and 
14.000  to  Exeter  and  Swindon 
recently— 'and  these  were 

only  friendlies. There  were 23,000  at  Wolves 
for  a   similar  klck-abont  with 
Ruud  Gullits  side  while  Sun- 

day’s Charity  Shield  match  be- 
tween the  Unifieds  ofNewcas- 

tle  and  Manchester  brought  in 
78.000.  But  there  is  a   League  of 
Nations  exotica  and  a   flood  of 
•TV  money  which  has  carried 
the  domestic  game  towards  its 

current  boom.  But  where  are 
the  British  players? 

Heroes?  We  don’t  even  have anti-heroes  these  days.  When 

this  heady  young  hack  lied about  his  age  and  first 

marched  to  war  with  a   fistful 
ofBrookeanda  bright  new 
Olivetti,  in  those  dead  days 
when  a   literary  prize  felt  more 
important  than  a   Lottery 

prize,  there  were  men  around 
like  George  Best  and  John 
Snow.  Proper,  world-class 

rebels.  These  days  we’re  stuck with  foe  likes  of  Vinnie  Jones 

Ph  n   TuflaeP 

There  was  a   sad  little  inter- view with  Tufnell  over  the 
weekend-  This  is  the  finest 
spin  bowler  intoe  country  but 

he  cannot  get  in  England’s  or- dinary side.  The  trouble  with 
Tufnell  is  he  is  less  role-model 

than  roU-your-own  model.  A 
fag  is  always  there,  os  with Amiy  Caim,  and  he  has  the  .. 
clever-urchin  looks  of  one  of 

ffa gin’s  young  pickpockets.  To 

err  is  human,  to  forgive  div- 

ine, and  this  cricketer  has  dis- covered that  the  selectors  are 
only  human. 

In  the  piece  Tufhell  tells  us he  has  changed.  He  is  30  now, has  a   new  wife  and,  he  says, 

spends  more  time  at  the  gar- den centre  among  the  petu- nias than  he  does  at  the  pub. 
WfruiMs  that  he  has  calmed 

down,  gees  up  the  lads  In  the 
dressing-room  and  would  be 

pood  at  man-management  be-
 

cause 1   know  what  it's  like  to 

be  an  awkward  50d
". Well,  sorry  Tuffcrs,  but  I 

find  It  hard  to  believe.  At  30 

one  te  beyond  fundamental change.  We  are  nil  character 

actors,  as  Wells  had  it  inTono Bungay.  We  all  collect  baggage 

as  we  move  through  life  but 

Tufnell' s   Detsey  and  Samson- 
ite ore  so  swollen  he  can 

barely  lift  them  off  the 

.   carousel.  .   . 

I   But  the  shape  and  colour  of 

sport  can  change,  and  it  has. 

And  in  many  arenas  it’s turned  grey  and  uninviting. 
But  I   do  hope  to  see  you  again 

soon.  In  the  meantime  a   post- card would  be  nice. 

Soccer 

Leeds 

along 
Sharpe 
shock 
Michael  Walker 

seesa£4.5m  soldier 

In  Wilkinson’s  new 
model  army  sign  up 

LEEDS  United’S  rolling 
rebuilding  continued 
yesterday  when  Lee 

Sharpe  formally  put  pen  to 
paper  in  front  of  a   small  gath- 

ering at  Elland  Road:  the  25- 
year-old  midfielder  was 
bought  from  Manchester 
United  over  the  weekend  for 

£15  million  and  has  signed  a 
four-year  contract 

The  signing  was  low-key 
without  even  a   hint  of  an  El- 

vis impersonation  from 
Sharpe  as  he  was  introduced 
to  the  news  media  and  about 
150  fans.  Given  the  hype  and 
the  multitudes  that  turned 
out  for  Alan  Shearer  last 

week,  only  for  Newcastle  to 
be  humiliated  at  Wembley,  it  . 
was  probably  a   good  thing.  Or 
perhaps  English  football  is  so 
rich  at  the  moment  that  a   £45  j 
million  fee  no  longer  causes  a 
stir. 

That,  however,  should  not  < 

detract  from  the  possible  im- 1 
portance  of  the  signing  for  i 
both  Leeds  and  the  player: 
Sharpe  is  hoping  the  move 
will  bring  a   return  of  toe  at- 

tacking verve  that  earned 
him  the  last  of  his  eight  caps 
two  years  ago.  while  Howard 
Wilkinson  has  captured  a 
player  capable  of  exerting  in- 

fluence on  the  left  of  his 
restructured  midfield. 

Having  lost  the  *’Gary” element  of  that  area  —   Speed 
to  Everton  and  McAllister  to 
Coventry  —   Wilkinson  has 
found  the  “Lee"  factor  in  the 
shape  of  Bowyer  of  Charlton 
Athletic  and  now  Sharpe. 
With  Nigel  Martyn  from 

Motor  Racing 

Today  Elland  Road,  tomorrow  England  . .   .Lee  Sharpe  arrives  at  Leeds  where  he  hopes  to  leap  back  into  international  reckoning  michael  steele 

Crystal  Palace  and  Ian  Rush 
from  Liverpool  already  on  the 
books  —   and  the  chairman 

Bill  Fotherby  saying  “More 

signings  are  a   certainty”  — Leeds  will  soon  be  fielding  a 
significantly  different  side 
from  last  season. 
According  to  Wilkinson, 

still  admirably  dour  with  the  , 
news  media,  the  new  faces 

have  already  given  the  dress- 
ing-room a   lift  "At  the  end  of 

last  season,"  he  said.  “It  was 

certainly  not  the  happiest*' Carlton  Palmer  has  been 

made  dub  captain  —   “The responsibility  will  do  him 
good"  —   and  Rush  team 
captain. 

"He  has  surprised  me.”  Wil- 1 
klnson  said  of  Rush's  work 
pre-season,  before  identifying  , 

the  Welshman's  qualities. "He’s  modest  determined  and 

ruthless ...  on  toe  pitch." 
Rush  has  played  in  all 

Leeds's  pre-season  games 
while  several  other  players 
"have  come  back  looking  bet- 

ter than  they  have  for  two  or 
three  years".  Added  to  that 
"Lee  Bowyer  is  a   better; 
player  than  I   thought  he 

was." 

Wilkinson  is  not  counting 
his  chickens,  though,  and  he 
emphasised  the  length  of  time 
it  takes  for  a   team  to  develop 
character  and  its  own  person- , 
alify:  “A  lot  of  that  depends 
on  playing  real,  hard ; 

matches,  not  friendlies,  I'm  j still  not  content  with  toe 

squad  I’ve  got  otherwise  Td  I 
not  be  chasing  more  players."  | 

And  he  has  the  money:  the 
successful  taking  over  of  the 
club  by  the  Caspian  Group  j 

has  brought  an  injection  of 
funds  that  has  enabled  Wil- 

kinson to  spend  £9.35  million 
so  far  this  summer  and,  hav- 

ing recouped  £7  million  on 
Speed  and  McAllister,  be  has 
about  £10  million  left  of  the 
reported  £12  million available. 

He  will  emphatically  not  be 

spending  most  of  that  on  Tre- 

vor Sinclair  of  QPR.  "I’ve spoken  to  Ray  Wilkins  about 

players  —   with  an  S   —   but  I 
couldn't  and  1   wouldn’t  spend 
£8  million  on  that  particular 

player."  Wilkinson  confessed 
to  “actively  pursuing"  others 
but  of  course,  names  were 
not  mentioned. 

One  player  toe  Leeds  man- 
ager did  feel  happy  to  com- 
ment upon  was  his  latest  ac- 

quisition. Sharpe,  Wilkinson 

said,  has  been  bought  “to  do what  he  does  best  which.  I 
think.  Is  create  problems  for 

Opponents  on  toe  left. 
“I  don’t  think  Pm  buying  an 

unknown  quantity  here:  his 

pedigree  is  without  question. 
Glenn  Hoddle  phoned  me  last 
week  and  complained  about 
the  dearth  of  left-sided  play- 

ers in  the  country.  1   said  to 

Lee,  slightly  tongue-in-cheek. Til  phone  Glenn  and  say  we 
might  have  solved  bis  prob- 

lem.' Lee  Sharpe  has  come  to 

Leeds  feeling  he’s  got  some- 

thing to  prove." 
Sharpe  agreed  with  that 

and  emphasised  his  determi- 

nation to  return  to  England 

reckoning.  He  described  leav- ing Old  Trafford  after  eight 

years  as  "a  weird  experience” but  knew  his  opportunities 
there  were  likely  to  be  in- 

creasingly limited. 
"My  chances  of  regular 

first-team  football  were  get- 

ting a   bit  harder.  I   went  to  see 
i   the  manager  [Ales  Ferguson] 

on  Thursday.  He  told  me  that 
be  didn't  want  me  to  go.  so  I 

was  preparing  for  a   season  of ha  tiling  to  get  into  the  first 
team. 

“Then  I   spoke  to  Mr  Wilkin- 
son and  I   bad  a   got  feeling.  It 

didn’t  take  me  long  to  make 

my  decision.  Tm  still  ambi- tious, there's  a   World  Cup  in 
two  years  and  I   want  to  be 

part  of  it" 

Williams  shuns 
duel  control 

and  team  orders 
Alan  Henry  on  the 

thrilling  match-race 
building  up  between 
Hill  and  Villeneuve 

tt  BB%AMON  and  Jacques 
[■have  been  told  quite ■■to  specifically  that  the 

onfy  tlMTn  orders  are  not  to 
take  each  other  off  the  circuit 
Apart  from  that,  they  are  free 

to  get  on  with  it" 

Those  words  from  a   Wil- 
liams insider  —   just  prim:  to 

Yllleneuve’s  split-second  vic- 
tory over  his  team-mate  Hill 

in  Sunday’s  Hungarian  Grand 
Prix —have  cleared  toe  decks 
for  what  promises  to  be  a 

thrilling  no-holds-barred match-race  for  the  world 

championship  over  toe  sea- son’s remaining  four  races. 
Without  the  Williams  pair 

battling  each  other  there would  be  little  in  the  way  of 

close  racing,  given  the  rela- tive uncompetitiveness  of 
their  main  rivals.  And,  while 

HQ1  unquestionably  remains the  favourite  as  the  slightly 

fester  man,  the  Briton's  17- point  lead  over  the  French Canadian  is  by  no  means 

impregnable. It  would  take  only  another 

couple  of  bad  starts  —   or  an- other mechanical  failure  —   to 

stymie  Hill's  title  hopes  and 
allow  Villeneuve  to  make  his- 

tory as  the  first  Formula  One 
driver  to  win  the  champion- 

ship in  his  first  season. 

Frank  Williams*  under- standable reluctance  to  im- 

pose team  orders  is  not  sim- 
ply a   matter  of  contractual 

obligation  —   both  Hill  and Villeneuve  enjoy  equal  status 
—   but  a   reQectUm-of  his  pas- 

sionate belief  that  his  drivers 
are  entitled  to  race  each  other 

,   with  the  same  zeal  they  de- 

ploy against  those  from  other 
teams. 

Cruelly,  however,  this  even- 
handed  strategy  has  worked 
against  Williams  in  toe  past 
hi  1988  Nigel  Mansell  and  Nel- 

son Piquet  were  allowed  to 

take  championship  points  off 
each  other  throughout  a 
close-fought  season.  But, 

when  Mansell  suffered  a   spec- 
tacular 190mph  tyre  burst  in 

the  season’s  final  race  in  Ade- 
laide, and  Piquet  made  a   pre- cautionary pitstop  to  check 

toe  state  of  his  own  rubber, 

the  crown  fell  from  their 
grasp  to  be  scooped  up  by 
McLaren’s  Alain  Prost 

This  PR  debacle  went  down 
badly  with  the  elderly  Honda 
founder  Soichiro  Honda, 

whose  company  provided  the 
Williams  engines  and  who 
had  made  a   special  journey 

from  Japan  to  watch  one  of 
their  drivers  win  the  champi- 

onship. Many  believe  that 
Honda  concluded  Williams 

had  mismanaged  their  strat- 
egy and,  12  months  later,  the Japanese  firm  prematurely 

terminated  the  link. 

By  contrast  there  have  been 
tones  when  drivers  were  con- 

tent to  cede  their  own  ambi- tions and  play  second  fiddle 
to  their  team-mates.  One  of 

those  was  Villeneuve’s  late fetoer  Gilles,  who  dutifully 
sat  in  file  wheeltracks  of  his 

Ferrari  team-mate  Jody 
Scheckter  in  the  1979  Italian 

GP  and  gave  the  South  Afri- can the  unchallenged  victory 

which  guaranteed  him  the title. 

In  those  days  Ferrari’s standing  team  orders  de- manded that  drivers  hold  po- 
sition in  toe  order  they  were 

when  the  cars  assumed  first 
and  second  places  in  toe  race. 

Three  years  later  Gilles  Vil- Ieneuve's  team-mate  Didier 
Pironi  broke  that  rule  to  win 
the  San  Marino  GP. 

•   There  was  a   team  one-two 

in  the  weekend's  IndyCar 
race.  too.  The  former  Lotus  Fi driver  Alex  Zanardi  posted 
the  second  victory  of  his 
rookie  season  by  leading  from 

start  to  finish  of  the  83-lap Miller  200  race  in  Lexington. 

Ohio.  The  29-year-old  Italian, 

driving  a   Reynard-Honda, beat  his  Chip  Ganassi  Racing 
team-mate  Jimmy  Yasser, 
who  currently  leads  toe  Indy- 
Car  points  championship. 

blk>2  co  i1  ,•  ,T , 

Pools  Forecast 

nouuwMHnmv 
1   Aj  n— I   •   West  Ham 

3   Coventry 
«   Oort* 

3   Everton 

•   Mddlnsbrough 
7   Shaft  Wad 
a   Ssndariand 

9   Wimbledon 

v   Leicester 
v   Man  DM 

MATlOmnDB  LEAGUE 

FIRST  DIVISION 
to  Bradford  C   v 

is  Huddersfield 

13  Norwich 
1«  OHflMHa 
IS  PortVnle 
to  OPR 
IT  Roadmg 
IB  anmhSHil 
IB  West  bom 

SECOND  DIVISION 

30  MwihpeBl 
21  Bournemouth 

v   Portsmouth 

v   WoIvm v   GlartM 

v   Swindon 
»   Sarita 

v   Oxford 
v   ShatfUM 
v   Tranmore 
lr  Barnsley 

«   Chesterfield 

v   Peterborough 

v   Brentford 

2S  baton 

as  Notts  co 

TTNRD  DN0WN 
SI  Brighton aa  Cmnm- 

33  Crichaatar 
34  Doonastar 
30  Fulham 

36  Hun 37  L   Orient 

v   Stockport 
v   Bristol  C 
t   Bviuilj 
ir  Wrox  ham 

v   Proaton 

v   York 
v   Rotherham 

v   Bamat v   Hartlepool 

«   Sawtharpe 

v   Exeter 
v   CanSff 

BCU-S  SCOTTISH  PfUBIIBf  DIVISION 

40  CafSo  v   RalthRvrs  1 
41  ttotoUH  *   Wbwtfai  a 
43  Dunfermline  v   ISegtri  2 

43  Hearts  v   Kilmarnock  1 

SCOTTISH  FIRST  MVtSfON 

43  East  Fife  v   BtMkraa 
4B  Mrirtan  v   Ctydabank 
47  Perth*  v   Doadaa 

48  SI  Iiikmf ~mn  v   FaUdrtr 
46  Parana  A   v   Airdrkt 
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Blackburn  step 

up  pursuit of£3.5m  Elliott 

BLACKBURN  were  yes- terday close  to  complet- 
ing their  first  big-money 

signing  of  the  summer  after 
reopening  the  transfer 
gangway  with  Newcastle 
for  the  £3.5  million-rated 
Robbie  Elliott. 
The  versatile  England 

Under-2i  international  was 
scheduled  to  have  talks 

with  Blackburn's  manager 
Ray  Harford,  followed  by  a 
medical  at  Ewood  Pax*, 
with  the  Lancashire  club 
intent  on  making  their  first 
investment  from  the  £15 
million  they  received  from 
selling  Alan  Shearer. 

Elliott,  22,  would  appear 
a   timely  acquisition  with 
Rovers’  Injury  list  mount- 

ing before  they  open  their 
Premiership  season  against 
Tottenham  on  Saturday. 
The  Newcastle-born 

player  is  believed  to  have 
also  Interested  Brace  Rioch 

before  yesterday’s  up- heaval at  Arsen  aL 
Ivano  Bonetti  has  issued 

a   High  Court  writ  against 
Grimsby  and  their  manager 
Brian  Laws  as  he  seeks  sub- 

stantial damagtxi  after  the 
dressing-room  incident  at 
Luton  Last  February  that 
left  the  Italian  with  a   bro- 

ken cheekbone. 
The  winger,  who  last 

week  joined  Tranmere,  has 
so  far  undergone  two  oper- 

ations and  is  likely  to 
require  farther  surgery  to 
remove  a   damaged  nerve. 

in  May  the  FA  charged 

Laws  with  misconduct  over  1 
the  incident  but  the  hear- 

ing was  postponed  pending 
the  outcome  of  Bonetti’s  I 
civil  case. 

Sport  in  brief  Results 

Rugby  Union 
South  Africa  yesterday 

dropped  the  full-back  James 
Small  from  the  side  to  face 
New  Zealand  on  Saturday 
after  reports  of  late-night  par- 

tying. But  they  picked  the 
hooker  Henry  Tramp,  who 
was  jailed  for  assault  in  1993 
after  a   black  employee  died 
from  a   beating. 
Mark  Ireland,  toe  former 

Nottingham  hooker,  was 

jailed  for  two  months  at  Staf- 
ford yesterday  for  breaking 

an  opponent's  jaw  during  a 
dub  match-  Ireland,  now  with 
Morley,  pleaded  guilty  to  as- 

saulting the  Stourbridge  lock 
Jon  Taylor  in  retaliation  for  a 
high  tackle  on  a   team-mate. . 
Bowls 
Ireland’s  Margaret  Johnston  , 
suffered  a   second  successive  | 

I   setback  in  her  defence  of  the  . 

!   world  singles  title  yesterday 
when  she  lost  out  to  Zimba- 

bwe’s Cora  Howard-Williams 
24-25  at  Leamington  Spa. 

Scotland's  Joyce  Lindores 
emerged  as  toe  only  unbeaten 
woman  in -the  singles  champi- 

onship after  she  edged  out 

Kenya's  Maureen  Burns  25-24 
in  a   tense  battle  in  the afternoon. 

Cricket 

Australia's  captain  Mark 
Taylor  has  withdrawn  from 

this  month's  tour  to  Sri 
Lanka  so  that  he  can  have 
surgery  on  a   back  injury. 

Rugby  League 
A   cup  game  between  between 

two  of  Papua  New  Guinea's 
leading  teams,  Gorofca  La- 
hanis  and  Kundiawa  War- 

riors, was  abandoned  with 
the  score  at  14-14  after  fans 

rioted. 

Rugby  League 
OPIUS  CUP;  Parramatta  18,  Mawcastta  m 
Golf 

US  FOB  CHAMPIONSMP  (Uwttvllla. 

Kentucky):  Final  ac-oraa  (US  unless 
rtaurtV.  377  M   Brooka  88,  70.  89.  TO:  K 

Perry  68.  72.  71.  88  (Brooks  hot  on  drat 
wire  hole).  27S  T   ToUae  SB.  71.  71, 67: 8 

EWngton  |Aua)  67. 74. 67. 7a  STB  J   Leon- 
*rd  71. 66.  72. 70:  J   Parnavik  (Swat  73. 67. 
88.  70:  V   Singh  (HJ1)  B6.  89.  BB.  72.  380  f 

60.  72:  P   Mlckalaon  67.  67.  74.  72.  XS1  J 
Stadeter  71  72.  6Bi  67;  T   Lehman  71.  71. 

1   88.  TO;  M   B risky  71.  0B.  6#,  72.  D1  T 
IVamon  68,  71,  73.  6ft  B   Faxon  71  68.  73. 
89  DA  vrefbrtng  71. 73.71. 87;  J   Furyk  70. 
70,  73.  69:  D   Ed  wants  6a  71.  72.  7ft  Q 
Norman  lAira)  88. 72.  SB.  73c  R   Cochran  08. 
72.  66.  77.  MS  E   Autray  69.  74,  72. 6ft  M 

A   Jimenez  (Sp>  71.  71.  71.  70.  384  S 
SWriw  73. 72. 72.  67;  F   Funk  73. 6ft  71 69; 

HI  O'Meara  71.  71  74.  69;  C   Parin  71.  74, 

70.  69;  C   Strange  73.  70.  B8,  73.  SBB  P 
Aztoger  70.  75,  71,  ».  M   Bradley  71  72. 

70, 70;  P   Stake  71. 72.  aa  7ft  T   Herron  71. 

71  Ba  7ft  J   Haas  73.  71.  69,  73  SBB  I 

Woosnom  (OS)  68. 72.  78.  71;  FZoeBar  78.' 67. 72. 71;  M   Calcavecdila  70. 74. 70. 72:  D 

Ogrtn  76.  7ft  68.  73:  R   Media's  71.  71  87. 
71  287  F   Couples  61  74.  71.  74.  □   Duval 
74.  69.  73.  71;  G   Morgan  72,  72,  72.  71;  J 

Shan  an  73. 72. 72, 71:  G   Day  72. 71 7ft  72; 
J   Mora*  74.  69.  72.  72.  388  J   Coo*  6ft  75, 

74. 7ft  P   Stankowaki  70. 75. 71.  7ft  P   Black- mar  71.  74.  71.  7ft  S   McCarran  01  72.  74. 
73:  B   Watts  70.  71.  71.  71  388  B   Boytf  71. 
71.  75.  72;  C   Rocca  (h)  72.  72.  73.  7ft  J 
Gallagher  Jnr  73.  70.  74.  72;  L   Pinker  72. 

73.  71.  71-  A   Cejka  [Gar)  71.  74.  72.  7ft -j 
Adams  72.  71.  75.  71;  N   Lancaster  71.  72. 
79.  7ft  T   Nokajtma  (Japan)  73.  72. 09,  78:  B 
Uaytair  73.  71.  71.  74.  380  E   08  (SAJ  74, 

69.  79.  69:  M   Wlebe  79.  72.  75.  7ft  S   Hoch 
72.  72.  74.  7ft  0   Foreman  78,  89.  7T.  74. 

3*1  W   Grady  (Aus)  74.  67. 78. 7ft  C   Parry 

(Aua)  72.  73.  75,  71:  N   Faldo  (OBJ  69.  75. 
74.  7ft  W   Wood  7ft  75.  71.  75,  383  V# 
Austin  71  74.  71  7ft  6   Crenshaw  74.  71. 
73, 74;  N   Henke  72. 70. 76, 71 P   Stewart  73, 
7ft  7ft  71  383  P   Goydco  71, 73,  77,  7ft  J 

waggon  73. 70,  76. 74. 3*4  M   Omni  7ft 
to.  75.  74.  295  B   La  offer  [Gar)  73,  73.  7ft 
72.  288  J   Edwards  68.  7G.  75,  77.  S8T  * 

HghaaM  [Jart  72.  72.  80.  7ft  S   Ingraham 71  72. 7S.  77. 288  J   Boevas  74,  71.01  74; M   dark  (GB)  7ft  72. 75. 71 

Tennis 
WORLD  STOSS  (San  Marmoj:  ftaft  A 

Coats  (Sp)  m   F   Manttla  (Sp)  7-e.  e-a. 
Baseball 
AIITOCAM  LSAOinfc  Toronto  0,  Texas  ft 

Now  York  12.  Detroit  a   Chicago  ft  Bartt- 

nwt  ft  Milwaukee  0.  Boston  2:  Caltomia 

6.  Kansas  CHy  &   Oakland  9.  Cleveland  3; 
Seattle  3.  Minnesota  1   Standbiga;  Kasf ene  1.  New  York  fW69.  L47.  PaifO.  GB01: 

2   Baltimore  150-55-  3,  Boston  (57- 

61-  463-731.  4.  Toronto  <KM?5-  4JD-17);  & 

Oelrofl  142-75-  3S9-27X)  Cantrafc  1   Clove- 

I   land  (W71.  L47.  PH602.  G8U):  2.  Chicago 
ft  Minnesota  gw -A88- 

12Q-.  4.  Milwaukee  (55-64-4«2-ia«-.  5. 
Kansas  CRy  (&5-64-/M2-1SQ-  Western  1. 
Texas  (W66.  L52.  Pet  MB,  GB0);  Z   Seattle 

(SW6.-517-6):  3.  Oakland  fSfrSD-.4S6-7*): 

,   4.  Caitforela  (S3*VAS4-12» 
NATKMUU.  LBAOUBi  Montreal  4.  Chi- 

cago 3   (in  10);  PMJadaJphls  5.  Houston  10: 
Ptoeburgh  5,  Ban  Diego  7\  Ondmuitt  5, 
Loo  Angeles  10;  St  Louis  5,  San  Francteoo 

I   ft  Florida  ft  NSW  York  ft  Atlanta  4.  Ccto- 
I   redo  1.  StiwwHngn  Eastern:  1.  Atlanta 

(W71.  LAS,  Pet. 61 2.  GBO);  Z   Montreal  (64- 
1   52-.S62 -7T.  3.  Now  York  [50-63- .471-76J0;  4. 

Florida  (S464-A58-181: 1   PtilladalrtUs  (46- 
70-.4C7-24).  c—trefa  1.  Houston  (W84.  L54, 
PCL64S.  GBO);  2,  St  Loud  $ftSS-.S34-1h  3. 
Ckickinati  (5867-/4980)0;  4,  Chicago  (37- 

58A91-6);  ft  Pittsburgh  (5V67-.432-13). Waatefwr  1 .   San  Diego  (WB5.  L55.  Pct542. 

WOr.  1   Colorado  (61-58J8Z1-aS);  ft  Loa 
Angaiaa  (61-S8JE21-E8);  4.  Ban  Franciaco 
(49-67- .422-14). 

Bowls 
WOMUN-B  WORLD  CSMP8  (Learning. 

1onSpa):ShfllawEB4elfcii— idtSauHito 
POrai  J   Kent  (NZ)  H   M   Sword  tow  (Isr) 

25-22:  J   Ltedoro*  (Scot)  bt  J   Joubart 

(Nani)  25-14;  w   itee  (Eng)  bt  M   LBie  1 
(Zam)  25-22;  a   Anri  ora  no  (Botswana)  bt 
U   Taylor  (Nath)  25-18;  L   TSubna  (FIJI) 
M   U   Burns  (KenJ  25-2S  D   Ptetfwtf  (Cook  1 
latanda)  bt  R   Banarea  (US)  25-20:  M   Vaw-  j 

qusz  (Atq[  bt  N   Iwna0  (MaQ  25-84;  C   I Bo— id  WMona  (2Irn)  bt  M   Johnston 

(Ire)  26-24.  Soettaa  Two:  V   Stead  fj or- 
eey)  bt  C   Anderson  (Koriolk  Wandl  25- 1ft 
R   ilonaE- (Wales)  bi  L   Jamas  tSwy  25-20; 

J   Poanock  (SA)  »   A   Simon  (Guemeeyl  I 25-12:  M   Porter  (Wastere  Samoa)  bl  R 
Paretra  (Sing)  25-19;  A   Wnk  (Can)  tx  A 

Chau  (H?q  25-1 7;  D   Ina  (Sp)  M   N   YoaW- 

moto  (Japan)  25-ft  W   Fong  (Aus)  bt  L   K 
Ota*  (Papua  NS)  25-13.  FM>  Hand: 
Sootfao  Onai  SoaOsad  bt  Kanym  25-24; 
Odok  WteKl  bt  HoKend  25-16:  Now  Zoa- 
taad  m   US  25-14;  NiniBite  bt  Zbnbabwe 
25-17)  Irotend  bt  Argentina  2S-21;  WaUy 

ate  tit  Zambia  25-24;  Unhand  bt  Fid 
as-ift  Bitfrw—.  ta  Israel  26-12.  Setekm 

Tam  Hong  Knag  tx  swozllaiid  26-31; 
Woetora  ttwnoa  M   Japan  2S-19;  JoTOoy 

bTSpaln  25-2%  Watee  M   Papua  NG  25-14; Nook  tatted  bt  Stagapora  2S-T6;  SowNi 

Afrtea  bt  Canada  2£-11 

■and  (N  Shaw.  J   Baker,  G   FTbserald.  M 
Ptlcn)  u   Wind  <P  UacMe,  C   OGtaroan. 

H   Taylor.  P   Nolan]  16-13;  ItfoiNa  U   Ma- 
laysia 26-13:  Soott  Africa  bt  Hong  Kong- 

27-lfi;  SwteBJiid  bt  Holland  35-11;  US  hi 

Kenya  2B-H'  law  bt  Cook  talantts 25-SS(  larari  bt  Scodand  fM  Lealhem.  J 
Format  B   Forsyth,  B   Gourtay)  17-lft  See- 

Dan  Two:  Item  NO  bt  Namftna  17-16; 
AuabaSa  bt  Quransey  (j  fflmon.  J   Martel. 

S   Paul.  J   Nkxdle)  21-6.  Jorsey  (8  K6M.  K 
Horman.  J   Jones,  S   SyvreO  bt  WahK  (A 

Suihartand.  A   Catalan.  J   Wesan,  B   Mar- 

gan)  22-ft  Wostam  Samoa  bt  Argentina 
2840;  Spate  01  India  36-14;  FV  bt  Japan 
25-17;  »ew  TtKntf  bt  Canada  21-11 
Rflfa  rooaA  SecflOR  tee:  Kaaya  bt  Ma- 

laysia 18-14;  Cook  Mtetfo  U   Hoi  Land 
39-22:  Btgtantf  bt  Botswana  22-12:  Imiel 
ta  Zambia  20-ift  imhnJ  bt  Singapore 

71-13:  Ireland  tu  Swaziland  2^-11.  Sootti 
Afrkte  bt  US  26-18.  SteDoa  Taw  tote  M 

Australia  24-17;  Waatem  Samoa  M 
wan  2B-1V,  PVbt  Papua  HQ  29-lft  Cn- 

mta  M   Guernsey  28-1  ft  Hew  Zealand drew  aritti  Norfolk  Island  18-18;  Nteribte 

M   Argentina  25-11;  Write  bt  Spain  24-19. Chess 

BniWI  CSMP  (NatUnoftarn):  Rowd Ptaw  C   Want  H   J   Emms  ft  A   Summera- 

oata  1.  S   AneaU  0.  Roond  s be  Ward  j. 
Sommerecale  O;  Emms  ft  L   Mcsltana  ft  j 
Parker  X.  C   Cobb  ft  A   Martin  ft  M   Fergu- 

son ft  M   Sadler  ft  M   HaMen  ft  a   Lee  1.  s 
Knoe  0.  I   tellwi  ware  5ft'  CoWk  Emms, 

Lee.  Martin.  McShane,  Parker.  Summers- 

cato  4ft. Evening  Racing 
LEICESTER 

i^aiMi.cNMnwuair.a  1 

CoOWteo  (9-3):  S,  CW»  Poarl  (12-1);  *, 

Nortt hhu  Qbf  (20-1).  4-1  Fav  Blue  Hop-  1 
par.  18  ran.  Hd.  e.  (M  Stouts)  Tote  £5  at 
CIjBO.  OM.  67.70.  Dual  F   C4SJ0.  Trio:  H S   I 

won.  CSf:  £64.10.  NR-.  Atutro.  4.11  fas  1 XTByria)!  l,  JimOHT.  B   Doyle  (S-n-  s. 

tenoteg  «or  (14-1);  a,  dom  Fctm 
Shofca  (8-1L  11-4  Fav  Eager  To  Pleaao.  6 

ran.  IX,  S.  ( J   L   Harris)  Tote-  cs.zo;  ti  40 
E2.00.  C250.  teal  F:  630.7ft  CSF:  £57.34 

Trtoaat  CS25A2.  CLOS  (lot  8«4>k  1' 
BANOTT  m,  T   Quinn  (9-1); 

JlWJ  Favfc  3,  Mtatar  WootfSS 

(B-O.  8-2  Jt  Fav  Le  Teteu.  14  ran.  ft  ift  ri 

Bakfejl)  Tote.  £10.30;  £2.90.  ElfiO, 

Dwil  f   £39.70.  Trier  £156.70  _   part  won' 

C«AO.  Triwac  £25856.  NH:  NtetoSS. 
Judge  .7.18  (im  If  218yds):  1,  SHAR- 
PICA1,  O   Duitlekl  15-2  Fa5fcZ«iSid^ 

lfi-1);  3,  OK  Away  With  tt  (8-1)10^ 

Tota:  Eaio-  USO. 

CT.SO.  C2J0.  Dual  F:  £9  60  Trio:  £17 Jo 

CSF:  £1681.  Trtcaac  £95  Q9  ~ 
•yririt  1.  nohow TOTOL  iJE 
OTteB'_M-i  J.  FteK  «.  S—raSS  8SS 

ft  Hriwajr  Melody  (18-1).  4-1 

UomltlQ  Surprian.  13  rail.  5.  ft  |R  HtoteS 

Tote:  £5.80;  t24».  C2J0.  E7.au E1ft30.  Trio:  Cl  13.1a  CSF-  aa  ,sTis 
Clast  183yds*  i.swGznarinL 

■ttSftSfinsSTZ'Et Tote:  tie  7ft  a.40.  Ei.3nTc4.oo  OteTS Trior  s2si«l  csp  cnaos. 
OUADPOTIC5110  PLACSPOnci.322^0 

TMRSK yy  Ura>  t,  jnwo  scsonc,  p   qoo 
(7-4  Fav);  J,  Foray  Parrot  (10-11; MTOMtel Rhapsody  (15-7).  Il  mt  e   ft 
(T  Easterbyt  Tota:  Cift  ti  aq  £2.» 

EftflO,  teal  F;  £18  70.  TrU>  oSg. 
C17.9S.  Trfcaat  £9688.  wt  Aeaobda  Ruier 

*fo  (Jjtfli  t,  JBarr  cutroniL tan  (3-1);  ft  Royal  CcOMta  (8-11^3,  r— * 

f*2,^  Snc‘»  Bed.  a   ran/  ift  3.^n 
Calteghan)  To»  EL80;  £1.50.  £1  m   nia 

teal Fjtt.90.  Trio- £ft2o  CSF:  EMJSo  m! 
coat;  £8786.  NFt  fw.  Pha^SyT  Tbo VA0A8OND  CHAM- 

TtalSft  L   CbArnock  (18*1);  2,  BloOmteo 
Au  untag  (11-4);  S,  (nyf  tri  Or  Muiiii 

ow1!  Fav  Ban.  itraj 

FT  Ettwringion)  Tote  Cll.fift  nj» 

ei.7V.  52.%.  teal  F:  £30  7ft  Trio  £10490' 

.OF.  WOOft  TJM  ft.  SHimS 

HIS,  J   Weaver  (11-10  Fav).  a.  Unri,, 
Ooog  (5-1);  8,  Sbarp  Sensation  |ifr!|f 

11  ran.  Z   ahd.  (M  Johnston)  Tote: 

£130.  USD.  E2.60.  Dual  f:  £4.80.  Trio: 

£24.80.  CSF:  £7.65.  Tricaat  CMm  am 
C^  l,  BAUABOte*  HJUAR.  J   Weaver 
(4-i);  a.  J»rfacn  Dome  (3i-1):  3.  Byfnn taicer  (7-4  Fav).  12  ran.  ift  ift  (M  john- 
atartTote;  QL5ft  £1.80.  £9  SO.  C1.40.  Dual 

f^£»B2pj>1o:  £317.00 -   part  won.  CSF: 

“"("J  5.  unwwy  MB. 
gwtaare(*j):  a.  Bmm  HoaH.  Boy 

(lt^-1);  ̂    Ootoy  (9-4  Fav).  U   ran  Ik. 

shd.  (J  Toller)  Tote  C4. 10;  S2A a   £2.60. 
£IAL  Dual  F   £25.00.  Trio:  CS3.3Q.  CSF: £41.02.  Tricaat  £105.63. 
OUADPOTe  £   14.70  PUCOOD  £47. 10 

Fixtures 
|7.30  unless  stated) 

Soccer 

ta^  COWau  CUP.  Seoontf 

v   Salta;  Brechin  v   hump 

"'tel,  tentfae  w   Dumbanon:  East  F»a  v   St 
Falkirk  v   Albion:  Greenock “Orion  v   Hamilton:  Kilmarnock  v   Ayr. 

twSE'S  I   ̂   (7-45>-  Panc*  w 

22^5^5*  tf  St  Moron  v   Bor- 

"Mc  SttrUng  v   Dundee  Uid 

Alderaiwt  To  v   MiUwaH K.4S).  Altrtocnam  v   HudderaiteW  (7.0): 
teg  A   Rad  v   Leyton  Orient:  Enfield  v 

‘Z-45,;  Northampton  v 

tSSSLP/S'  l   Trannwte 

wy«»nbe  v   Onrungham  (7.45k  Lancaster 

rr .   ’^aW°nr«»ad  «   Woatoatpne 

(7  «5i:  Man  me  v   inter  Milan  (3  JL 

Cricket 

jiffy?  t*°**HT  naan:  ftradllnelai 

^   rr™  Lancaahln.  v   Vorkabwe 

Ovaft  Surrey  »   Ease* 

W HOW  CQ4JNTW  CHAMPIOKSMUta 
•tatararttaldi  Cumberland  v   Button. 

Cricket NatWest  Trophy 

Semi  Finals 

0891  22  88+ Live  Commentary 

Lancs-  38  v   Yorkshire  48 
Suroy  44  v   Essex  33 

^CoBecort  aopArdn  cheap  mu. Wad  other  ttitoa.  SuppOed 
■V  •MS,  16  Mark  Lane,  Leads  LSI Sia.  HetpBnft  0171  T13  4«3 

Spirt 
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Cricket 

SPORTS  NEWS  15 

M 

England  v Pakistan:  second  Test,  final  day  l   a   #■ 

Wigan 
England  selectors  drawn  into  dilemma  three 

to  take 

Rugby  League 

Mike  Sefcrey  a*  Haadlngley 

ONCE  Rnglnnrt  hart 
failed  to  take  the  ini- 

tiative on  the  first 

morning  thin  was  al- 
ways going  to  be  a   difficult 

game  for  them  to  win  and,  as 
expected,

  
it  meandere

d  
to  a 

draw  yesterday.
 

After  batting  themselves  to 
safety  on  the  third  day  and 

Scoreboard 

Baaed  Anwar  c   Mharton  b   Multeity  .   l 
Shartah  KaMr  Uw  b   Caddick       as 
i|u  Ahmed  c   Rmseu  b   Cork  ..      i«l 
Insamam-uf-Haq  c   Aihanon 

b   Multeity   „   2 
SaJJrn  Mai  Hi  b   Cor*   55 

AsH  Mujtaba  e   Tnorpe  b   Cork      SI 

•Waalm  AJcram  c   Russell  b   Caddie  It  7 
■tMoln  Khan  c   Ruaaafl  b   Corti   lOB 
Mushtaq Ahmad c Aiwmb Caddick  ao 
Waqar  Younts  c   &   b   Cor*     T 
Ala-ur -Rahman  not  out            0 
Extras  (04.  IblO.  nblO)   „   24 

Total  (1512  oners)       44B 
Fas  of  wlafceta:  1.  98.  103.  233,  252,  288. 
3B9.  444,  464. 

BoMflng:  Caddhte  402-6-113-3;  Multeity 
41-10-60-2;  Lewis  32-4-100-0;  Cork 
3/-6-113-5;  Thorpe  3- 1-0-0 

*M  A   A   merlon  e   Mote  Khan 
b   WasMi  Abram            42 

A   J   Stewart  e   8   b   Mushtaq  Ahmed  - 170 
n   Hussain  c   &   b   Waqar  Younia     46 
G   P   Thorpe  c   Shadab  Kabtr 

b   Mushiaq  Ahmed     IS 
J   P   Crawley  c   Mote  Khan 

b   Ala-ur-ftetunan  _           _..  H 
N   V   Knight  c   MuaMaq  Ahmad 
b   Waqar  Younia   113 

tfl  C   Russell  b   Wassn  Aicram      9 
C   C   Lewis  b   Mushiaq  Ahmed     S 
D   G   Cor*  c   Shadab  Kabtr 

b   Wasim  Akram       2S 
A   R   Caddie*  b   Waqar  Younts         4 
A   0   MuNaHy  not  out          8 
Erlras  (b7,  Ib23.  nbSl..  .             32 

Total  (156  5   overs)          SOI 
FaB  of  eMric  14.  12 1.  168.  257.  385. 
402.441.  466.  471. 

OowBww.  Wasim  AAixm  315-16- 106-3; 
Waqar  Younia  33-7-127-3;  Ata-ur-Rahman 
22-1-60-1;  Mushiaq  Ahmed  55-17-142-1 
As  11  Muiteba  7— 5-6-0. 

Saeed  Anwar  c   Russell  b   Cor*      22 
Shadab  KaMr  c   &   b   Lewis     —   2 

Ma;  Ahmed  c   Russell  b   Caddick  ,   _.  52 
iruama/TMil-Haq  c   Slew  art  0   Caddie*  SS 
Salim  Malik  c   Cork  b   Caddie*  — —   6 

As rt  Uujtaba  run  out       26 

'Waalm  Akram  Ibw  b   Atherton  —   7 
tMom  Khan  not  out       30 
Mushtaq  Ahmed  not  out       8 
Extras  {t>4.  1012.  nblO)     —   26 

Total  (lor  7   dec.  81  overs)   —   242 
FaB  of  wiefcataa  16.  34.  132.  M2.  188.  201. 
221. 

DM  not  bub  Waqar  Younls.  Ata-ur- 

Bowlinp:  Mull  ally  15-2-43-0;  Lewis 
16-3-52-1;  Caddie*  17-4-52-3.  Cork 

16-2-49-1,  Thorpe  10-6-10-0;-  Atherton 7-1-20-1. 

Ihwplreei  S   A   Buckner  and  0   RGMptWd. 
Mutch  drawn. 

Ptebha  bad  wriw  im. 

then  into  the  lead  on  Sunday 
they  still  had  the  vaguest  of 
chances  yesterday  bat  victory 
depended  on  some  incisive 
bowling.  Although  the  seam- 
ers.  In  particular  Andrew 
Caddick  and  Dominic  Cork, 
operated  effectively  Pakistan 
were  never  in  any  real  danger 
of  collapse  and  with  half-cen- 

turies from  Qaz  Ahmed  and 
fagamam-nl-Haq.  reached  24? 
for  seven  —   a   lead  of  196  — 
when  Wasim  Akram  declared 
and  the  tea  me  called  it  a   day. 

There  is  something  vaguely 
familiar  about  the  way  this 
series  Is  panning  out  Two 
years  ago  South  Africa  won 
the  first  Test  at  Lord’s  and 
then  played  out  a   draw  at 
Leeds.  At  The  Oval  Devon 
Malcolm  produced  one  ctf  the 
most  destructive  spells  of 
Test-match  bowling  to  level 
the  series.  England  are  now 
required  to  repeat  that  win  to 
share  the  spoils  in  this  series. 
Although  re-laying  this 

pitch  strangled  the  life  out  of 
it  making  batting  easier  than 
anticipated,  much  fell  into 

place  during  this  game.  Stew- 
art’s century  which  brought 

him  the  Man  of  the  Match- 
award  showed  that  his  feet 
are  moving  him  into  position 
better  than  at  any  time  over 
the  past  two  years,  while  the 
vitality  and  confidence  shown 
by  Nick  Knight  and  John 
Crawley  was  a   revelation. 
The  selectors  have  a   di- 

lemma on  their  hands,  how- 
ever. If  they  are  to  have  a 

chance  of  winning  at  The 

Oval,  they  need  all  the  bowl- 
ing they  can  get  If  a   batsman 

has  to  drop  out  it  will  be 
Crawley  or  Knight  and  by  no 
means  is  it  clear-cut  that  the 
latter  would  retain  his  place 
purely  on  the  basis  that  he 
had  made  a   century. 

Certainly  his  left-handed- 
ness helped  to  counter  the 

threat  of  Waqar  Younis  in 
particular  but  there  is  a   belief 
that  Crawley  is  the  only  bats- 

man in  the  England  side  who 

can  read  Mushtaq’s  leg  spin. 
Nor  will  the  performance  of 

the  bowlers  here  have  made 

selection  any  easier.  Yester- 
day Cork  bowled  his  best 

spell  of  the  match  up  the  hill 
from  the  Football  Stand  end, 
gaining  some  rhythm  and  late 
movement,  and  he  collected 
the  wicket  of  Saeed  Anwar, 
caught  behind  off  his  second 
delivery.  But  with  Darren 

Gough  fluri,  maybe.  Malcolm 
waiting  in  toe  wings,  Caddick 
did  most  to  stake  a   claim  for 
the  next  match,  striding 

stiffly  down  the  slope  and  tak- 
ing the  wickets  of  Inzamam. 

Salim  Malik  and  Ijaz  at  a   cost 

of  52  runs.  His  bounce  and  oc- 
casional hostility  on  a   docile 

pitch  would  be  amplified  by  1 the  surface  at  The  Oval. 
Lewis  is  the  most  likely  to  be 
rejected. 
.One  player  who  is  certain 

not  to  be  relied  upon  as  a 
front-line  bowler  is  toe  Eng- 

land captain,  although  when 
toe  game  was  entering  its 
death  throes  Atherton  tugged 

off  his  cap  and  bowled  seven 
overs  of  respectable  leg  spin. 
Given  toe  state  of  his  back, 

bowling  is  low  on  his  list  of 
priorities;  he  had  not  turned 
his  arm  over  in  a   Test  match 
since  Sydney  in  1991. 

One  wicket  for  282  had  been 

his  career  figures  before  yes- 
terday and  one  good  clump 

would  have  lifted  him  .ahead 

of  the  Sri  Lankan  Wijesuriya  - for  the  worst  average  in  Test 

flotatior  County  championship:  Glamorgan  v   Leicestershire 

Foxes  confounded  by  last  pair 

history.  But  Wasim  offered  no 
stroke  to  toe  most  gentle  of 

leg-breaks  and  after  long  de- 
liberation was  given  out  leg- 

before  by  Steve  Bucknor. Inzaman’s  was  the  innings 
of  the  day,  a   knock  played  in 

much  the  same  languid  man- ner of  those  that  had  graced 

Lord's.  At  times  he  lived  dan- 
gerously, such  as  when  he 

spliced  Caddick  over  the 
slips,  but  some  thunderous 
strokes  brought  him  nine 
boundaries,  including  a   hook 

off  Caddick  that  almost  de- 

Scoreboard 

Britannic  Amines 

County  Championship 
(Final  day) 

feated  the  eye.  In  toe  same 

over,  however,  he  top-edged 
an  attempted  cut  to  Stewart  at 
third  man. 
The  last  day  had  been 

watched  by  a   small  gathering 
and  it  provided  a   contrast  to 
the  drunken  debacle  of  the 
weekend  when  the  behaviour 
of  toe  Western  Terrace  once 
more  put  in  jeopardy  toe 
future  of  international  cricket 
here. 
Limiting  the  amount  erf  al- 

cohol that  can  be  brought  into 

the  ground  is  only  a   part  solu- 

auusonoAN w   ukestershms 
tow— «   Glamorgan  (9pta)  drew  with Leicestershire  (llpcsi. 

LBdSTERSHDtEi  First  Innings  538  (B  F 

Smite  190.  P   V   Simmons  82;  Cottoy  4-49). 

OUUMMOMI:  Rrst  Innings  433  (P  A   Cot- 
tey  203.  0   D   Gibson  97;  Simmons  5-62). 

County  Table 

David  Foot  at  Swansea 

ALL  of  that  intensive 
bonding  by  Leicester- 

shire, appearing  to  the 

wide-eyed  St  Helen’s  specta- 
tors as  if  it  verged  on  reli- 
gious fervour,  was  ultimately 

in  vain  as  Glamorgan's  last 
pair  held  out  for  a   draw  In 
this  absorbing  example  of 
last-day  cricket. 

Glamorgan  had  been  chal- 
lenged to  score  335  in  86 

overs.  With  eight  balls  left, 
Gibson,  who  had  batted  so 

i   well  for  a   second  time  In  this 
match  —   let  us  politely  forget 

his  bowling,  which  theoreti- 
cally is  more  crucial  to  him  as  j 

he  hopes  for  a   new  contract —   | 
|   was  bowled  by  Macmillan. , 
,   That  left  only  Metson  and 
Kendrick,  with  a   strapped 
hand.  Glamorgan  finished  on 
299  for  nine. 

Yet  at  one  stage  Leicester- 
shire. so  astutely  captained 

by  Simmons,  had  looked  in ; 

danger  of  losing.  Morris  was  ' sixth  out  after  four  hours  of 
controlled  and  calculated  bat- 

ting. His  106,  with  17  bound- ' 

aides,  was  his  fourth  hundred 
of  the  season.  Only  Alan 
Jones  has  scored  more  in 
total  for  the  county. 

The  11  points  Leicester- 

shire took  from  this  matrh put  them  a   single  point  be- 
hind Surrey  at  the  top  of  toe 

table.  Their  slow  bowlers. 

Brimson.  Pierson  and  Mac- 
millan. ah  found  consistent 

spin  —   and  wickets  —   in  this 
swaying  contest 

By  the  end  they  had  every 
fielder  round  the  bat  They 

played  like  impassioned  sib- . 
lings,  chorusing  their  regular  I 

Sussex  v   Derbyshire 

Malcolm  strikes  to  set  off  home  thoughts  of  a   title 

Paul  Weaver  at  How* 

WHEN  Sussex  beat  York- shire. in  the  most  excit- 
ing circumstances,  at  East- 

bourne 10  days  ago  one 

spectator  described  the  ex- 
perience as  “like  watching 

a   penalty  shoot-out  for  four 
hours’*.  There  was  the 
faintest  chance  here  that 

the  home  side  might  pro- 
duce another  outrageous 

win  until  four  quick  wick- 
ets gave  Derbyshire  a   47- 

run  victory. 

It  put  the  visitors,  whose 
solitary  championship 

came  60  years  ago.  Joint 
fourth  In  the  table  with 
four  of  their  five  remaining 
matches,  which  are  all 

against  moderate  opposi- tion. at  home. 
Sussex  resumed  on  91  for 

two  chasing  276  for  victory. 
A   clatter  of  early  wickets 
made  this  most  unlikely. 
Wells  was  out  first  ball  and 
one  run  later  Speight  was 
bowled  for  a   single.  Then  i 
Salisbury  was  caught  at 
cover;  96  for  five  and  three  I 
wickets  In  15  balls.  , 

Law  looked  Just  as  vul- 
nerable but  his  two  edges 

went  for  four  and  he  was 

eventually  sixth  out  for  a 
rapid  31,  at  144.  Then  Peter 
Moores,  supported  by  Keith 
Newell,  launched  such  an 
attack  on  Malcolm,  who 
took  another  five  wickets 
for  match  figures  of  10  for 
215,  that  his  50  came  In  31 
balls,  with  five  fours  and two  sixes. 

At  lunch  Sussex  were  208 
for  six  and  a   very  steamed 

np  Malcolm’s  last  fonr overs  had  gone  for  48.  But 
the  interval  was  badly 
timed  for  Sussex.  Newell 
was  out  lbw  first  ball  when 

play  restarted  to -trigger  the  . 
second  collapse  of  the  day. 

appeals,  superstitiously  swop- 
ping caps,  going  in  and  out  of little  arcane  circles  as  one 

Glamorgan  batsman  after  an- other walked  off 

Over  the  first  29  overs  Gla- 
morgan had  scored  without 

loss  and  their  daunting  target 
was  looking  less  inaccessible. 
Then  James  was  leg-before  to 
Simmons;  after  that  a   succes- 

sion of  home  players  trifled 
with  native  affection  when 
not  taking  on  the  spinners. 
Maynard  was  shaping  like  toe 
most  mature  of  batsmen  be- , 

fore  he  needlessly  charged,  to  1 
be  stumped.  Cottey,  the  < 
double-century  maker,  was 
this  time  out  as  he  swung  in- 

elegantly. Butcher  was  bril- liantly run  out  by  Habib; 
Croft  went  at  extra  cover. 

Leicestershire  had  declared 
at  231  for  seven.  Of  toe  four 
wickets  that  foil  in  the  morn- 

ing three  went  to  Croft,  giving 
him  four  for  47  and  a   justifi- 

ably approving  word  from  toe 
Test  selector  David  Graveney. 

Swansea  would  never  com- 
plain if  the  matches  here, 

which  are  on  the  decline, 
contained  such  competitive 
drama.  Glamorgan  even 
viewed  at  one  stage  a   third 
win  in  a   row.  And  finally  one 

comes  back  to  Leicester- 
shire's demonstration  of 

bonding.  It  seems  a   pity  that 
one  of  their  players  confided: 
“This  all  started  early  in  the 
season  when  we  got  together 

to  keep  warm." 

SmMUiteiVnm  Hampshire  (Kfttfs)  bool 

Gloucestershire  f4pta]  by  63  runs. 
HAHKMRK  Rrst  toning*  IBS  (M  Keech 

55;  Wateti  S-34). GLOUCESTERSHIRE:  Fir*  Innings  164 

(D  R   Hawflon  87;  Connor  9-38). HAMPSHIRE:  Second  Innings  356  (R  A 

Smith  77.  W   S   Kendall  63.  M   Keech  61.  K   D 

James  SO;  Alleyne  *-66). 

Second  Inntoga  (overrwgftc  27-0) D   R   Hewson  b   Maru   68 
M   G   N   windows  c   Udal  b   Jamas   38 

A   Symonds  at  Aymea  b   Maru     SO 
T   H   C   Hancock  b   Maru      . 9 
M   A   Lynch  e   4   b   udal     is 
MW  AlleynelbwbUdal   45 
fR  C   J   Williams  run  out       -   1 
*C  A   Walsh  c   Site  b   Udal      O 

RP  Davis  not  out   *T 
UCJ  Ban  tew  b   Udal     o 
J   Lewis  c   Keech  b   Udal     6 
Extras  Cb7.  te4.  wl,  nM)   18 

Total  L1145  owe)   SIB 
Fall  a *   wickets:  64.  168;  202.  205.  248. 

253.  253.  271.  277. Bowteig:  Connor  24-3-95-0;  Stephenson 
12-1-43-0;  Udal  30.5-7-62-5;  Maru 

33-17-50-3;  Jamal  15-6-33-1. 
Umpires:  J   C   Bakterstone  and  P   WUley. 

tecand  Malaga  (overnight  141-3) B   F   Smith  run  out    —     33 
A   Habib  lbw  b   CnXi     XS 
"P  V   Simmons  c   Sub  b   Croft       34 

TP  A   Nfaum  not  out       .....  27 
D   J   MlUns  c   Evans  b   Croft     11 
G   J   Parsons  not  out       8 

Extras  fb4.  B>7.  art.  nb2)       14 

Total  pot  7   dec.  46  overs)     231 
Fa*  eontt  14,  66.  99.  151. 161.  200.  220 

BowOngi  Gibson  11-0— 7B—0,  Thomas 9-0-51-2;  Croll  17-2-47-4;  Bulcher 
2-0-16-0;  Coney  7-0-22-0;  Maynard 
2-0-6-a 

11  1   5 
13  0   9 
in  brackets 

L   Q   Bt  Bl  Pta 
1   5   37  44  1   92 

1   5   39  41  191 
2   4   41  38  IBS 
1   5   35  39  185 

2   4   38  39  185 

4   2   37  38  177 5   2   23  42  1S1 

5   2   23  39  148 4   2   25  36  148 
4   3   23  42  138 

4   3   35  26  1   34 

3   S   28  40  131 5   3   27  38  122 

5   5   14  42  103 4   6   32  31  67 

6   5   25  39  98 

LEADING 

FIRST -CLASS  AVERAGES 

Batting 

H   Morris  Ujw  b   Pterson       

A   W   Evans  c   Simmons  b   Pierson   
*M  P   Maynard  si  Nocon  b   Brimson  ... 

G   P   Butcher  rite  out       

00  Gibson  b   Macmillan   
6   D   Thomas  b   Macmillan     R   D   B   Croft  c   Wei  to  b   Brimson      

1C  P   Metaon  not  out  .       NM  Kendrick  ra*  out   

Extras  (btS.  itaWj .           

SilBhaaisni  WarvrictaMra  POpts)  beat 
Durham  (Sots)  by  262  runs. 
WARWICICSMlIHb  First  Innings  306  (D  P 

Outer  86.  N   M   K   Smith  64;  Cox  5-97). 
DURHAM^  First  Innings  256  (S  L   Campbell 

64.  P   Ba Inbridge  54;  Smite  5-76). 
WMHCMWB  Second  Inntags  381-9 
dec  (W  G   Khan  130.  A   J   Motes  74.  D   R 
Brown  51;  Core  5-139). 
DURHAM 
IroanJ  bMiaga  (overnight  24-2) 
S   tftraon  c   Brown  b   Munfcm        18 
P   Balnbridge  Ibw  b   Munton     7 
*M  A   Rosatwry  c   Brown  b   Gflas     18 
R   M   8   Weston  c   Brown  b   Gun      9 

TO  G   C   UgertMood  not  out   22 
□   M   Com  0   Giles   18 
J   Wood  b   Smith     E 
B   J   E   Brown  c   Pol  lock  b   Giles     22 
N   Killeen  c   Penney  b   Giles   -   O 

Extras  (bl.  Ibi.  nW)       8 

Total  (55  ovenil   130  . FaB  at  wtahaea  eoHta  32.  49.  BT.  76.  9G. 
101.  12& 

BowBng:  Pollock  9-3-29-0;  Munlon 
10-2-29-3;  Giles  18-6-45-6;  Smith  , 18-4-25-1. 

Ilrngtoss;  J   O   Bond  and  G   Sharp.  I 

Mr  82, 115.  105. 195, 228, 240,  2B0, 257. 299 
Bowllngi  MIHns  &-1-19-0;  Parsons 
6-1-15-0;  Pierson  20-4-75-2;  Brimson 

27-6-86-6;  Walls  6-4-3-0;  Simmons 

10-4-30-1;  Maem/llen  T3-3-44-Z. 

Itamren  A   A   Jones  and  R   A   White. 
SUSSEX  *   DGRBYSMIE 

House  Derbyshire  (23pts)  Deal  Sussex 

|6pts)  by  47  runs. OERBYSHSMto  Fust  Innings  320  (K  J   Bar- 

nett  55,  T   j   G   O'Gorman  54) SUSSEX:  First  innings  266  (M  P   Speight 

122no:  Malcolm  5-119). DERBYSHIRE;  Second  Inntags  220  (A  S 
Routes  Tteio;  Drakes  5-47). 

SUSSEX Snnond  hmtags  (ovemighl-  91-2) 

I   Salisbury  e   Vandtsu  b   DeFrotas  ..  13 "A  P   Wells  C   O'Gorman  b   DeFreltas  3 

M   P   Speight  b   Malcolm       1 
K   NeweN  lbw  b   Dean     31 
D   R   Law  c   VSndrau  b   Malcolm        32 
IP  Moores  c   Bwnetl  b   Malcolm     SS V   C   Drakes  c   Kronen  b   DeFreltas  2 

R   J   KlrUey  b   Malcolm       7 
E   3   H   QkJdlits  not  out      3 
Extras  («.  tel.  nb6)   -     11 

Total  \S5  overs)             «« 
M   me  Bt.  B2.  96. 144.  Me,  211.  223 

BowObm  UaJcotm  25-6-96-5;  DeFrailas 
17-1-59-3;  Dean  15-3-57-1;  Vandrau 
0-2-11-1. 

IftwRbaai  B   Dudleston  and  R   Palmer 
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Wasim  AJoara Tour  matches 
VorCMbn  South  Africa  A   202  (J  Cum- mins 61;  Preece  4-7B.  Thomas  4-33)  and 

325  (M  Pringle  105.  D   N   Crookes  62;  Leatft- 
erdale  4-75).  Wortemirrehlro  77  (Gilder 
8—22)  and  276  ID  Leataemeta  73.  S   Rhode* 

51:  Pringle  4-90.  Smite  *-70).  Soulli  Africa 
A   won  by  172  runs 

Second  XI  Championship 
Wh-kfmr*  Essex  294-7  (H  Flanagan  139)  v 
Yorkshire  Oalrtiim  ScftnnF  Leicester- 

shire 351-9  IP  Wniuicase  i3ino;  Strong 

7-68)  v   Sussex.  UToffcaeO  CbSSSK  Not- 
tteghamshlre  40C-7  (P  Johnson  76)  v 

Hampshire.  fnSiasfniiar  Kent  v   Stances-  . 

mature,  no  otay  because  oi  rain. 

on  RFL 
Paul  Fitzpatrick 

WIGAN’s  Va’aign 

Tulganinla,  Gar}'  Con- nolly and  Henry  Paul 
are  on  a   legal  collision  course 
with  the  Rugby  Football 

League,  which  is  threatening 
to  bar  their  planned  moves Into  rugby  union. 
Maurice  Lindsay,  the 

game's  chief  executive,  has 
told  all  12  Super  League  clubs 
they  must  seek  permission before  releasing  players  to 
union.  **I  am  sick  of  reading 

about  our  best  players  mov- 
ing to  union,”  said  Lindsay. “The  Wigan- Bath  games  look 

to  have  opened  up  the  flood- 
gates. Now  we  must  close 

them  again." 

The  three  Wigan  backs  are 
expected  to  sign  short  winter 
contracts  soon  —   Tuigamala 
with  Wasps.  Paul  with  Bath 
and  Connolly  with  Harle- quins —   but  Lindsay  warned 
that  News  Corporation,  who 

are  putting  a   total  of  £87  mil- lion into  the  game,  did  not 

want  to  see  Super  League  di- 
luted by  players  going  part- 

time. 

But  David  McKnight,  agent 
to  toe  three  players,  said  he 
was  surprised  the  RFL  was 
involving  itself  in  this  way 
and  warned:  "If  it  is  true,  the 

matter  may  end  up  in  a   solici- 

tor's hands.” 

McKnight  pointed  out  that 
Connolly  has  not  received 
any  loyalty  bonus  from  Super 
League.  He  has.  in  fact, 
signed  a   contract  with  the Australian  Rugby  League, 

which  be  is  due  to  join  in 1998. 

The  agent  added  that  none 
of  the  three  Wigan  men  has 

I   any  desire  to  leave  rugby 1   league.  “They  are  merely 

looking  for  the  opportunity  to 

play  for  five  months  when there  is  no  rugby  league 

whatsoever,"  he  said. The  Wigan  chairman  Jack 

Robinson  echoed  the  agent's 

words,  doubting  the  RFL’s 
action  would  be  enforceable. 
“We  cannot  have  a   retrospec- 

i   tive  agreement  after  other 

players  had  been  allowed  to 
go  to  union.”  said  Robinson. 

I   “We  would  have  to  support 

l   our  players.  Ifs  toe  RFL’s 
!   fault  for  this  season  being  so 

I   short." 

Moment  to  savour ...  a   rare  wicket  for  Michael  Atherton  as  his  Lancashire  team-mate  Wasim  Akram  is  trapped  leg-before  photograph-  michael  steele 

tion  and  merely  leads  to 

larger  bar  profits  for  the 
Leeds  Cricket  Football  and 

Athletic  Company.  A   com- 
plete ban  seems  more 

realistic. 
However,  toe  new  England 

Cricket  Board  will  need  to 

look  long  and  hard  at  its  spon- 
sors. Tetley  put  around  £1 

million  a   year  into  the  Eng- 
land team  but  it  is  not  mor- 

ally right  for  cricket  to  en- courage people  to  . drink  and then  criticise  them  when  they 

get  drunk. 

BevanandLaw 

keep  counties on  weather  alert 

Yorkshire  and  Essex 
will  take  keener  Inter- 

ests than  ever  in  this  morn- ing’s weather  forecast  as 

they  prepare  for  the 
NatWest  Trophy  semi-fin- als at  Old  Trafford  and  The 

Oval,  writes  Paul  Weaver. 
The  Australians  Michael 

Bevan  of  Yorkshire  and 
Essex's  Stuart  Law  have  to 
be  at  Heathrow  Airport 
tonight  to  fly  out  and  join 

their  fellow  countrymen  in 
Sri  Lanka.  If  the  forecast  is 
bad  and  today’s  matches 

look  like  going  into  second 

days,  both  could  be  left  out. 
The  ACB  has  refused  to  de- 

lay their  departures. 
Law  has  the  shorter  jour- 

ney. He  plays  at  Surrey 
while  Bevan  faces  a   220- 

mile  journey  from  Old  Traf- 
ford. where  Yorkshire  play 

Lancashire. 
Yorkshire  have  hired  a 

helicopter  to  air-lift  Bevan 
to  the  airport  but  Richard Kettleborough,  23,  stands 

by  for  his  debut  in  the  com- petition. “It's  a   shame  1 shan’t  be  able  to  play  at 

Lord's  but.  if  I   can  get  the 
side  to  the  final,  that's  a   job 
well  done.”  said  Law. 
Lancashire's  Ian  Austin 

(hamstring)  and  Peter  Mar- 
tin (back)  face  fitness  tests but  are  expected  to  play. 

Surrey,  7—4  favourites, 
have  a   selection  problem  as 
Alec  Stewart.  Graham 

Thorpe  and  Chris  Lewis return  from  Test  duty. 

The  Final  of  the  MatWest  Trophy  is  only  o   day  away. 

v.x  0.  Sl.m.j  niokinn  n   pilgrirnct)-  to  Lord's?  And  will  it  be  :he  red  rose  Of  Ihu  While  one  thotT  bloom  
today?  ine  rinoi  mny  or>y  be  a   dey  cv/ou.  out  v/hc:  a   coy  it's  co:no  "   ce. 

Ct  NatWest 
More  than  just  g   bank 
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Arsenal  ditch  Rioch  and  look  abroa 
Cruyff,  Wenger 
top  wanted  list 
Martin  Thome  on  I rive  before  start  of mctrUH  season  I   don’t  think  it's 

a   departure  that  has  %£°n-  ,be  tans  or  ,be 

left  players  and  fans  Jb^’^^dwSI 
confused  and  angry 

/   for  many  months  now,  lead 
RSENAL  are  I   mg  to  what  insiders  call  a   pot 
poised  to  join  the  so  no  as  atmosphere  between 
continental  drift  by  J   die  two  camps, 

appointing  a   for- 1   Ironically  the  fans  had 

sign  manager  to  ( taken  Rioch’s  side,  shouting 
A 

RSENAL 

appointing  a   for- 
eign manager  to 

replace  Bruce  Rioch.  who  de-  abuse  at  Dein  after  a   recent 
parted  the  dub  yesterday  less  friendly  in  Florence  and  plan 
than  a   week  before  the  start  ning  more  protests  leading  up 
of  the  new  season. to  the  club’s  annual  general 

Top  of  Arsenal's  wanted  list  meeting  on  August  22. 
are  Johan  Cruyff,  foe  former  They  blamed  him  rather 
Dutch  international  and  Bar-  than  foe  manager  for  foe  fact 
celona  coach  who  was  in  Lon-  that,  despite  the  Premiership 
don  over  the  weekend,  and  transfer  flurry,  Arsenal  have 
the  Frenchman  Arsfene  wignari  only  foe  free- transfer 
Wenger,  who  has  long  had  ad-  goalkeeper  John  Lukic.  this 
miners  on  foe  Arsenal  board  July,  since  paying  £4.75  mil- 
but  is  also  thinking  over  an  lion  for  David  Platt  on  July 

offer  to  become  the  FA’s  tech-  10,  1995.  This  is  despite meal  director. 

A   big  name  is  essential  to 
placate  foe  fans  after  a   pre- 

season filled  with  bad  results 
and  adverse  publicity,  and 

Arsenal  being  linked  with 

players  ranging  from  Lom- bardo to  Rui  Costa. 

Flans  pot  fow»  failure  to 
strengthen  an  ageing  squad 

Arsenal  said  yesterday  that  |   down  to  Dein’s  insistence  on they  expect  to  name  a   succes- 1   doing  foe  negotiations  him- 
sor  shortly. 

Rioch’s  departure  comes  al- 
most 14  months  after  he  was 

hired  by  Arsenal  to  do  a 

seff  a   policy  adopted  to  avoid 
a   repeat  of  the  control  of 
transfers  enjoyed  by  Graham. 
But  it  is  understood  that 

cleanup  job  following  the  Rioch,  having  told  Dein 
George  Graham  bung  -wwutoi  which  players  be  wanted, 

dented  foe  club’s  image  and  began  to  lose  ftHh  in  his  vice- 
contributed  to  the  team  flirt-  chairman's  ability  to  per- 
ing  with  relegation. suade  players  to  join  the  dub. 
His  sudden  departure  so  I   privately  complaining  that,  of 

close  to  the  new  season  will 

have  left  fans  and  players  be- 

wildered. "ft  is  just  unbeliev- 
able,” said  the  Arsenal  for- 

ward Paul  Merson.  "Four  or 

The  front 
runners 

Wenger  . . .   Grampus  8   boss 
has  had  an  offer  from  FA 

Cruyff. . .   ex-Barcelona  coach 
was  in  London  at  weekend 

son  will  28  players  submitted  to  Dein. 
lyers  be-  Rioch  had  not  been  allowed  to 
inbeliev-  speak  to  any  of  them, 
nal  for-  This  was  one  of  the  central 
Four  or  reasons  why  Rioch  refused  to 

sign  a   contract  Finally  Rioch 
did  sign  at  the  end  of  last 
month  after  being  strongly 
urged  to  do  so  by  foe  Arsenal 
chairman  Peter  Hill-Wood.  It 

makes  yesterday’s  news  even more  puzzling. 

I   Rioch’s  track  record  was 
enc
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Team  affairs  will  now  tem- 
porarily be  in  foe  hands  of  the 

assistant  manager  Stewart 

Houston,  who  fulfilled,  a   simi- 
lar role  after  Graham’s  depar- ture, and  foe  coach  Pat  Rice. 

The  club  has  ruled  out  foe 
new  youth  coach  Liam  Brady 
being  appointed  manager. 

1 8   boss  though  another  former 

i   PA  player.  David  O’Leary,  is 
being  touted  as  a   possible 
candidate. 

Arsenal  have  also  twice 
tried  to  woo  Terry  Venables 
Into  the  job  but  the  chances  of 
a   third  attempt  proving  suc- 

cessful are  thought  unlikely, 
given  his  new  commitment  to 
Portsmouth  and  his  pending 
court  cases. 
A   bigger  surprise  still 

would  be  foe  return  to  High- 
bury of  Graham,  still  to  find  a 

new  club  since  his  one-year 
ban  expired  last  month. 
The  front-runners  remain 

Cruyff  who  won  the  Euro- 
pean Cup  with  Barcelona,  and 

Wenger,  though  he  Is  con- 
tracted to  the  Japanese  club 

Nagoya  Grampus  Eight  until 
November  —   both  respected 

a   coach  coaches  with  a   reputation  for 
;end  playing  attacking  footbaH 

High-stake  gam# 
with  two  losers 

David  Lacey  says 

the  latest  dismissal  at 

Highbury  diminishes  , the  dub's  reputation  / 

T [HE  sudden  depar- ture of  Bruce  Rioch 
from  Arsenal  less 
than  a   week  before  I 

I   raised,  and  Arsenal  are  still /   looking  anxiously  at  their 

^   /   Rioch’s  successor  will  have 

/   to  rebuild  an  ageing  defence as  well  as  find  someone  to 

I   provide  the  creative  touches 
I   in  midfield  Hat  were  never 

Arsenal’s  hallmark  even 

when  Graham's  teams  were winning  foe  league. 

Bergkamp's  skills  have  had 
the  effect  of  an  artist's  brush HI  the  start  of  foe  new  rather  than  a   draughtsman's season  is  a   gift  for  foe  cynics,  contract.  The  picture  has In  this  instance  it  is,  indeed,  looked  prettier  but  the  design 

hard  not  to  take  the  cynical  is  still  much  foe  same.  Some- 

view  that  Rioch  was  merely  how  Blackburn’s  Tim  Sher- mfrwting  'foe  manager's  office  wood,  although  a   solid 

at  Highbury  until  somebody  enough  midfielder  in  the 
the  dub  fancied  more  Arsenal  mould,  may  not  be 

strongly  came  along. How  else  Is  one  supposed  to 

react?  No  sooner  has  Rioch 
the  answer. 

Now  that  Arsenal  have 
marked  time  during  foe  s   uni- ting liy  signed  a   three-year  mer  sales  a   recovery  will  be 

contract  when  foe  Arsenal  that  much  harder  to  achieve. 
board  calmly  announce  that 

they  have  decided  "it  was  in 
Alan  Shearer’s  £15  million 
move  to  Newcastle  will  have foe  best  long-term  interest  of  hiked  up  the  asking  prices  for 

the  chfo  that  Mr  Rioch  should  other  Rngllsh  players  and  it  is 
now  leave”.  a   bit  late  to  go  abroad,  even  to 

Perhaps  Mr  Rioch’s  biggest  Scandinavia. 
twiafaka  was  in  waiting  14 

months  to  decide  that  it  was 

Fallowing  Graham's  dimis- 
sal  Arsenal  adopted  a   policy 

in  his  best  long-term  interests  of  dealing  with  foe  buying 
to  become  George  Graham's  and  selling  erf  players  at  board 

successor  on  any  kind  of  per-  level  Rioch’s  role  was  con- manent  basis.  Even  as  he  was  fined  merely  to  suggesting  foe 
telling  foe  Arsenal  Clubcall  men  he  wanted.  He  did  not 
that  everything  had  been  appear  to  be  happy  with  this 
g<pnorTi  settled  and  sealed,  the 
bookmakers  were  refusing  to 
tairp  any  more  bets  <m  his  im- 

minent departure. 
Then  again,  whoever  had  to 

pick  up  the  pieces  in  the  wake 
of  Graham’s  dismissal  in  Feb- 

ruary last  year  was  always going  to  be  on  a   hiding  to 

nothing.  Graham  left  High- 
bury in  disgrace  but  remains 

situation,  hi  a   way  Rioch  has 
become  foe  principal  victim 
of  the  Graham  hangover. 

He  was  Arsenal’s  second choice,  of  course.  They 

wanted  Bobby  Robson,  now  at 
Barcelona.  Then  again.  Gra- 

ham was  appointed  in  1986 

only  after  Arsenal  had  made an  unsuccessful  approach  to 

Barcelona's  manager  at  that Arsenal’s  most  successful  time,  Terry  Venables. 

manager  since  Herbert  Chap- 
man in  the  Thirties. 

Graham  restored  to  High- 
bury the  stability  the  club The  next  Arsenal  manager  had  enjoyed  under  Bertie  Mee 

inherit  a   similarly  awk-  in  foe  Sixties  and  Seventies, 
ward  legacy.  Under  Graham  Given  foe  manner  of  his  dp- 
Arsenal  won  two  champion-  parture  and  the  desperation 
ships  in  three  years  as  weft  as 
foe  FA  Cup,  two  League  Cups 

and  the  Cup  Winners'  Cup. 
Highbury  is  now  a   stadium  fit 
for  the  21st  century.  Arsenal 
and  their  followers  are  impa- 

tient to  find  another  success- 
ful team  to  go  with  it 

Rioch  seemed  to  have  cap- tured the  mood  of  the  moment 

of  both  Arsenal  and  their  fol- 
lowers for  Premiership  suc- 

cess, an  unsettled  period  was almost  bound  to  follow. 

Rioch’s  dismissal  is  symp- 

tomatic of  Highbury’s  grow- ing unease  that  this  time Arsenal  have  not  merely 
missed  the  Premiership  boat 
but  felled  to  book  a   passage. 

last  summer  when  he  signed  His  successor  will  not  only 

Dennis  Bergkamp  from  Inter- nationale and  David  Platt 
have  to  sort  out  foe  way  the 

team  plays,  he  will  need  reas- from  Sampdoria.  -At  last  surances  about  the  way  the 
Arsenal  were  back  among  foe  club  is  run. 

big  spenders.  Not  for  Long, 

however. That  Arsenal  should  switch 

managers  at  this  point  be- 
trays their  desperation  at  see- 

ing Manchester  United  and 

Yesterday’s  announcement 
diminished  Arsenal  more 

than  it  did  Rioch.  It  also  sug- 

gested that  Highbury’s  prob- 
lems will  not  be  solved  simply 

by  appointing  a   big  name  to Newcastle  United  apparently  replace  him.  There  may  be 
poised  to  contest  the  Premier-  more  turbulence  ahead  in 

On  his  way . . .   Rioch  has  been  officially  ‘released’  after  his  14  troubled  months  at  Highbury  photoqr««  sieve  undseu.  SSjTThe  stakes  havTbem  SndonlK. 

The  shortest  reign 

I   Rioch 's  time  at  Arsenal  Arsenal, 
nothing  much  appeared  to  June  20  Arsenal  sign  Dc 
be  happening.  For  14  nis  Bergkamp  for  £7.5  m 
months  the  manager  lion  from  Internazionale. 

June  8   1993  Rioch  joins  ]   May  5   Arsenal  nifrmh  Uefe 
Cup  place  with  last-day  win 

Guardian  Crossword  No  20,730 
Set  by  Paul 

June  20  Arsenal  sign  Den-  over  Bolton. 
nis  Bergkamp  for  £7.5  mil-  July  li  Wright  agrees  new 

montns  the  manager  non  tram  intemazionale  contract, 
refused  to  sign  the  contract  July  10  Arsenal  sign  David  July  31  Koch  says  he  has 
be  was  offered.  And,  though  Platt  for  £4.75  million  from  signed  a   contract.  “I  am Paul  Ince,  Zvonimir  Boban.  Sampdoria.  now  waitme  for  the  clnb  to 
Roberto  Carlos.  Bixente  I£-  1   January  1 7   Sheffield  United 

signed  a   contract.  *T  am now  waiting  for  the  dab  to 

countersign.'’ 
lerazu-  Clarence  Seedorf,  knock  Arsenal  oat  of  FA  August  1   “The  deadline  for Trevor  Sinclair,  Tim  Sher-  Cup  In  third-round  replay,  the  first  round  of  the  Uefe wood  and  Alan  Stubbs,  February  21  Aston  Villa  Cup  fe  AnSst  is  ”   saS among  others.were  linked  knock  Arsenal  out  of  Coca-  Rioch.  “I  would  ioveto wifo  ArsenaL  John  Lnkic,  a   Cola  Cap  in  semi-finals.  fhi„ir  we  would  have  two ^*8.  March  10  lan  Wright  de-  l^ph^to  jib? 

has  been  the  only  signing  in  mands  transfer  through  the  then.”^  yu^ foe  past  13  months.  News  of  the  World  a,.™**        
News  of  the  World August  12  Rioch  goes. 

Venables  takes  Spurs  aide  to  Pompey 
Russell  Thomas 

CONTROVERSY  sur-  take  control  of  the  cash- rounded  Terry  Vena-  strapped  club  for  only  £1  in 

bles’  first  day  as  Ports-  the  next  three  years.  How- 
mouth’s  director  of  football  ever.  Ashby's  future  remains 
when  it  emerged  that  he  had  uncertain:  next  month  he  ap- 
enltsted  the  assistance  of  Ed-  pears  in  court  on  charges  of 

running  of  the  club. 
Ashby  helped  set  up  foe 

deal  whereby  Venables  can 
take  control  of  the  cash- 
strapped  club  for  only  £i  in 
the  next  three  years.  How- 

^   linked  by  legal  battles.  Pompey,**  he  said  "It  depends 
^   decided  Venables  put  It  this  way:  “I  on  an  awful  lot  of  things.” 

have  some  things  I   have  to  do  Martin  Gregory"  Ports- ““mediately.  *1  did  away  from  football  but  HI  be  mouth’s  managing  director, 
and  spending  as  much  time  with  admits  to  artsk^TTthe  people and  I   got  rather  badly  hurt  I   Portsmouth  as  I   can."  get  behind  him  and  get  be- swore  i   would  never  do  that  Venables  is  buoyant  about  hind  the  club,  then  I   am  sure 

pw™.,,  ^   _   tte  challenge  but  a   club  cur-  he  will  want  to  stay.  But  if 
«   ““2  96  coach  losing  around  £7,000  a   not,  I   would  expect  him  to 

took  nis  first  Portsmouth  day  presents  obvious  oncer-  wa Ik  away  and  that  might 

ever.  Ashby's  future  remains  swore  I   would  never  do  that 
uncertain:  next  month  he  ap-  again.’’ 

die  Ashby,  his  former  back- 
room aide  at  Tottenham,  to 

help  with  the  day-to-day 

acting  in  a   managerial  role 
while  being  an  undischarged 
bankrupt 

Pompey,”  he  said,  “it  depends 
on  an  awful  lot  of  things.” 
Martin  Gregory,  Ports- 

took  his  first  Portsmouth 
framing  session  yesterday 

but  knows  his  club  time  will 

Across 

8   What  could  be  lost  is  found 

in  procession  (81 

day  presents  obvious  oncer-  walk  away  and  that  might 
tain  ties.  "I  don’t  know  how  well  be  foe  end  of  Portsmouth 
long  TO  be  involved  with  Football  Club.” 

Ol  ve  had  to  respond  to  a   lot  of  criticism  that  my  Benefit  Cheat  Hotline panders  to  the  lowest  instincts  within  us  to  sqeal  on  decorators  Just 
ftymg  to  earn  an  officially  dishonest  day’s  living,  so  to  counter  this  charge 
I’ve  made  sure  the  new  system  also  offers  a   number  of  lucrative  cash competitions  as  rewards. 

-   Armando  lannucci  takes  charge  of  Operation  Rnnnp 

9   Soto  performance  to  end shortly — relax  (6) 

10  Places  in  lost  cities  with  no street  or  connections  (4) 

11  Aie  is  awful  wife  cream  and 
frown  sugar  {10} 

12  Look  up  to  dream — one  to not  as  it  seems  (6) 

14  Empty  granny  eats  babies 

— splencfidt(8) 

15  Ballesteros.  number  twenty, 
went  off  two  under  per  ears 

usual  (7) 

17  Whichever  goes  round  the bend,  there's  chaos  (7) 
20  Indonesians  mean  to 

accept  policy  (8) 

22  Fodder  Is  knocked  back with  bear  right  away  (6) 

23  Body  not  headed  by  church 

thanks  to  northern  church 

aid  (10) 

24^4dn  Sentence  order  an  ad to  avian  hygiene  (4.4) 

25  Complete  cover  (4,2) 

26  Show  your  appreciation— - 

mouth  empty  words  (8) 

Down   

1   Pet  is  able  to  rip  head  off 

dog  (8) 

2   What  the  boozing  motorist should  call  at  about  eleven 

W 
3   The  Magic  Roundabout?  (B) 

4   Nobility  always  entertained 

by  an  attendant  (?) 5   I'm  left  no  pay — anyhow, 

ifs  the  taking  part.  ..7(8) 
6   Alter  local  moves  to  provide financial  security  (10) 

7   Spouter  may  be  old  fogey, 
by  the  sound  of  it  (8) 13  Unfit,  iA  l*B  begin  jogging  (id) 

!□□□□□□  aQBnraQna 
In  □   □   a   □   □   d 
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□   □   d   □   a   n   □ 
QaDQBBBDnH  □□□□ 

ana  a 
QDQQ  □BQnOuOOOa 

H   a   □   □   □   n   n 

GaaanHGaDHnnna 

□   ana  a   □   ni □□□□HtODG  □ODDGDl □   a   CD  GOD □□□□□arm  annoDol 
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1 16  peeling  with  money 

involved  in  great  hoax  (8) 

18  The  slower  way  to  Scotitmd, 

though  reportedly  rode  off 

first  (4.4) 

19  Poor  white  farmer  shows 

signs  of  getting  hot  under 

the  cedar?  (7) 

21  Climb  down  dm,  and  feel 
sick  about  evidence  of  bats 

lower?  (8) 

22  Go  up  and  down,  and  view 

now  and  then  (6) 

24  Sse24ac. 

Solution  tomorrow 

®   Stuck?  Then  can  our  solutions  Br» W   OMt  338  338.  Calls  cost  39p  per 

rrtn.  cheap  rata.  4Bp  par  mtn  at  afl 
otter  tinws.  Sendee  suppted  by  AT3 
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